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James H. Kinley was a Union soldier in the Civil War for 
forty-seven months. He participated in two major campaigns, sev- 
eral battles, and a number of skirmishes. According to his obituary 
in the Goshen, Indiana, Daily News-Times of February 17, 1919, 
he served two enlistments, the first with “Co. E, 7th Missourians,” 
the second with “Co. A, 13th Indiana veterans.” After the war he 
was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. Oddly enough, 
however, Kinley’s name cannot be found on any army roster. 

When he was seventy-seven and I was five years old, James H. 
Kinley was my next-door neighbor and good friend in Goshen. I 
knew that he had been in the Civil War because he told me stories 
about pranks that he and other soldiers had played during the con- 
flict, but he said nothing about the battles depicted in the pictures 
hanging on the Kinleys’ front parlor wall. In one of the stories Mr. 
Kinley related how some captured Yankees would torment their 
Confederate guards. One of the prisoners would hold a silhouette 
cutout so that the light of the campfire would reflect a large black- 
and-white portrait of Abraham Lincoln on the white wall of a 
nearby building. The guards would always respond the way the 
prisoners hoped they would-yelling mad. The evening that Mr. 
Kinley told me this story he demonstrated how the cutout worked 
using the glow from the coal stove in the living room to reflect the 
portrait on the wall. He then gave a copy of the cutout to his en- 
tranced listener. My mother tucked it away for safe keeping after 
writing on it, “Given to Mac by our neighbor, Mr. Kinley, who had 
been a prisoner in Libby Prison during the Civil War-this was 
made by a fellow prisoner.” 

It was this cutout that had me reading Mr. Kinley’s obituary 
seventy years afier his death. My sister had found the silhouette 
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among our mother’s papers in an old trunk. Seeing it again 
brought back memories of the stories and that long-ago friendship. 
A Civil War buff, I decided to learn about Mr. Kinley’s military 
career and the cutout’s relationship to it. There in the obituary was 
the initial information that I needed-the identification of the 
units in which Mr. Kinley had served. This is the story of my 
search, a search that did not reveal what I presumed it would. 

The Indiana State Library had no record of a James H. Kin- 
ley’s having served in Company A of the 13th Indiana Infantry 
Regiment, nor did the Missouri State Archives find Mr. Kinley’s 
name among those who had served in Company E of the 7th Mis- 
souri Regiment.’ Inquiries to the National Archives, however, 
brought an interesting reply: the archives had no records of a 
James H. Kinley in the 7th Missouri, but a soldier of that name 
had served in Company A, 13th Indiana Infantry under the alias 
of James H. Beanton. The records for Company A accounted for 
Private James H. Beanton from the time of his enlistment in Ken- 
dallville, Indiana, on October 20, 1 8 6 A a s  a substitute for a Wil- 
liam Aubum-until he was mustered out on September 5, 1865, in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina.2 The Missouri State Archives, however, 
could find no record of a James H. Beanton’s having served in the 
7th Misso~r i .~  

Not until Mr. Kinley’s pension packet arrived from the Na- 
tional Archives did the mystery of his war service really begin to 
unfold. In his petition for an invalid pension, filed April 11, 1892, 
Mr. Kinley claimed service in both the 7th Missouri and the 13th 
Indiana. In a general affidavit filed in relation to a veteran’s serv- 
ice pension and dated March 21, 1898, he explained the Beanton 
alias. Although James H. Kinley was his proper name, Beanton, 
he said, was the name of the family who had raised him, thus the 
name he was known by where he enlisted. Later, in a personal 

1 Edward Parker, reference librarian, The State Historical Society of Missouri, 
to Nicholas M. Cripe, October 18, 1989; Richard D. Salmons, Missouri State Ar- 
chives, to Cripe, n. d. 
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kinds of records available, from Reference Service Branch (NNIR), National Records 
and Archives Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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tary file and one of the pension file, to Military Service Branch (NNMS), National 
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Georgia 30384. For further information relative to James H. Kinley, alias Beanton, 
see [William H. H. Terrell], Report of the Adjutant General of the State oflndiana 
(8  vols., Indianapolis, 1866-1869), IV, 256. 
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affidavit filed August 5, 1898, Mr. Kinley denied any service ex- 
cept in the 13th Indiana. This denial followed an inquiry from the 
Pension Service about his Missouri enlistment and a report by the 
United States War Department stating that no records could be 
found of his having served in the 7th Missouri under either the 
name of Kinley or Beanton. Mr. Kinley received a Civil War veter- 
an’s pension based on his service in the 13th Indiana. In a pension 
renewal affidavit dated March 7, 1907, he reaffirmed that he had 
served only in the Indiana regiment. In April, 1915, however, in 
filling out a form for the Pension Service, he once more claimed 
three years’ service in Company E, 7th Missouri (June, 1861June, 
1864) and one year in the 13th Indiana (October, 186PSeptember, 
1865). 

