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dones’s photography is distinctive in several ways. First, he
has a highly individualistic sense of light that takes special advan-
tage of early morning and late evening to create unexpected effects
of color, tone, and shadow. Second, he appreciates the particular
qualities of the Hoosier climate, making clever, unexpected use of
weather and cloud patterns. Third, he obviously enjoys historical
photography, from skyline panoramas to sepia tones, and crea-
tively simulates many of their effects. Each of these characteristics
is represented, with high production quality, in this book. The
sense of light is clearest in sporting scenes and in sunset views of
the newly redeveloped Indianapolis skyline. His weather and cli-
mate photographs are most effective in presenting familiar subur-
ban locations. And his historical interests are clear in his portrayal
of the city’s threatened architectural heritage.

Jones also knows the special interests of Hoosiers, from festi-
vals and games to children’s events, and he handles them well.
Apart from a lack of portraiture, he captures the places and events
that visually document the case for the resurgence of Indianapolis
as a major city. Not every experiment is a success, witness some of
his sepia effects, but the range of experiments is considerable.

Howard Caldwell, a prominent local media figure, compli-
ments Jones’s photographs with an introductory text. Caldwell
mixes autobiography, history, architectural reference points, id-
iom, and contemporary commentary to explore the particular mix
of nostalgia, enterprise, and boosterism that Jones illustrates so
well.

GEORGE W. GEIB is professor of history, Butler University, Indianapolis. He is coau-
thor of Indianapolis First (1990), a centennial history of the Indianapolis Chamber
of Commerce.

Corydon: The Forgotten Battle of the Civil War. By W. Fred Con-
way. (New Albany, Ind.: FBH Publishers, 1991. Pp. 128. 1l-
lustrations, maps, appendixes, index. Paperbound, $9.95.)

When Confederate General John Hunt Morgan invaded Indi-
ana and Ohio with 2,400 veteran cavalry, the two states called out
a combined total of over 115,000 militia, but in only one location
did the home guards stand up to the raiders in a head-to-head bat-
tle—in Corydon, Indiana, on July 9, 1863. Drawn up in battle line
behind a barricade of logs and fence rails and outnumbered more
than four to one, the farmers and merchants fought for thirty min-
utes, killing 8, and wounding 33. They delayed Morgan’s advance
and contributed to his defeat and capture in Ohio. W. Fred Con-
way, an industrialist and founder of Squire Boone Caverns in In-
diana, has written the first book on the Battle of Corydon and, in
the tradition of The Morgan Raid in Indiana and Ohio (1863)
(1971; rev. ed., 1978) by the late and greatly respected Arville L.
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Funk, provides new and valuable information on the Civil War in
the Hoosier state.

An eyewitness account of one of the home guards at Mauck-
port indicates that none of them knew how to aim their six-pound
cannon. With an experienced gunner they might have shelled the
boilers of the two steamboats Morgan used to ferry his men across
the Ohio River. Conway declares Morgan’s capture of the steam-
boats and the successful crossing “one of the slickest coup de thea-
tres of the Civil War” (p. 58). The memoir of J. Edward Murr on
the Battle of Corydon relates an unconfirmed anecdote of a miller
who heard that Morgan would burn his grist mill unless he paid a
ransom of $1,000. Rushing to Morgan’s headquarters at the Kint-
ner House, he handed the general a roll of greenbacks. According
to Murr, Morgan counted the money, and it came to $1,200. Hand-
ing back $200, with a twinkle in his eyes, the general said, “Do
you think I'd be guilty of cheating a man out of a cent” (p. 80).

The book has many interesting illustrations, and it is well or-
ganized, well written, and concise. There are five valuable Civil
War maps but none on the battle itself. Scholars will be frustrated
with the lack of documentation; nevertheless, Conway provides a
lively, colorful book that contributes to the historiography of the
Civil War and will appeal to general readers.

JAMES A. RAMAGE is professor of history, Northern Kentucky University, Highland
Heights. He is the author of Rebel Raider: The Life of General John Hunt Morgan
(1986), winner of the Douglas Southall Freeman Award and the Kentucky Gover-
nor’s Award. Presently, he is researching the life and career of John S. Mosby.

Indiana’s Believe It or Not. By Fred D. Cavinder. (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1990. Pp. xiv, 158. Illustrations.
Clothbound, $25.00; paperbound, $9.95.)

Robert L. Ripley made a fortune publishing strange and inter-
esting “believe-it-or-not” items about odd people, animals, objects,
activities, and customs the world over. Indianapolis Star newspa-
perman Fred D. Cavinder, a reporter, photographer, and Sunday
magazine editor, has now done something of the same for Indiana.
His 158 pages of light and amusing reading can be digested in an
afternoon or an evening or, like a bowl of literary popcorn, can be
munched at leisure, a kernel at a time, for as long as the reader
likes. Cavinder serves up 157 delicacies, averaging one to a page,
in rounding up Indiana oddities from Lake Michigan to the Ohio.

Although missing what would have been a useful index, espe-
cially to places, the book contains twenty black-and-white photo-
graphs, many from Cavinder’s own roamings around Hoosierland,
plus a four-page introduction in which he writes: “Indiana’s past
and present are dotted with examples that can raise the eyebrows
of a Hoosier, who doesn’t easily arch a brow. But Indianans have



