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Other aspects of domesticity that are considered in relation- 
ship to house designs include childrearing, the growing differentia- 
tion between women’s and men’s work that accompanied the ‘‘ ‘de- 
feminization’ of agriculture” (p. 951, and farm women’s growing 
perception of their work as drudgery. McMurry’s discussion of 
drudgery is particularly illuminating; it suggests that  women felt 
increasingly burdened as they withdrew from farm work, as their 
families prospered, and even as they acquired advanced tools such 
as sewing machines. 

McMurry’s argument about drudgery, like most of the book, 
rests on the author’s penetrating study of the principal nineteenth- 
century farm journals. As she recognizes, those journals pose a 
problem; they provide much less information about the “progres- 
sive families” (p. 26) that  contributed plans and opinions than she 
would like to have. Apart from a few well-known contributors, 
such as Lewis Falley Allen, her progressive house designers are 
shadowy figures. Despite that  difficulty, the journals document the 
ideas of a great many thoughtful farm people as no other sources 
do. McMurry makes exemplary use of their words and pictures and 
also draws upon an imposing mass of other primary and secondary 
sources. Both her analysis and her bibliography will be helpful to 
students of nineteenth-century rural life. 
DONALD B. MARTI is associate professor of history, Indiana University at South 
Bend. He studies American rural institutions and is now writing about women’s 
participation in the Grange. 

Taking the University to the People: Seventy-five Years of Coopera- 
tive Extension. By Wayne D. Rasmussen. (Ames: Iowa State 
University Press, 1989. Pp. ix, 300. Illustrations, appendixes, 
select bibliography, index. $24.95.) 

In this volume Wayne D. Rasmussen surveys the history of the 
Cooperative Extension throughout the entire nation. The book 
commemorates the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Smith Lever 
Act, which established the Cooperative Extension Service in 1914. 
Approaching the subject in both a chronological and topical man- 
ner, Rasmussen first presents (following a n  introductory chapter) 
four chapters on the historical development of Extension, tracing 
the organization from the days of farmers’ institutes through the 
end of World War 11. He then treats his subject in a topical manner 
in chapters on the relationship between Extension and the farmer; 
the home (including health and nutrition); youth and leadership; 
and rural and community development. He ends with a chapter on 
the next seventy-five years, discussing problems that Extension 
may face and making some suggestions for the future. Throughout, 
he has much praise for the Extension Service and its accomplish- 
ments. 
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In his efforts to survey the entire field of Cooperative Exten- 
sion in the United States, Rasmussen faces a formidable, perhaps 
even impossible, t ask .  Although a l l  state Extension Services 
shared a common structure and relationship with the United 
States Department of Agriculture, regional variations affected the 
thinking and procedures of local Extension officials. Even the ac- 
ceptance of Extension by area farmers varied from state to state; 
in fact, i t  often varied from township to township within the same 
county. Although Rasmussen does briefly note many of these dif- 
ferences, many regional and state variations are unavoidably ob- 
scured because of his wide perspective. 

Even with this limitation the book manifests the  vast knowl- 
edge of Extension that  Rasmussen has  gained over a professional 
lifetime of working for the USDA. It provides a n  excellent general 
overview of the Extension Service throughout the country and a 
thorough understanding of the way the cooperative relationship 
worked between the USDA, the state land grant  colleges, and the 
county Extension organizations. The reader only wishes tha t  the 
book were twice its present length so tha t  Rasmussen might have 
included more information on the Extension Service after 1945 and 
more on specific state services, information tha t  he  obviously pos- 
sesses. The volume is well written and provides a n  informative and 
a readable account for both the professional and the lay person. 
DOROTHY SCHWIEDEK is professor of history, Iowa State University, Ames. Her most 
recent publication, coauthored with Joseph Hraba and Elmer Schweider, is Bwton:  
Work and Racial Equality in a Coal Mining Community (1987). She is now working 
on a history of the Iowa State University Cooperative Extension Service. 

Regions and Regionalism in the United States. By Michael Brad- 
shaw. (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1988. Pp. x, 
187. Figures, graphs, maps, tables, bibliography, index. Cloth- 
bound, $27.50; paperbound, $12.95.) 

Region and Regionalism in the United States: A Source Book for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences. By Michael Steiner and 
Clarence Mondale. (New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1988. 
Pp. xvii, 495. Notes, bibliographies, index. $69.00.) 

Michael Bradshaw in his overview of American regionalism 
contends that  a regional perspective would enhance public policy 
decisions with regard to many issues; however, he believes tha t  
there is a problem with identifying the most appropriate set of 
regions. A British geographer, he argues tha t  the  confusion over 
contemporary regions of America results from “the fact t ha t  most 
regional geographies assume a ‘snapshot’ static view of regional 
divisions.” Instead, he states, “A historical input is required” (p. 
27). Bradshaw, however, does not seem to have considered the 