Melissa Hoppes Kinley’s petition for her widow’s pension, filed 
February 28, 1919, finally gave the clue that verified James H. 
Kinley’s service record. She listed the dates of her husband’s serv- 
ice in the 13th Indiana “under the name of James H. Beanton,” 
plus the dates of his three years’ service in Company E, 7th Mis- 
souri “under the name of James H. Hall.” Other records filed in 
the National Archives indeed affirmed that Private James H. Hall, 
a resident of Louisiana, Pike County, Missouri, “age 21, 5 ft 5 in 
Tall, Brown hair, Blue eyes, Fair Complexion, Single, Painter, na- 
tive of Lancaster Co, PA,” had enlisted in St. Louis in Company E 
of the 7th Missouri Infantry Regiment on June 24, 1861. After 
serving for three years, he was mustered out on June 14, 1864, also 
in St. Louis. The October, 1864, muster roll for Company A, 13th 
Indiana similarly described James H. Beanton: born in Pennsyl- 
vania, aged twenty-four years, occupation painter, eyes blue, hair 
light, complexion fair, height 5 feet 4 inches. Without doubt Pri- 
vate James H. Hall and Private James H. Beanton were one and 
the same person, who, following Beanton’s muster-out in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, returned to Indiana in the fall of 1865 and 
as James H. Kinley settled in New Paris, Indiana, a small town 
about thirty miles southwest of Kendallville. 

In 1871 Kinley married a young woman from New Paris, Mel- 
issa Jeannette Hoppes, aged t~en ty -one .~  Shortly thereafter the 
Kinleys moved to Milford, a small town six miles south of New 
Paris. Then, three years before Kinley’s death, he and his wife 
moved six miles north of New Paris to  Goshen, where their only 
child, a son, and three granddaughters lived. James H. Hall-Bean- 
ton-Kinley’s wandering days had ended when he settled in New 
Paris in 1865; he never lived farther than six miles from the town 
for the remaining fifty-three years of his life. 

Melissa Jeannette Hoppes’s middle name is variously spelled in the records; 
for example, it appears as “JaNette” on her wedding license. 
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Why James H. Kinley was in Louisiana, Pike County, Mis- 
souri, going by the name of James H. Hall, in June, 1861, is not 
known. Nor is it known how long he had been there, nor why 
James H. Hall enlisted at  the St. Louis Arsenal for three years in 
a company whose roster was almost two-thirds filled with Irish 
names and in a regiment whose flag was emerald green with a gold 
harp in~ ign ia .~  

Until May 9, 1862, Hall was stationed with the 7th at various 
places in Missouri, mostly on garrison duty. On that date the reg- 
iment moved to Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, on detached service 
with the Army of the Tennessee doing fatigue and guard duty. In 
August, 1862, the 7th moved to Jackson, Tennessee, as part of the 
4th Brigade, 1st Divison, District of Jackson, under the command 
of Brigadier General James B. McPherson. On four occasions be- 
tween August 31 and October 10, six companies from the 7th 
Missouri were involved in skirmishes.6 In late October, preparing 
to wage what is known as his Mississippi Central Railroad cam- 
paign, Ulysses S. Grant reorganized his army, the 7th Missouri 
becoming part of the 4th Brigade, 3rd Divison, Left Wing, XI11 
Army Corps, Army of the Tennessee, McPherson commanding. The 
corps left Jackson, Tennessee, November 2, 1862, and participated 
in the occupation of LaGrange, Tennessee, a few miles from the 
Mississippi state line, on November 7. Grant moved on, leaving the 
3rd Division with some additional troops to occupy LaGrange. The 
7th Missouri, as part of the division, participated in a two-day re- 
connaissance from LaGrange, the only action attributed to the reg- 
iment during the ent i re  Mississippi Central  campaign. In  
December Grant reorganized his command into four corpsXII1, 
XV, XVI, XVII-with the 7th Missouri in the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Di- 
vision, XVII Army Corps under the command of now Major Gen- 
eral McPherson. As part of the XVII Corps, the 7th Missouri 
moved from LaGrange to Memphis on January 17.7 

During the period from May, 1862, until December, 1862, Pri- 
vate James H. Hall, according to the records of Company E, had 
pulled duty as “Officers servant.” With this duty assignment he 
probably was not involved in any of the skirmishes in which the 
7th Missouri might have participated. The situation soon changed 

“Muster Roll, Co. E, Seventh Regiment of Missouri Volunteers from the Thir- 
tieth day of June 1862 to the Thirty first day of August 1862,” Military Files (Mis- 
souri State Archives, Jefferson City, Missouri); Edwin Coles Bearss, The Campuign 
for Vicksburg ( 3  vols., Dayton, Ohio, 1986), 111, 821. 

fi For movements and assignments of the 7th Missouri, especially prior to the 
Vicksburg campaign, see Frederick H. Dyer, A Compendium of the War of the Re- 
bellion (3 vols., New York, 1959), 111, 1325-26. 

Zbid. Ulysses. S .  Grant’s recollections and account of his army’s organization 
and movement prior to, during, and following the Vicksburg campaign can be found 
in Ulysses S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. S .  Grant ( 2  vols., New York, 1885). 
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as the regiment became much involved in Grant’s Vicksburg cam- 
paign. 

