Review Notices

Indiana’s Favorite Sons, 1840-1940. By Ralph D. Gray. (Indianap-
olis: Indiana Historical Society, 1988. Pp. 40. Illustrations.
Paperbound, $3.00.)

Well illustrated and handsomely produced, this pamphlet will in-
troduce readers to one of the more interesting and important fea-
tures of Indiana’s history—the large number of Hoosiers nominated
on presidential or vice-presidential ballots. Ralph D. Gray sketches
reasons for this achievement and provides analyses of the cam-
paigns and careers of these favorite sons, from William Henry Har-
rison to Wendell Willkie, with a closing mention of J. Danforth
Quayle. Readers interested in more detail can consult the collec-
tion of essays Gray edited and published in 1977 under the title
Gentlemen From Indiana: National Party Candidates, 1836—1940.
James H. Madison, Indiana University, Bloomington.

Manhole Covers of Fort Wayne, Indiana. By Kathryn Moore. (Leo,
Ind.: the author, 1988. Pp. 104. Illustrations, bibliography.
Paperbound, $7.50.)

Here is good evidence that history is fun and literally underfoot.
Kathryn Moore’s energetic pursuit of the manhole covers of Fort
Wayne has been a labor of love and shows that what appears at
first glance to be a simple, even mundane, subject can with enthu-
siasm and skill become a meaningful part of the study of the past.
Moore has made some seventy-five rubbings of different manhole
covers in Fort Wayne and includes these rubbings and a listing as
well as guides for others who might to stoop down to this kind of
project elsewhere. James H. Madison, Indiana University, Bloom-
ington.

Wildflowers of Indiana. Original paintings by Maryrose Wampler.
Text by Fred Wampler. (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1988. Pp. xix, 177. Illustrations, bibliography, index.
$45.00.)

Although prosaically entitled in the manner of a field guide, Wild-
flowers of Indiana is, literally, a work of art. Eighty plates, repro-
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duced from exquisitely detailed watercolor paintings, depict over
three hundred species of plants and flowers in their Indiana set-
tings. Scenes range from fields and woodlands to roadsides and from
season to season. Flowers vary from the delicate, pale pink Spring
Beauty to the flamboyant orange Butterfly Weed of summer to the
rusty purple Ironweed of late summer and fall. The informal text
includes accurate identifications and descriptions of the artist’s
wildflowers as well as personal stories and experiences. This beau-
tiful volume evokes memories of walks through spring woods after
a rain and rambles over crisp autumn meadows in the Indiana
countryside. Lorna Lutes Sylvester, Indiana University, Blooming-
ton.



