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To date there has been no satisfactory life of Davis. The 
best of a rather poor lot is Hudson Strode’s laudatory three- 
volume work, Jefferson Davis, completed in 1964. Eaton’s book, 
based on a lifetime of research on the Old South and the 
Confederacy, is superior to any of its predecessors; but it is still 
not the definitive biography of this puzzling figure who pre- 
sided over the South‘s experiment in rebellion. 

The University of Texas at Austin Norman D. Brown 

Another Part of  the Twenties. By Paul A. Carter. (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1977. Pp. xiii, 229. Sources, 
index. $9.95.) 

Tin Lizzies, raccoon coats, flaming youth, and something 
called “normalcy” are all part of the colorful, simplistic set of 
images reminiscent of the 1920s, one of the least understood 
decades in American history. Paul A. Carter’s scholarship, 
however, strives to go beyond these stereotypical interpreta- 
tions by depicting that “broad continuum of Americans” who 
neither flapped nor flamed but “whose stories have never 
properly been read into the record.” Since Carter offers his 
conclusions “in addition to, not as a replacement of” more 
familiar portraits (p. x), he omits such well-worn subjects as the 
Ku Klux Klan or Charles Lindbergh. As a result, the reader 
encounters a series of perceptive essays analyzing the uncon- 
ventional, be it the Women’s Organization for National Prohib- 
ition Reform or Albert Einstein and the “democratizing” of 
science. 

Carter’s first chapter is his most provocative, encompassing 
as it does an unlikely combination of subjects (August Derleth, 
Ray Bradbury, Sinclair Lewis, and George McGovern) while 
exploring the ballyhooed “revolt against the village.” Carter 
contends that scholars have exaggerated the significance of the 
“watershed” census of 1920, when a statistically urban nation 
supposedly replaced agrarian America. Challenging the gov- 
ernment’s misleadingly liberal definition of “urban” (2,500 
people or more), the author argues that historians have ignored 
the persistence of rural values and loyalties, which endured 
even in McGovern’s radicalism of the 1920s. Though relying on 
some admittedly problematical sources-the reminiscences of 
three authors and one politician several years later-Carter 
concludes that if an “end of American innocence” came before 
the 1920s, “some Americans seem never to have gotten the 
message” (p. 17). 
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Carter enhances his interpretations of the 1920s with chap- 
ters on the peace movement and on women. His aims are both 
to  question previous assumptions and to present new informa- 
tion. In “Ancestral Voices Prophesying War,” Carter juxtaposes 
the views of Colonel George Patton and pacifists to illuminate 
the serious, though frequently forgotten, antiwar activism of 
the 1920s. The author’s assessment of Gertrude Ederle and 
Wyoming’s Nellie Tayloe Ross, first woman governor in the 
United States, adds to the data bank, although the overall 
presentation on women is sketchy, impressionistic, and at  times 
not entirely convincing. For example, Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh‘s ability to service, navigate, and copilot her hus- 
band’s aircraft without raising male eyebrows may simply sug- 
gest the traditional acceptance of wife as helpmate rather than 
a “breakthrough” for women (p. xi). 

Throughout Another Part of the Twenties Carter constructs 
his history with grace and wit, writing of “the killjoy and the 
Kiwanian” (p. 54) or of “redemption-by-highway” (p. 10) to  
capture the 1920s’ love of associations and automobiles. More 
important, Carter’s rare ability to relate the 1920s to the 1970s 
makes his work of interest to scholars investigating both dec- 
ades. For the most part he relies on printed primary and sec- 
ondary sources, though some of his most persuasive evidence 
arises from his recent correspondence with subjects such as 
Bradbury and Derleth. Although lacking footnotes, the book 
contains a thoughtful bibliographic essay. 

In sum, Carter’s unconventional treatment of the 1920s 
confirms Henry May’s contention that this decade, unlike most 
others, is fated to be evaluated anew every few years. Carter 
succeeds mainly in proving what the 1920s were not: simply 
prosperous and carefree. Unfortunately, he refrains from offer- 
ing a more integrative, all-encompassing thesis, arguing that 
“history as it is made is always more untidy than what gets 
written down” (p. 15). As a result, Another Part of the Twenties 
will not supplant other interpretations but will serve as a 
skeptical and stimulating supplement to earlier studies. 

Earlham College, Alice Almond Shrock 
Richmond, Ind. 