On January 24, 1863, Grant moved his headquarters from 
Memphis, Tennessee, to Youngspoint, Louisiana, across and up the 
Mississippi River from Vicksburg; and as he said in his memoirs, 
“The real work of the campaign and siege of Vicksburg now be- 
gan.”s The rainy winter had flooded much of the area for miles 
around Vicksburg, making it difficult for the Union forces to find 
sufficient dry ground for encampments. Grant put the army to 
work trying to open levees, dig channels, and clear bayous in an 
attempt to  find a safe water passage to get his troops past Vicks- 
burg and on dry land on the Mississippi side of the river. The 7th 
Missouri had remained at Memphis until February 21, when it 
joined the corps at Lake Providence. It may be presumed that the 
new arrivals joined in the canal digging in which the corps had 
been engaged since early February. In fact, the digging continued 
until the end of March, though long before that Grant had seen the 
futility of the effort. He believed in keeping troops busy, even if it 
was just busy work. By the first of April the water had receded, 
and Grant decided that he could march his troops across the pen- 
insula on the Louisiana side of the river to  a point called New 
Carthage, some thirty miles below Vicksburg. From there, with 
the help of Admiral David D. Porter and the United States Navy, 
it was hoped that the army could be transported across the river 
and placed in position to move in any of several  direction^.^ 

McClernand’s XI11 Corps left Millikins Bend the first week of 
April and two-and-a-half weeks later, having laid miles of corduroy 
roads and chased off lurking Rebels, was in the forward staging 
area near New Carthage. At the same time McPherson moved his 
XVII Corps by transports down the river from Lake Providence to 
Millikins Bend. Major General John A. Logan’s 3rd Division, in- 
cluding the 7th Missouri, landed on April 17. Early on the morning 
of April 25 the XVII was on the march to join with the XI11 near 
New Carthage. Some idea of Hall’s experiences can be gleaned 
from diaries of soldiers in his brigade. One, writing of the first 
day’s march, recorded, “The day was excessively warm, equal to a 
harvest day in Wisconsin.” April 26 was another hot, humid day, 
but the XVII “logged good marches.”1° The corps was not so fortu- 

RGrant, Personal Memoirs, I, 442. As the action around Vicksburg began, 
Grant had Brigadier General John A. McClernand’s XI11 Corps at Youngspoint and 
Millikins Bend, Major General William T. Sherman’s XV Corps on the Yazoo River 
side of Vicksburg, and McPherson with part of the XVII Corps at Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, about seventy miles above Vicksburg. 

9For Grant’s opinion of troop morale see ibid., 449. The following account of 
the Vicksburg campaign is based in large part on Bearss, Campaign for Vicksburg. 
For a general discussion of the Vicksburg campaign see James M. McPherson, Bat- 
tle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era (New York, 1988), 586-87. 

lo  Quoted in Bearss, Campaign for Vicksburg, 11, 298, 299. 



Civil War Career of James H .  Kinley 267 

nate the next day. Logan’s division, assigned to take the advance, 
led out in a heavy rainstorm that soon turned the roads into quag- 
mires. A private from the 3rd Brigade wrote: “we had to stop of- 
ten and wait for the teams, which got stalled in nearly every 
mudhole. . . . Sometimes the wheels were nearly buried in the ruts. 
Teams stalled and delayed the division for hours. . . . The mud 
stuck to our feet till they were nearly as large as a horse collar.”” 
So it went: one day it rained; the next the sun shone and dried the 
roads. On the afternoon of April 29 the two corps were united 
about thirty miles below New Carthage. At noon on April 30 the 
navy had McClernand’s XI11 across the river at Bruinsburg, Mis- 
sissippi; and by late evening Logan’s 1st and 3rd Brigades, includ- 
ing the 7th Missouri, were also across backing up the XI11 Corps. 
Hall was about to become a combat veteran. 

The next afternoon, May 1, McClernand’s lead division estab- 
lished contact with enemy troops near Port Gibson, eight miles 
eastward from Bruinsburg. In the ensuing battle Logan’s two bri- 
gades helped turn the enemy’s right flank, thus playing an impor- 
tant role in routing the Rebel force. The 7th Missouri was involved 
in the action, having one man killed, four wounded.12 On May 2 
the 7th was again engaged. McPherson sent Brigadier General 
John D. Stevenson and his 3rd Brigade to verify reports that the 
retreating Confederates had destroyed the road and railroad 
bridges across Bayou Pierre northwest of Port Gibson. The brigade 
discovered not only that the bridges had been destroyed but also 
that a strong force of Rebels from three Missouri regiments, sup- 
ported by four artillery pieces, were entrenched on the opposite 
bank of the river. Stevenson deployed the brigade and sent the 7th 
Missouri forward. The Yankee Missourians approached their side 
of the river bank, quickly dug in, “and a noisy firefight ensued 
between the Missourians in blue and those in grey.” About noon 
the Confederates brought up an additional Missouri regiment to 
step up the action. Two Union batteries were called up, and the 
artillery duel lasted until almost four o’clock. At that time Steven- 
son had his troops break off firing and return to Port Gibson. The 
7th Missourians must have dug in well as their only listed casualty 
was Colonel William S. Oliver who received a painful wound in the 
f00t.l~ On May 3 the brigade reached Hankinson’s Ferry on the Big 
Black River without further fighting. Considering the action that 
the 7th Missouri had seen the previous two days, it  is probably safe 
to assume that Hall had had his first taste of combat. He was soon 
to get another. 

