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the organization proved incapable of fulfilling its reform pledges 
and was discredited by local and national internal corruption. The 
sensational Niles riot, leading to serious injuries on both sides and 
a declaration of martial law, reflected determined, effective oppo- 
sition from the region’s sizable immigrant population. 

The book’s focus on local issues and its arguments echo other 
recent studies by Shawn Lay, Robert A. Goldberg, and Larry R. 
Gerlach. Jenkins is generally convincing, but he candidly acknowl- 
edges the difficulty of determining precisely why people joined the 
Klan. This work should provide meaningful direction for those 
studying the Klan in neighboring Indiana, which shared a strong 
pietist influence. Klan scholars might also profit from Jenkins’s 
suggestion that more attention be paid to women’s roles in the 
Klan movement, although his own book sheds little light on this 
facet of the subject. In his conclusion Jenkins appropriately points 
out the irony that it was “the moral corruption of its leaders that 
damaged the Klan the most” (p. 165). Possibly one could go further 
and add that the organization exhibited a destructive tension be- 
tween its conservative moral agenda and the “new era” huckster- 
ing it employed to advance itself. The Ku Klux Klan, in this sense, 
was very much a phenomenon of the 1920s. 
ALLEN SAFIANOW is professor of history, Indiana University at Kokomo. His article, 
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Handbook of the American Frontier: Four Centuries of Zndian- 
White Relationships. Volume 11, The Northeastern Woodlands. 
By J. Norman Heard. (Metuchen, N. J.: Scarecrow Press, Inc., 
1990. Pp. xi, 403. $42.50.) 

This volume is the second in the author’s projected five-volume 
Handbook of the American Frontier. When completed, the series 
will cover Indian-white relationships in the region that becomes 
the continental United States from the time of first contact until 
the end of the Indian wars four centuries later. The volumes will 
include “brief articles in dictionary arrangement about American 
Indian tribes and leaders, explorers, traders, frontier settlers, sol- 
diers, missionaries, mountain men, captives, battles, massacres, 
forts, treaties, and other topics of importance or interest” (p. vii). 
Along with the present volume covering the Northeastern Wood- 
lands, the handbook will offer volumes on the Southeastern Wood- 
lands, the Great Plains, and the Southwest and the Pacific Coast. 
The final volume will include an index, chronology, and bibliogra- 

J. Norman Heard’s idea for a comprehensive handbook that 
presents Indian-white relations in an encyclopedic fashion is an ex- 
cellent one. Unfortunately, his effort-if judged by this v o l u m e  

phy. 



292 Indiana Magazine of History 

may fall short of its mark. The author is most successful in identi- 
fying the various individuals and topics for inclusion in the work. 
Most of the major and minor subjects in Indian-white relations of 
the Northeastern Woodlands are mentioned at least in passing. For 
example, those interested in Indiana history will find entries on 
major figures such as William Henry Harrison, Tecumseh, Little 
Turtle, and Blue Jacket, as well as for lesser-known individuals 
such as Frances Slocum or Leather Lips. The problem lies not in 
the selection of material but in the bibliography and sources. Al- 
though Heard does cite some recent works, too many of his refer- 
ences are dated. Little effort seems to have been made to use the 
most recent or best secondary works for the various entries. For 
example, his entry on the Walking Purchase makes no mention of 
Francis Jennings’s important studies. His entry on Joseph Brant 
ignores Isabel T. Kelsay’s definitive biography published in 1984. 
The entry on Sir William Johnson ignores the most reliable works 
by Milton W. Hamilton and James Flexner. Equally troubling is 
the author’s puzzling decision not to  include the dates of publica- 
tion for the various books cited. Readers have no way of knowing 
whether references were published in the 1930s or 1990s. 

Volume I1 of the Handbook of the American Frontier is not 
nearly as useful or as comprehensive as it might have been. What 
makes it even more disappointing is that this type of encyclopedic 
volume is greatly needed. It is to be hoped that future volumes will 
be better. 
RICHARD AQUILA is professor of history and director of the American Studies Pro- 
gram, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana. He is currently working on a study 
of Indian-white relations on the British colonial frontier. 

River Towns in the Great West: The Structure of Provincial Ur- 
banization in the American Midwest, 1820-1870. By Timothy 
R. Mahony. (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University 
Press, 1990. Pp. xi, 319. Notes, figures, tables, illustrations, 
appendixes, index. $39.50.) 

This incisive and comprehensive analysis of the settlement 
and urbanization process that took place in the antebellum Mid- 
west is an important contribution to the historical literature of ur- 
banization. The “Great West” defined by the author was a regional 
economic and urban system that developed across the Mississippi 
River Valley between 1820 and 1860. Settlement patterns and ec- 
onomic advantages early on favored the development of towns on 
the west bank of the river. Later, as a result of competition be- 
tween transportation systems, the region divided into the upper 
valley dominated by Chicago and the lower valley dependent on 
St. Louis. Many towns were founded in this region, but their sur- 
vival was subject to the vicissitudes of population movements, eco- 


