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Indiana: A n  Illustrated History. By Patrick J .  Furlong. (North- 
ridge, Calif.: Windsor Publications, Inc., in cooperation with 
the Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, 1985. Pp. 
232. Maps, illustrations, bibliography, index. $24.95.) 

This is not just a coffee-table book to impress one’s friends. 
It offers a solid narrative history checked by such recognized 
state historians as Ralph D. Gray, James H. Madison, and Don- 
ald F. Carmony. Patrick J .  Furlong teaches history a t  Indiana 
University a t  South Bend and is a popular lecturer. He had the 
assistance of Mary Ellen Gadski, an architectural historian who 
found some early pictures of Indiana life in places many histo- 
rians would overlook, and Judy Keene, a journalist who has 
specialized in business biography and commercial developments. 

The splendid format was made possible by support from the 
Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana and seventy-five other 
organizations and individuals, a combination not likely to occur 
again. The California publisher was generous in using a large 
page and lavish in including 235 color and black and white il- 
lustrations. It is a text to read carefully, and a book to fan 
through to study the pictures. Without interrupting the main 
narrative, the author treats several individuals in separate ar- 
ticles inserted on gray-colored pages. He also expresses some 
hard-hitting opinions on the Klan, Governor Paul McNutt, school 
segregation, and other subjects. The end of the historical text is 
followed by sixteen pages of colored pictures and then a chapter 
on nineteen businesses and organizations by Judy Keene. 

This reviewer found himself suffering from rising expecta- 
tions in the illustrations and consequent disappointment. There 
are some curious omissions: no picture of Harrison’s home, or 
the rebuilt capitol building, or the Clark memorial in Vin- 
cennes; no view of the reconstructed Fort Wayne; two early, dis- 
tant views of New Harmony, but no close-ups of surviving 
Harmony buildings; and an inadequate view of only one of the 
several modern architectural gems in Columbus. Colleges fare 
poorly-several are barely mentioned and only three campuses are 
shown. Only five of Indiana’s famous state parks are illustrated, 
and the two most picturesque are omitted: Spring Mill State Park 
and Angel Mounds State Memorial. 

The book is good and worth owning, yet it is not as good 
pictorially as it could have been. Was the subvention not large 
enough to allow any more pictures? Even a dozen more would 
have enhanced the volume immeasurably. A second opportunity 
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for this kind of cooperative production is not likely to be ar- 
ranged. 

Hendersonville. N.C.  Howard H. Peckham 

A Rush County Retrospect, 1980’~-1920’s. [By Donald T. Zimmer 
et al.] 2 volumes, plus paperbound index compiled by Ruth 
Dorrel. (Rushville, Ind.: Rush County Historical Society, in 
cooperation with the Indiana Historical Bureau, 1984. Pp. 
xii, 416; vi, 552. Illustrations, notes, maps, figures, tables, 
appendix, index. $70.00.) 
In 1976 the Rush County Historical Society decided to up- 

date A. L. Gary and E. B. Thomas, Centennial History of Rush  
County (1921). The Society engaged an historian, Donald T. 
Zimmer of Tri-State University, and got some technical help from 
the Indiana Historical Bureau, but kept much of the project in 
local hands. The family, organizational, and business histories 