l1 Quoted in ibid., 11, 300. 
l2 Casualty statistics have been taken from ibid., 405. 
l3 Quotation and account of casualty in ibid., 413. 
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Grant’s forces left the Hankinson’s Ferry area on the morning 
of May 7, 1863, heading toward Jackson, the Mississippi state cap- 
ital, where a Rebel army under the command of General Joseph E. 
Johnston was gathering. Advancing on a three-column front, with 
McPherson’s XVII Corps on the Federal right, the army did not 
meet any serious opposition until May 12. The XVII Corps’s objec- 
tive on that day was to occupy the town of Raymond. While the 
other two corps’ only trouble came at the end of the day’s march 
and was slight, McPherson’s XVII had an almost all-day battle. As 
the XVII moved out in the predawn darkness, its cavalry screen 
soon met fire from Rebel cavalry. As the morning advanced, the 
cavalry action became more intense. By nine o’clock, the horsemen 
having more than they could handle, McPherson ordered the cav- 
alry out to  the flanks. Two infantry regiments from Logan’s 2nd 
Brigade were deployed as skirmishers, and the corps again moved 
slowly ahead. Shortly before ten o’clock the skirmish line was mov- 
ing cautiously down a gently sloping open field when about one 
hundred yards from a belt of timber along Fourteenmile Creek it 
was met by rifle fire followed by cannon fire from a ridge about one 
thousand yards farther back. The skirmishers hit the ground, and 
the Battle of Raymond was on. Three brigades of Logan’s 3rd Di- 
vision, with the 7th Missouri very much involved, bore the brunt 
of this six-hour engagement. Yankee losses totaled 68 killed, 341 
wounded, and 37 missing; all but 5 killed and 6 wounded were 
from the 3rd Division. The 7th Missouri listed 9 killed, 57 
wounded, and 7 missing. Only two regiments, the 23rd Indiana and 
the 20th Ohio, reported more ~asua1ties.l~ A private in the 3rd Bri- 
gade, detailed to  help gather up the wounded, wrote in his diary: 
“I saw dead and wounded soldiers laying scattered here and there 
over the field. Some had their brains blown out, some were pierced 
through the heart, others through various parts of the body and 
limbs. I passed over the field . . . on the left; it was a dreadful sight. 
There were eighteen Union soldiers in a pile and the dead Rebels 
lying thick in the woods. The ground was covered with human 
blood.”15 Mr. Kinley did not tell me about this side of being a sol- 
dier. 

At dawn on May 13 McPherson’s corps left Raymond to march 
to Clinton, an important railroad center about ten miles from Jack- 
son. The XVII occupied the town in midafternoon, having met no 
resistance on the way. McPherson ordered his chief engineer to de- 
stroy the Southern Railroad of Mississippi as far west of Clinton as 
possible. The 7th Missouri was chosen for the job. At 2:OO a.m. the 
men were up and soon at  work about two miles from their camp 

l 4  Zbid., 516. 
‘ 5  Quoted in ibid., 511. 
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tearing up tracks and burning cattle guards, ties, and bridges. 
They finished their work of destruction to return to  Clinton just in 
time to join the march to Jackson. 

Sherman and McPherson had arranged to attack Jackson to- 
gether on the morning of May 14. The defenders, whose job was to 
delay the Union forces as long as possible to cover Johnston’s with- 
drawal, did their job well with the help of a torrential downpour. 
It was late afternoon before Jackson was in Union hands. The all- 
morning rain began as the Union forces were approaching. It 
rained so hard, in fact, that McPherson could not see what was 
happening; in addition he was afraid to have the troops load their 
guns for fear of getting the cartridges so wet that they could not 
be fired. When the rain stopped, McPherson discovered that Sher- 
man was attacking and that the defenders were in the process of 
withdrawing. He immediately ordered Brigadier General Marcel- 
lus M. Crocker’s brigade to attack. At the same time the 3rd Bri- 
gade was sent to cut off the retreating Rebels, but it was too late 
or did not move quickly enough to do so. Except for this bit of ac- 
tivity the brigade, including the 7th Missouri and presumably 
Hall, had been held in reserve all day. 

On the afternoon of the capture of Jackson, Grant learned that 
Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton, commanding the Confed- 
erate troops at Vicksburg, had left the Vicksburg defenses to  join 
forces with Johnston. Grant sent orders to McClernand to move the 
XI11 Corps at once, by the shortest route possible, to  Bolton, a point 
some twenty miles west of Jackson and the nearest place where 
Johnston and Pemberton could effect a junction. McPherson and 
the XVII left the Mississippi capital early on May 15 to join the 
XIII. By nightfall Grant had several divisions in position to move 
the next morning on Pemberton’s forces a few miles away. 

On May 16 the opposing forces locked in battle at Champion’s 
Hill where about four hours of hard fighting had been preceded by 
over two hours of skirmishes, “some of which,” says Grant, “rose 
almost to the dignity of battle.” For the Union the encounter was 
fought by three main divisions-McClernand’s 12th commanded by 
Brigadier General Alvin P. Hovey and McPherson’s 3rd under Lo- 
gan and 7th under Crocker. Grant points out that “every man of 
Hovey’s division and of McPherson’s two divisions was engaged 
during this battle.”I6 Although Grant’s comment is correct, the 7th 
Missouri was the lucky regiment among the three divisions. The 
only report of any participation by the 7th states that late in the 
day, with the Confederates rapidly withdrawing, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Stevenson “led a strike force consisting of the 81st Illinois, 7th 
Missouri, and De Golyer’s battery against the Confederate force . . . 

