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This book contains many numbers, but i t  does not go 
very f a r  beyond the raw roll call votes and percentages. Such 
data can yield much richer information but only after a good 
deal more analysis and summarization. The author’s con- 
clusion that passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fif- 
teenth Amendments displayed a larger measure of principle 
than politics is doubtless correct, but the book does not furnish 
adequate evidence for that conclusion nor indicate why that 
might have been the case. 

University of  California, Berkeley John L. McCarthy 

Knights of the Golden Rule: The Intellectual as Christian 
Social Reformer in the 1890s. By Peter J. Frederick. 
(Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky, 1976. 
Pp. xvi, 323. Notes, selected bibliography, index. $18.75.) 

The ten Christian social reformers who are the protago- 
nists of this study wore that label very loosely, with wide 
variations of consistency and staying power. Christian So- 
cialists, as distinct from the more secular breed, shared an 
earnest ethical persuasion informed by the vision of a King- 
dom of God on earth. The kingdom was to be achieved not 
through class conflict or state coercion but rather by com- 
passionate altruism, or what one of them called “social love.” 
The disparity between the goal and the tactics chosen to ap- 
proach it made its advocates highly vulnerable to the charge 
of inflated idealism and impracticality. In Peter J. Frederick’s 
friendly but demanding assessment, their collective failure 
to match dreams with action is what mainly binds them to- 
gether as a group. 

In succeeding chapters, William Dean Howells and Henry 
Demarest Lloyd are seen as incurably eclectic and optimistic 
in their reformism; W. D. P. Bliss and B. 0. Flower are dis- 
missed as enthusiastic but feckless proponents of reformist 
unity; Vida Scudder is treated kindly for her efforts to mix 
college teaching with social service; clergymen Walter 
Rauschenbusch and George Herron are contrasted in their 
diverging attitudes toward the efficacy of institutional change; 
Edwin Markham is compared unfavorably with fellow poet 
Ernest Crosby, whose principled self-doubt arouses in Freder- 
ick a shock of recognition; and finally the Toledo business- 
man-turned-politician “Golden Rule” Jones is portrayed as a 
model of the practical reformer whose behavior set a standard 
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against which the quixotic failures of the others can be 
measured. 

At first glance, Jones’ inclusion in the group seems some- 
what arbitrary-a device by whfch to dramatize the lesson 
that middle class intellectual reform is inherently futile unless 
“words” are justified by “deeds” and by saving contact with 
the working classes. Jones passes the author’s deed-test with 
flying colors, and in this crucial difference lies his historical 
significance. Yet Jones shared with his fellow knights of the 
golden rule an almost born-again faith in the utility of 
Christian benevolence and also a sense of discipleship to their 
European mentors, Mazzini, Ruskin, and Tolstoy. The broad 
inspirational impact of this trio on American Christian social 
reformers at the turn of the century is one of the important 
findings of Frederick’s study. 

Frederick writes with explicity presentist preoccupations. 
His book is “about the present and about me,” he warns. 
“Otherwise, there would have been no reason to write it” 
(p. xv). Further he acknowledges what he calls “a quasi- 
New Left perspective” (p. 271). This angle of vision pre- 
sumably accounts for his releptless effort to impose on his 
subjects a judgmental evaluation borrowed from the chasten- 
ing radical experience of the 1960s. Repeatedly he invokes 
the concepts of middle class guilt, self-isolation, klitism, over- 
optimism, and inability to reconcile ideals and practice. These 
define the crucial failings of his knights. His new left assump- 
tion, that progressive reform was significant primarily for its 
stabilization of the political economy which the Kingdom of 
God promised to transform, serves to validate the theme of 
failure. 

Thorough in his research, gifted in his prose, and candid 
about his preferences, Frederick has produced an important 
monograph which is also a revealing historiographical docu- 
ment. 

Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio Geoffrey Blodgett 

A f f a i r s  of  State: Public L i f e  in Late Nineteenth Century 
America. By Morton Keller. (Cambridge, Mass.: The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1977. Pp. ix, 
631. Notes, tables, index. $17.50.) 

In recent years historians, led especially by the efforts of 
Samuel P. Hays, Robert Wiebe, and Alfred D. Chandler, Jr., 
have been reexamining the nature of late nineteenth and early 




