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haps more significant if not more interesting are chapters deal-
ing with the emergence of national patriotism in a society
dedicated to the proposition that locality and state laid primary
claim upon the citizen’s loyalty. This analysis appears in an early
chapter titled “The True Spirit of Patriot Virtue.” Almost inev-
itably, such discussion turns late in the book to “The War and
the Republic,” an examination of the contentions of those who
did and those who did not consider the war to be in keeping with
republican institutions. In volume at least, the former far ex-
ceeded the latter, but time would cast a different light upon the
matter. The last line of the book speaks of the untoward conse-
quences, “unanticipated, baffling, and fraught with peril for the
republic” (p. 312). Unanticipated consequences stalk us ever, and
Johannsen provides an admirable depiction of the outlook of mid-
century America just before the glow receded and the conse-
quences came home to roost.

University of Washington, Lewis O. Saum
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Dark Lanterns: Secret Political Societies, Conspiracies, and
Treason Trials in the Civil War. By Frank L. Klement. (Ba-
ton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1984. Pp. xiii,
263. Notes, illustrations, bibliographical essay, index.
$25.00.)

Frank L. Klement has devoted most of his illustrious career
to the study and reinterpretation of Civil War Copperheadism.
His forays into this intriguing historiographical territory have
led consistently to conclusions that, in his own words, “run
counter to the orthodox or accepted interpretations” (p. xi). Now
Klement focuses his revisionist glasses upon the era’s secret po-
litical societies, the conspiracies they allegedly hatched, and the
treason trials which government leaders used to portray all
Democrats as disloyal traitors.

Once again the Marquette University scholar has combined
careful research with cogent argumentation to counter histori-
ans’ misrepresentations of Lincoln’s opponents. According to
Klement, consensus historians, failing to differentiate fact from
fantasy, have elevated Republican wartime propaganda to the
stature of historical truth and have thus transformed conspiracy
theories into “a part of accepted history.” This “marriage of myth
and history” (p. 6) needs correction, and Klement performs that
task admirably.

At the same time, he tells a fascinating story in a lively
manner. Klement discusses four secret societies: the Knights of
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the Golden Circle, the Order of American Knights, the Sons of
Liberty, and the patriotic, Lincoln-supporting Union League. He
describes their origins, growth, and colorful personnel in rich
detail. He convincingly demonstrates that the three Copperhead
groups were little more than paper organizations based on “pre-
tense rather than reality” (p. 108) and that they were never via-
ble threats to the Union war effort. In fact, they were small,
ineffectual bands which held no resemblance to the evil, conspir-
atorial, and gigantic monoliths depicted by Republican propa-
gandists. The latter image, created by Governors Richard Yates
and Oliver P. Morton and their appointed mythmakers, became
the basis for exposes of supposed Copperhead plots to form a
Northwest Confederacy and to release rebel prisoners from Chi-
cago’s Camp Douglas. By using fabricated tales and rigged court
proceedings, government spokesmen thus made “dark lanterns”
into something they were not, and generations of historians have
gullibly swallowed the fantasy.

Such a stark departure from standard historical interpreta-
tion demands more than adequate documentation. Klement suc-
cessfully meets that criterion through an ample use of primary
sources, a highly informative bibliographical essay, and an ex-
ceptionally helpful survey of the literature. Likewise, his in-
sights into Hoosier politics and the Indianapolis treason trial are
a boon to students of Indiana history. Unfortunately, though,
Klement mistakenly reports that Oliver P. Morton was elected
to a four-year term as governor in 1860 (pp. 21, 94, 112), when
in fact he was chosen as lieutenant-governor in the short-lived
administration of Henry Smith Lane. The author also overuses
clichés and trite expressions, thus giving his narrative an al-
most melodramatic effect that runs the risk of inadvertently cre-
ating a new pro-Copperhead myth. Still, Dark Lanterns is a
welcome, albeit controversial, addition to Copperhead literature.

Franklin College of Indiana, Lloyd A. Hunter
Franklin

Harvest of Grief: Grasshopper Plagues and Public Assistance in
Minnesota, 1873-78. By Annette Atkins. (St. Paul: Minne-
sota Historical Society Press, 1984. Pp. 147. Illustrations,
maps, figures, note on sources, notes, index. $12.95.)

“The streets full of hoppers, the gardens, the very lawns
eaten bare by them. Gloom over everything.” Minnesota politi-
cian and future Populist Ignatius Donnelly penned this melan-
choly note in his diary on June 6, 1877—the final year of the
devastating “harvest of grief” described by Annette Atkins.