Grant, Personal Memoirs, I, 518. 
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reported massed west of the Jackson road bridge.” The troops ar- 
rived at the bridge to find that the expected enemy had left. In the 
Battle of Champion’s Hill the three Union divisions reported 376 
killed, 1,192 wounded, 161 missing. Of the thirty-two infantry reg- 
iments in these three divisions, only one-the 7th Missouri-had 
no ~asua1ties.l~ 

On the night of May 18 Grant had his army in front of the 
Vicksburg defenses. His attempts to  breach them on May 19 and 
again on May 22 were unsuccessful. The 7th Missouri did not par- 
ticipate in the first assault but was very much involved in the sec- 
ond. Hall was about to fight his last battle. 

Early on the morning of May 22 artillery from the XVII Corps 
began pounding the area that was to be attacked by the corps’s 1st 
and 3rd brigades. The objective of Stevenson’s 3rd Brigade was a 
reinforced earthworks, called the Great Redoubt, that topped a 
steep sloping incline near the center of the Vicksburg defenses. 
Taking advantage of the terrain to make a covered approach, Ste- 
venson assembled his men in a ravine two hundred yards south- 
east of the redoubt. He organized his troops into assaulting 
columns with the 8th Illinois and 32nd Ohio on the left, the 7th 
Missouri and 81st Illinois on the right. Scaling ladders were issued 
to the infantrymen, who then fixed bayonets and loaded their 
weapons with orders not to  fire them until reaching the Rebel 
works. The artillery fire ceased, and at Stevenson’s command the 
assaulting columns rushed forward and began to climb the steep 
grade leading to Great Redoubt. The right attacking column, led 
by Captain Robert Buchanan of the 7th Missouri, was immediately 
met by volley after volley from the defenders but did not falter. At 
a ditch fronting the defense works Stevenson called on the left at- 
tacking column to form in support of the right, at the same time 
ordering the 7th Missouri and 81st Illinois to deploy in battle line. 
In spite of the intense small arms and artillery fire pouring into 
their ranks, they carried out the maneuver. The enemy fire became 
so destructive that Stevenson ordered his troops to take cover be- 
hind the ditch. As the infantry hit the ground, the Federal artillery 
reopened fire, quickly silencing most of the Rebel pieces mounted 
on Great Redoubt. The barrage lifted, and Stevenson immediately 
ordered his men forward. With loud cheers the attacking column’s 
two regiments sprang across the ditch only to have their ranks 
swept by canister from two remaining Confederate guns. With a 
final desperate lunge the 7th Missouri planted their emerald green 
flag with the golden harp on the exterior slope of the works. Their 
cheers turned to curses as the Irishmen of the 7th discovered that 
their scaling ladders were too short! At the same time the 81st 

l 7  Bearss, Campaign for Vicksburg, 11, 646-51, quotation 628. 
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Illinois was taking heavy casualties. Stevenson ordered his attack- 
ing regiments to fall back, their withdrawal covered by the rest of 
the 3rd Brigade, which had taken position along the edge of the 
hollow two hundred yards in front of the redoubt. In this attack, 
lasting less than one-half hour, the 7th Missouri lost 9 killed and 
93 wounded, the third highest loss of all the regiments engaged in 
the May 22 assault on Vicksburg defenses.18 Hall had had a day to 
remember. 

The results of the attacks on May 19 and May 22 convinced 
Grant to change his tactics from assault to siege. From May 23 on, 
Union troops constantly fortified and pushed their positions nearer 
to the enemy, in many cases close enough to talk and to exchange 
insults; the closest of them all was Logan’s 3rd Division. Hall must 
have had an almost inside view of the activity during the siege; he 
quite probably had an active role. He may also have had a close 
view of the surrender on July 4. According to Grant, “At the ap- 
pointed hour the garrison of Vicksburg marched out of their works 
and formed line in front, stacked arms and marched back in good 
order. Our whole army present witnessed this scene without cheer- 
ing. Logan’s division, which had approached nearest the rebel 
works, was the first to march in . . . .”19 It is possible, however, that 
Hall was not present at the surrender. July 4, 1863, was a very hot 
day in Mississippi, and according to the diary of an Ohio private in 
the 3rd Brigade, many soldiers had been incapacitated by the heat 
during the march into Vicksburg.20 

On July 7, 1863, Hall was detailed to daily guard duty at 
McPherson’s headquarters; he remained on detached service at 
corps headquarters until placed on the Detachment Muster-out 
Roll in March, 1864. Company E’s muster roll lists only one ser- 
geant and three privates as assigned to detached service between 
July, 1863, and March, 1864. In fact, the rest of the 7th Missouri, 
including Company E, participated in several skirmishes and suf- 
fered casualties during this time. Hall, along with the other three- 
year veterans in the 7th who had not volunteered for another en- 
listment, was mustered out of service in St. Louis, on June 14, 
1864. 

