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for their passage and employment. This system of chain migration
made it possible for extended families and entire villages of land-
less to relocate in new settlements in America and elsewhere, thus
creating Low German colonies as news trickled back.

Not all German emigrants of the early nineteenth century were
from the landless rural class, but this group came to the United
States in such great numbers that they shaped the character of the
migration. The goal of these emigrants was to own land. Few of
the part-time weavers and artisans continued their old crafts com-
mercially after establishing themselves as farmers in Missouri.
Cheap agricultural land in America enabled the land-hungry emi-
grants to fulfill their dreams of owning property, establishing an
independent economic existence, and gaining respectability (pp. 168-
69).

Kamphoefner provides convincing statistical evidence in the
numerous tables based on his German sources. United States popu-
lation and agricultural censuses, as well as county histories, church
histories, and Missouri German-language newspapers, were used
to track the emigrants after their settlement in Missouri. Kam-
phoefner’s work also challenges earlier ideas of the nature and re-
sults of emigration. The author refutes the myth of the importance
of emigration agents and their propaganda as a major “influence
on the volume or direction of migration” (p. 58). He challenges Mack
Walker’s characterization of the pre-1865 emigrant as a middle-
class landed peasant or master craftsman (pp. 41, 45). Oscar Han-
dlin’s image of the uprooted immigrant as disconnected and diso-
riented does not apply to Kamphoefner’s north Germans in Missouri
(pp. 5, 199).

The Westfalians is of great value to those interested in Indi-
ana’s immigration, ethnic, local, and family history. The reasons
cited for emigration apply equally well to the many north Germans
who chose Indiana rather than Missouri and rerooted their way of
life in such places as Oldenburg, Huntersville, the White Creek
area of Jackson and Bartholomew counties, and other rural Indi-
ana communities.

WIiLLIAM L. SELM is historian for the Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission
and vice-president of the Indiana German Heritage Society. His ancestors (half from
Westfalia and Oldenburg) came before the Civil War and settled as artisans and
farmers in Franklin County, Indiana.

The Great Triumvirate: Webster, Clay, and Calhoun. By Merrill D.
Peterson. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987. Pp. x, 573.
Illustrations, notes, index. $27.95.)

In this finely crafted narrative Merrill D. Peterson presents a
compelling and informing collective biography of the Great Trium-
virate of nineteenth century American politics, Daniel Webster,
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Henry Clay, and John C. Calhoun. Together they dominated the
national scene from the War of 1812 until the great sectional crisis
of 1850. Between those benchmark years each served in the House,
in the Senate, and as secretary of state (Webster in three different
administrations). Each hungered for the presidency, but it eluded
them while those perceived as lesser men took the coveted place.
All three died between 1850 and 1852 as the union they had helped
shape began to disintegrate.

Peterson chronicles the lives and times of the Great Triumvir-
ate expertly and gracefully. His book is old-fashioned narrative
history in the grand style. He explains both well-known and minor
events and issues in a way that evokes the sense of the age and
illuminates personalities. Using primary as well as secondary
sources, the author examines the careers of these three “master
spirits” (p. 234) and their relationships with each other. He devel-
ops a theme that none of them felt equal to the greatness of the
founding fathers but that all held it a self-imposed moral duty to
conserve the heritage they had received.

Peterson seems to admire Webster least and Clay most. The
Godlike Daniel in his view was “a contrast between intellectual
power and moral weakness, between patriotism and ambition, vir-
tue and venality, the genius of statesmanship and the artifice of
politics” (p. 391). Calhoun had “a tendency to turn his feelings into
intellectual speculations, to become obsessed with his ideas, and to
push them to their ultimate conclusions, no matter how absurd” (p.
152). In contrast Clay is praised for his “genius for accommodation,
... sensitivity to opposing political pressures, and his ingenuity in
adapting old policies to new conditions” (p. 230). Peterson’s Clay
emerges as a natural leader, dignified, self-possessed, and coura-
geous.

The Civil War, Peterson argues, was a judgment on the Trium-
virate. For Clay’s memory the war “offered grim proof of the limits
of compromise”; for Webster it demonstrated the fragility of law
before “moral and social forces he never truly understood”; the ru-
ined South became “Calhoun’s real monument” (pp. 495-96). Yet,
as the author shows, the three left another legacy. Webster helped
define the concept of American nationhood, Clay contributed to the
art of pragmatic politics, and Calhoun shaped an imposing theory
of federalism. Together they remain “fixed figures in the American
pantheon” (p. 499).

This is a fine work by a master historian. All students of nine-
teenth century American history and biography will value it.

KENNETH R. STEVENS is assistant professor of history, Texas Christian University,
Fort Worth. He is editor of the Diplomatic Papers of Daniel Webster. His book Bor-
der Diplomacy: The Caroline and McLeod Affairs in Anglo-American-Canadian Re-
lations, 1837—1842 is forthcoming from the University of Alabama Press.



