Book Reviews 331

avoid any noteworthy misstep. Among instances of high
literary quality are his account of the debates with Douglas
and his portrayal of Lineoln’s daily routine and private life
in the White House. Especially absorbing is his detailed
handling of the last days and hours of the assassinated chief
executive.

Oates depicts young Lincoln somewhat as the latter’s
friend Billy Herndon did: a human being not a saint, not
immune from anger, earthy language and anecdotes, pride,
and driving ambition. As a rising Illinois lawyer, married to
an upper-class Kentuckian, he wanted to forget his humble
background and related miseries. For example, he disliked
being called Abe, which must have reminded him of that
period. By the 1840s and 1850s he had gained a respectable
standing in the legal profession and in Whig politics as well,
indeed was a powerful leader of his party in the state.

Oates’ Lincoln of the presidential years very much re-
sembles the figure found in Randall’s enduring study. He
was dedicated to maintenance of the Union at all costs, re-
sisted Radical (here labeled ‘“liberal”) pressure for emanci-
pation of the slaves until he felt the time was ripe, and was
his own best general in prosecuting the war. A departure
from older perspectives is a far more sympathetic and ex-
tensive treatment of the role of blacks, particularly their
substantial contribution to victory on the field of battle. And
the author straddles the fence between Randall and Herndon
with regard to Mary Lincoln, viewed as a loving wife albeit
an unstable, tempestuous one.

On the whole, then, this is a highly interesting narrative,
generally dependable, though cautious where it ventures in-
terpretation. It will probably be a staple of Civil War biog-
raphy and history for a long while.

Indiana University, Bloomington Maurice G. Baxter

Politics or Principle: Congressional Voting on the Civil War
Amendments and Pro-Negro Measures, 1838-1869. By
Glenn M. Linden (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1976. Pp. xvii, 88. Alphabetical listing of con-
gressmen referred to in text, notes, tables, appendix,
bibliography. $12.50.)

This is a thin book, both physically and substantively.
Less than twenty-three of its eighty-eight pages are devoted
to text, and much of the remainder is devoted to lists of con-
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gressmen and senators repeated in different orderings along
with their state, party affiliation, and voting record on roll
calls related to the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth
Amendments and to measures concerning Negroes from 1838
through February, 1864.

The central question Glenn M. Linden attempts to address
is the extent to which the votes of individual senators and
congressmen on roll calls relating to the Thirteenth, Four-
teenth, and Fifteenth Amendments were in support of Negro
rights and consistent with their previous roll call voting on
measures pertaining to Negroes. The book measures ‘“sup-
port” by the percentage of times an individual voted *pro-
Negro equality” (p. 13) during his terms of service and
“consistency” by whether the percentage on roll calls prior to
1864 differed substantially from the percentage on amendment
roll calls from 1864 through 1869. The book does not consider
roll calls on other measures relating to Negro rights from 1864
through 1869 because ‘“they were not useful in determining
whether Congressmen who voted for or against the amend-
ments were acting consistently with their past records” (p. 8).

One major shortcoming of this approach to ‘“support”
and “consistency” is that it fails to consider the fact that
there were substantial shifts in voting patterns of certain in-
dividuals during the two periods in question. Nor does it take
adequate account of how much the issues themselves, public
opinion, and the context of events shifted over time. A Re-
publican who maintained the same position from 1857 through
1867 was quite likely to have appeared as “declining” in his
support for pro-Negro measures in the relative terms of voting
on amendment-related roll calls. Furthermore, the method
used to describe such changes—listing the two percentages
side by side—is much less effective than a simple scatterplot
would have been in showing change and consistency. The
conclusion that most members of Congress ‘“did not signifi-
cantly change their voting behavior concerning blacks in the
years from 1838 to 1869” (pp. 45-46) is at best misleading.

Linden’s attempt to relate support and consistency on
Negro-related legislation to individual background factors
such as state represented, state of birth, age, and education is
weak and offers little new information. It is hardly sur-
prising to learn that pro-Negro members of Congress were
primarily Republicans from the North and East who had a
somewhat higher median education than their Democratic
opponents from border and western states.
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This book contains many numbers, but it does not go
very far beyond the raw roll call votes and percentages. Such
data can yield much richer information but only after a good
deal more analysis and summarization. The author’s con-
clusion that passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fif-
teenth Amendments displayed a larger measure of principle
than politics is doubtless correct, but the book does not furnish
adequate evidence for that conclusion nor indicate why that
might have been the case.

University of California, Berkeley John L. McCarthy

Knights of the Golden Rule: The Intellectual as Christian
Social Reformer in the 1890s. By Peter J. Frederick.
(Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky, 1976.
Pp. xvi, 323. Notes, selected bibliography, index. $18.75.)

The ten Christian social reformers who are the protago-
nists of this study wore that label very loosely, with wide
variations of consistency and staying power. Christian So-
cialists, as distinet from the more secular breed, shared an
earnest ethical persuasion informed by the vision of a King-
dom of God on earth. The kingdom was to be achieved not
through class conflict or state coercion but rather by com-
passionate altruism, or what one of them called “social love.”
The disparity between the goal and the tactics chosen to ap-
proach it made its advocates highly vulnerable to the charge
of inflated idealism and impracticality. In Peter J. Frederick’s
friendly but demanding assessment, their collective failure
to match dreams with action is what mainly binds them to-
gether as a group.

In succeeding chapters, William Dean Howells and Henry
Demarest Lloyd are seen as incurably eclectic and optimistic
in their reformism; W. D. P. Bliss and B. O. Flower are dis-
missed as enthusiastic but feckless proponents of reformist
unity; Vida Scudder is treated kindly for her efforts to mix
college teaching with social service; clergymen Walter
Rauschenbusch and George Herron are contrasted in their
diverging attitudes toward the efficacy of institutional change;
Edwin Markham is compared unfavorably with fellow poet
Ernest Crosby, whose principled self-doubt arouses in Freder-
ick a shock of recognition; and finally the Toledo business-
man-turned-politician “Golden Rule” Jones is portrayed as a
model of the practical reformer whose behavior set a standard