When James H. Kinley, alias James H. Hall, arrived in Indi- 
ana as James H. Beanton is not known. Why Beanton enlisted at 
Kendallville on October 20, 1864, as a substitute for William Au- 
bum is also uncertain. It may have been the money. In the fall of 
1864 substitutes were receiving $300 or more from the men they 
replaced. It may also have been a desire to go back to finish the 

Zbid., 111, 862-69. 
19 Grant, Personal Memoirs, I, 564. 

Beams, Campaign for Vicksburg, 111, 1296n. 
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job; some 136,000 three-year veterans did reenlist that summer 
and 

According to his enlistment record Beanton was put on the roll 
of the 13th Indiana Infantry, on November 15, 1864, in Indiana- 
polis, Indiana. He is listed as joining Company A, 13th Indiana, 
3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, XXIV Corps at Bermuda Hundred, Vir- 
ginia, on December 2.22 The XXIV comprised most of the 6,500 
troops that Major General Benjamin F. Butler was assembling in 
Bermuda Hundred to join with Admiral Porter’s armada in an at- 
tack on Fort Fisher, North Carolina. This action was the final part 
of the Union’s plan to blockade the Confederate coastline com- 
p l e t e l ~ . ~ ~  Beanton was one of the Indiana soldiers assigned to this 
veteran regiment to replace three-year men who had chosen not to 
reenlist. 

Beanton had little time to get acquainted with his new outfit 
before Butler’s Fort Fisher campaign began. On December 7 the 
army was on overcrowded troopships going down the James River 
on the way to North Carolina. The transports arrived at the ren- 
dezvous point about twenty miles from the fort on the evening of 
December 15. Porter’s fleet of fifty warships arrived three days 
later along with bad weather, which delayed any further action for 
several days and caused widespread seasickness that added to the 
discomfort of those on the tightly packed troopships. 

On December 24 the navy vessels came into line in a near 
semicircle about one-half mile offshore from Fort Fisher. At 11:30 
Porter gave the command to commence firing. He had not waited 
for Butler to  get his troop convoys on the scene, and they arrived 
too late to  attempt a landing and assault that day. Porter broke off 
the bombardment at  nightfall not knowing that despite all the 
shelling Fort Fisher had suffered little damage and few casualties. 
On Christmas day the navy opened fire at 10:30 a.m., and at noon 
about three thousand troops, mostly from the XXIV Corps, went 
ashore. By 4:OO p.m. Yankee skirmishers had moved up to within 
about fifty yards of the fort as the fleet’s guns increased the tempo 
of firing. Porter, believing it impossible for humans to withstand 
such fire, peered through his spyglass to  watch the assault. To his 
amazement there was no attack; the Union troops were retreating 

21 Bruce Catton, A Stillness at Appomattox (Garden City, N. Y., 19571, 35; Mc- 
Pherson, Battle Cry ofFreedom, 601, 720. 

In addition to military records from the National Archives see Terrell, Report 
of the Adjutant General, IV, 256. 

23 An account and analysis of the battle for Fort Fisher and other military cam- 
paigns in North Carolina can be found in John G. Barrett, The Civil War in North 
Carolina (Chapel Hill, N. C., 1963). See also general discussions in McPherson, 
Battle Cry ofFreedom, 819-20, passim. For a brief discussion of the activities of the 
13th Indiana after Beanton joined the regiment see Terrell, Report of the Adjutant 
General, 11, 111. 
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to their landing crafts. Butler had taken a good look, decided that 
the naval fire had done little damage and that only a siege would 
reduce the fort, and had ordered the troops to reembark and sail 
back to Hampton Roads, Virginia. Butler was in such a hurry to  
get off the beach that he left the 2nd Division’s 1st Brigade behind 
for the navy to rescue, much to Porter’s disgust. That most of the 
troops involved were from the 2nd Division indicates that Beanton 
could have been ashore during this first attempt on Fort Fisher. 

Admiral Porter made it clear to Lincoln and Grant that given 
the same troops and a different general he could take Fort Fisher.24 
Lincoln removed Butler, and Grant put Major General Alfred H. 
Terry in command. On January 6, 1865, Terry’s troops sailed from 
Fortress Monroe for North Carolina. This time the army and navy 
were coordinated. The two forces arrived before Fort Fisher on the 
evening of January 12. The following morning Porter’s ironclads 
and mortars took their position literally within point-blank range 
of Fort Fisher and opened a telling bombardment. Also that morn- 
ing Terry, aided by the navy, began the job of landing his troops 
and supplies on the beach about five miles from the fort and well 
out of range of its guns. The troops landed, and the remainder of 
the fleet swung into line much closer than in December. They 
joined in the bombardment with great effectiveness, disabling six- 
teen of the guns on the ocean side of the Porter continued 
firing during the night, giving the fort’s defenders no time to re- 
pair damages and causing them great difficulty in caring for the 
rapidly mounting casualties. On January 14 the navy increased 
the fire rate, pouring one hundred shells per minute on and into 
the fort. During the afternoon Terry joined Porter aboard his flag- 
ship to make careful plans for the next day’s assault. The naval 
bombardment would be increased on the morning of January 15, 
with the attack to commence at 3:OO p.m. on a signal from Terry 
to  Porter. At 9:00 a.m. the bombardment began. Colonel William 
Lamb, commander of Fort Fisher, reported: “the fleet, which had 
been annoying us all through the night, redoubled its fire on the 
land-face. The sea was calm, the naval gunners had become accu- 
rate by practice, and before noon but one heavy gun, protected by 
the angle of the north-east bastion, remained serviceable on the 
face.”26 

