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to insult the reader’s intelligence; he wishes merely to identify per-
sons and events known to the erudite Nathan. But many entries
seem condescending, if not wholly unnecessary. Here Lazarus in-
troduces Freud, Marx, Mozart, Shakespeare (“England’s greatest
dramatist”), Woodrow Wilson, and so forth.

One should not end on a quibble, however. All in all, the Na-
than Reader stands as a worthy contribution to scholarship.
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Steel Valley Klan: The Ku Klux Klan in Ohio’s Mahoning Valley.
By William D. Jenkins. (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University
Press, 1990. Pp. xii, 222. Illustrations, maps, tables, appen-
dixes, notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)

The Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s, which flourished in states like
Indiana and Ohio, is commonly regarded as a fanatical movement
based largely on religious, racial, and nativist animosities. Histo-
rians have been steadily moving away from this generalization,
acknowledging the reality of such prejudices yet finding other con-
siderations at least equally important in explaining the organiza-
tion’s success. William D. Jenkins takes this path in his study of
Klan activities in northeastern Ohio’s Mahoning Valley, which in-
cludes Youngstown and Niles, the site in 1924 of a violent confron-
tation between Klan members and incensed opponents.

Utilizing such sources as local press accounts, personal inter-
views, and church records, as well as a partial Klan membership
list for Mahoning County, Jenkins rejects claims made in Kenneth
T. Jackson’s The Ku Klux Klan in the City (1967). In particular,
Jenkins questions the assertion that Klan members typically were
lower-middle-class individuals fearful of immigrant and black
threats to their jobs and neighborhoods. He maintains that, at
least in the Mahoning Valley, Klansmen represented a broad spec-
trum of the general population, and he doubts the significance of
economic concerns. Drawing on the scholarship of Richard Jensen
and Paul Kleppner, the author sees the Klan as part of a pietist
Protestant effort to impose a “conservative moral code on Ameri-
can society” (p. ix). He views the Klan not so much as a peculiar
jazz age phenomenon as a long-term “consequence of a cultural con-
flict that resulted from the overly rapid mixing of divergent cul-
tures within a society already undergoing the wrenching changes
of industrialization” (p. ix). The Klan was able, briefly, to gain a
political foothold in the Mahoning Valley because of genuine con-
cerns over political corruption, Sabbath violations, and effective
law enforcement, especially in the area of prohibition. Ultimately,



Book Reviews 291

the organization proved incapable of fulfilling its reform pledges
and was discredited by local and national internal corruption. The
sensational Niles riot, leading to serious injuries on both sides and
a declaration of martial law, reflected determined, effective oppo-
sition from the region’s sizable immigrant population.

The book’s focus on local issues and its arguments echo other
recent studies by Shawn Lay, Robert A. Goldberg, and Larry R.
Gerlach. Jenkins is generally convincing, but he candidly acknowl-
edges the difficulty of determining precisely why people joined the
Klan. This work should provide meaningful direction for those
studying the Klan in neighboring Indiana, which shared a strong
pietist influence. Klan scholars might also profit from Jenkins’s
suggestion that more attention be paid to women’s roles in the
Klan movement, although his own book sheds little light on this
facet of the subject. In his conclusion Jenkins appropriately points
out the irony that it was “the moral corruption of its leaders that
damaged the Klan the most” (p. 165). Possibly one could go further
and add that the organization exhibited a destructive tension be-
tween its conservative moral agenda and the “new era” huckster-
ing it employed to advance itself. The Ku Klux Klan, in this sense,
was very much a phenomenon of the 1920s.
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Handbook of the American Frontier: Four Centuries of Indian-
White Relationships. Volume II, The Northeastern Woodlands.
By J. Norman Heard. (Metuchen, N. J.: Scarecrow Press, Inc.,
1990. Pp. xi, 403. $42.50.)

This volume is the second in the author’s projected five-volume
Handbook of the American Frontier. When completed, the series
will cover Indian-white relationships in the region that becomes
the continental United States from the time of first contact until
the end of the Indian wars four centuries later. The volumes will
include “brief articles in dictionary arrangement about American
Indian tribes and leaders, explorers, traders, frontier settlers, sol-
diers, missionaries, mountain men, captives, battles, massacres,
forts, treaties, and other topics of importance or interest” (p. vii).
Along with the present volume covering the Northeastern Wood-
lands, the handbook will offer volumes on the Southeastern Wood-
lands, the Great Plains, and the Southwest and the Pacific Coast.
The final volume will include an index, chronology, and bibliogra-
phy.

J. Norman Heard’s idea for a comprehensive handbook that
presents Indian-white relations in an encyclopedic fashion is an ex-
cellent one. Unfortunately, his effort—if judged by this volume—



