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illuminates the difficulty that Mexican Chicagoans discover in
trying to represent a population in flux, especially since World
War II. Edward Mazur’s essay on Jewish Chicago describes a
community that is able to overcome its intracultural conflicts
and unite against a power structure by becoming part of it.

Section III is a comment by Arnold Hirsch on race and
housing in Chicago. He indicates conclusively that white
Chicago was all too willing to use violence against attempted
integration whether it was low-housing or singular residential
penetration. White immigrants did not countenance black
neighbors as a part of their American dream.

The strength of this book is its focus on Chicago, and one
conclusion seems to be shared by the authors. The “city that
works” works better for some than for others. However, no
ethnic community failed to respond to the issues pertinent to
its needs. Most did not achieve the deserved success, but none
abdicated their responsibility to try.

Indiana University Northwest, Gary Carl Allsup

Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Empire, 1767-
1821. By Robert V. Remini. (New York: Harper & Row,
Publishers, 1977. Pp. xix, 502. Maps, illustrations, notes,
index. $15.00.)

It is a pleasure to review a biography of such solid worth
as this first volume of a new study of Andrew Jackson. Jackson
has long been in need of a new major scholarly biography, and
Remini has all the credentials necessary for the task of writing
one. His earlier work has established him as a leading Jackso-
nian scholar, and the promise of that work is fulfilled in this
book.

Remini is a narrative historian who allows his subject’s
character and purposes to develop gradually in the course of his
well-told story. The Jackson who emerges from these pages is a
complex and not particularly likeable man. He had outstanding
strengths, but they were marred by equally dramatic weak-
nesses. Remini reveals both with discrimination and balance.
Most important for Jackson’s success were his driving am-
bition, his willpower, his ability to overcome adversity, his
ardent nationalism, and his skill as a politician. Remini char-
acterizes him as a “fierce, indomitable man” (p. 379). To his
other attributes, Remini insists, must be added Jackson’s luck.
While he “was a man of considerable ability, ambition, and
connections,” the author writes, “yet there is much to be said in
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explaining his subsequent fame as a soldier and politician to
just plain luck” (p. 124). From the vagaries of Tennessee poli-
tics to the battle of New Orleans, Remini recognizes chance as
a factor in the general’s success.

Jackson appears at his worst in his quarrels, in his ha-
treds, in his ruthlessness, and in his pride. His quarrels, Re-
mini aptly remarks, “diminished him” (p. 186). He responded
badly to criticism and hated with a passion. What Remini
terms his “mean-spirited streak” (p. 378) was all too evident
when Jackson encountered political or personal critics. Yet, for
all his weaknesses, he was a powerful and, at times, inspiring
figure. He won ardent support, as well as creating intense
opposition.

The overriding theme of the latter part of this volume is
Jackson’s pervasive influence on American expansion. The gen-
eral had a compelling desire for American control of the gulf
region and was willing to attack all obstacles to expel the
Spanish and the Indians from that area. Remini considers both
the victory over the Creeks and the battle of New Orleans in
the context of expansion; “more than anyone else,” he writes,
“Andrew Jackson determined the course of American expan-
sion. He was, in fact, the greatest expansionist of them all” (p.
389). Remini goes so far as to say that “the physical shape of
the United States today looks pretty much like it does largely
because of the intentions and efforts of Andrew Jackson” (p.
398). Jackson was certainly a fervent expansionist, but one can
question whether his absence would have decisively changed
the course of American expansion.

This is an excellent biography, and readers can look for-
ward with pleasant anticipation to the second volume.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Reginald Horsman

To The Webster-Ashburton Treaty: A Study in Anglo-American
Relations, 1783-1843. By Howard Jones. (Chapel Hill: The
University of North Carolina Press, 1977. Pp. xx, 251.
Maps, illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index.
$15.95.)

A number of exhaustively researched and important mono-
graphs on- Anglo-American relations have been published dur-
ing the past several decades. Howard Jones’ concise study fills
one of the remaining gaps in this field. In his work Jones has
established some specific points of interest. Secretary of State
James Madison erred in his instructions to Rufus King prior to
the King-Hawkesbury negotiations in 1803. France did not re-