The 13th was actively involved in the capture of Fort Fisher. 
About noon, while the fleet was pouring a lively fire on the fort, 
one hundred sharpshooters and diggers from the 13th had moved 

24 Grant, Personal Memoirs, 11, 395. 
2s For contemporary personal accounts of the battle for Fort Fisher see Robert 

Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buel, eds., Battles and Leaders (4 vols., 
New York, 1956), IV, 649, 658, passim. 

2fi Ibid., 649. 
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out ahead of the 2nd Division as skirmishers. Half of them were 
carrying shovels, the other half two guns to a man so that at every 
halt the digger could become a combatant as soon as he had dug a 
hole large enough for him and his c0mrade.~7 As Lamb later re- 
ported, “The enemy were now preparing to assault; we saw . . . 
their columns along the river-shore massing for the attack, while 
their sharp-shooters were firing upon every head that showed itself 
upon our  front.”28 

At 3:OO p.m. Terry signaled Porter that the troops were in po- 
sition to attack. Suddenly the navy’s guns stopped firing; ship 
steam whistles began blowing. At Porter’s suggestion it was a two- 
pronged attack, one on the sea face of the fort by 1,600 sailors, 
armed with cutlasses and pistols and supported by 400 marines 
with muskets, the second on the northeast beach side by the army. 
With the sounding of the assault signal the sailors rushed forward 
to be met from front and flank by canister and grape artillery fire. 
Then, as they reached the slope of the fort, a withering infantry 
fire greeted them from the ramparts. A surviving naval officer 
wrote: “The rush of the sailors was over . . . the enemy were 
crowding the ramparts not forty yards away, and shooting into 
them as fast as they could fire. There was nothing to reply with 
but pistols. . . . Flesh and blood could not long endure being killed 
in this slaughter-pen, and the rear of the sailors broke, followed by 
the whole body, in spite of all efforts to rally them.”29 

As the sailors were being repulsed, the army was fighting its 
way into the fort. The 2nd Division’s 1st Brigade led off, immedi- 
ately followed by the 2nd and 3rd brigades. Lieutenant William 
Ketcham, Company I, 13th Indiana, in a letter home a few days 
after the capture of Fort Fisher, described the 13th Indiana’s ad- 
vance on the fort: 
Our brigade formed about a third of a mile from the fort . . . . 

When the signal to charge was given we started in good order; but ditches, 
ponds and bushes soon destroyed every sign of a line, and we rushed on pel1 mell, a 
regular mob. Nobody could have kept line. When we got to the fort, I tried to form 
as many of my company as I could find. I had just got ten files together, when 
Stepp’s “Forward, Company E!” sent them all ahead in a pile. I gave up all hope of 
keeping a line, and directed my attention to getting the men up to the front. 

. . . Toward us there was a palisade about fifteen feet high, made of logs stuck 
in the ground. There was but one way of getting in, and that was across a bridge 
which led to the gate. But the planks had been taken up . . . . The grape more than 
whistled as we passed here.” 

The three brigades gained the palisades and then the parapet be- 
tween the wall and the river, the 13th carrying and holding the 

27 [Catharine Merrill], The Soldier ofzndiana in the War for the Union ( 2  vols., 
Indianapolis, 1866, 1869), 11, 785-86. 

Johnson and Ruel, Battles and Leaders, IV, 649. 
Zbid., 648. 

30 Merrill, The Soldier oflndiana in the War for the Union, 11, 786-87. 
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counterscarp on the beach face of the fort.31 A savage hand-to-hand 
battle developed. Bayonets, knives, gun butts came into use as 
cursing men, locked together, rolled in the sand, slugging it out. 
Just as it seemed that the Rebels were gaining the upper hand, 
more Yankee regiments came pouring in as the navy reopened fire, 
dropping shells into the fort ahead of the advancing Union men. 
The Confederate troops, outnumbered and outgunned, put up a 
fierce fight, literally yielding ground a yard at  a time. It was ten 
o’clock that night when, out of ammunition, those who could not 
slip away finally surrendered. One Yankee writing home the next 
day said, “If hell is what it is said to be, then the interior of Fort 
Fisher is a fair comparis~n.”~~ 

Private Beanton had not taken nearly as long as Private Hall 
to get his battle experience and to take part in a major Union vic- 
tory. 

On February 9, 1865, the troops at  Fort Fisher were reenforced 
by the arrival of Brigadier General John M. Schofield with Major 
General Jacob D. Cox and his 3rd Division, XXIII Corps, with an 
additional division on the way. Grant had sent Schofield to take 
command of the Union forces in North Carolina, his mission to link 
up with Sherman’s army-then in South Carolina-at Goldsboro, 
North Carolina. From Goldsboro, Sherman, with the added armies 
of Schofield and Terry, would be in position to attack Robert E. 
Lee’s rear in Virginia or any Confererate armies left in the Caro- 
linas. On February 11 Schofield, not waiting for the arrival of the 
second division, left Fort Fisher with Cox’s division and Terry’s 
troops, including the 13th Indiana, to begin his North Carolina 
campaign. The 13th was not involved seriously in an engagement 
at Sugar Loaf about eight miles up the Cape Fear River from Fort 
Fisher on February 11 or across the river at Fort Anderson a few 
days later. The minor action at Fort Anderson on February 18 
seems, in fact, to have been the last actual fighting in which Bean- 
ton was engaged during the Civil War. Cox’s brigades, moving up 
the west bank of the river toward Wilmington, had several engage- 
ments with Rebel troops. The 13th Indiana, as part of Terry’s com- 
mand, moving up the east bank, had not even a skirmish.33 

Cox’s forces joined Terry’s troops in Wilmington on February 
22. Following the capture of the city, Schofield moved his head- 
quarters eighty miles northeast to  New Bern to direct the opera- 
tion for the capture of Goldsboro, which was situated about sixty 

31 An account of the battle for Fort Fisher written shortly after the war can be 
found in John S. C. Abbott, The History of the Civil War in America . . . (2 vols., 
New York, 1863, 18661, 11, 529-46. 

32 Quoted in Shelby Foote, The Civil War: A Narrative (3 vols., New York, 
1986), 111, 746. 

Dyer, A Compendium of the War of Rebellion, 11, 825. 
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miles west. On March 6 Cox and his forces moved from New Bern 
toward Goldsboro. At the same time Terry with his Fort Fisher 
divisions advanced toward Goldsboro eighty miles almost due 
north from Wilmington. Cox’s divisions had several days of fierce 
fighting in their advance, whereas, again, Terry’s troops seem to 
have moved unopposed. On March 21 Cox’s men were in Goldsboro 
with Terry’s corps encamped a few miles away. Sherman arrived 
in the town on March 23. Situated on the coastal rail lines from 
New Bern and Wilmington, Goldsboro was to serve as a rail junc- 
tion and supply depot for Sherman’s campaign against the Confed- 
erates under Johnston. On April 8 Sherman wrote to Grant, “On 
Monday at daylight all my army will move straight on Joe John- 
ston, supposed to be between me and Raleigh, and I will follow him 
wherever he goes.”34 The Civil War was about to end, and James 
H. Kinley, alias James H. Beanton, was there to  witness it. 

The Union troops moved out on the morning of April 10 know- 
ing that Richmond had been taken, that the war was coming to a 
close. Sherman occupied Raleigh on April 13 without a fight, John- 
ston having retreated from the North Carolina capital upon learn- 
ing of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Courthouse. Johnston then 
put out surrender feelers. It was at Bennett’s Farmhouse, about 
thirty miles beyond Raleigh, that on April 18 Sherman and John- 
ston agreed to surrender terms. The 13th Indiana was among the 
troops present on this occasion. Except for a few scattered actions 
the war was over. 

What did Beanton do after the fighting ended? According to 
the muster roll for Company A of the 13th Indiana Infantry Regi- 
ment, from May through August, 1865, he was on detached service 
with the provost guard at the headquarters of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, X Army Corps, serving mostly as a courier at Raleigh 
and Goldsboro. Beanton was mustered out of service at Goldsboro 
on September 5, 1865. As indicated, shortly after his discharge he 
returned to New Paris, Indiana, as James H. Kinley and spent the 
remainder of his life in that area. 

This search through Civil War war records began with the be- 
lief that James H. Kinley, my friend and neighbor, had been a 
prisoner in Libby Prison and with the desire to know more about 
his war experiences and the history of the Lincoln silhouette cut- 
out. Thanks to Mr. Kinley’s having filed for a Civil War veteran’s 
pension and his wife’s having filed for a widow’s pension, I know a 
great deal more about his war record than when the search began. 
I know where and when he twice volunteered for army service un- 
der names other than his own, the regiments with which he served, 
his length of service in each, and where and when he was mustered 

34 Quoted in Barrett, Civil War in North Carolina, 370. 
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out. I can surmise with some degree of certainty that he partici- 
pated in two of the Civil War’s memorable campaigns, the capture 
of Vicksburg and the fall of Fort Fisher, and that he was in several 
skirmishes and battles but was never wounded or captured. He 
may well have been present at the surrender of Vicksburg and at 
Johnston’s surrender to  Sherman at Bennett’s Farmhouse. His de- 
tached service records would indicate that his officers considered 
him a dependable soldier: “goof-offs” do not get the assignments 
that he had nor do soldiers who disappear when the shooting 
starts. 

But what of the silhouette cutout of Abraham Lincoln that Mr. 
Kinley gave his little friend some seventy years ago? Mr. Kinley 
was never a prisoner at Libby. Approximately fifty years after the 
Civil War, however, the cutout was one of his keepsakes, and he 
shared it with a little boy. I prefer to believe the story about how 
it was used by the prisoners and to assume that the boy’s mother 
misunderstood Mr. Kinley’s possession of it. The mystery of the 
silhouette merely adds to the enigma of a young Hoosier who 
served almost four years in the Union Army as a volunteer from 
two different states and under two different names, neither of them 
his own. 


