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a more careful study of such recent works as Anne C. Love-
land’s Emblem of Liberty: The Image of Lafayette in the
American Mind (1971), which appears in Klamkin’s biblio-
graphy, and Fred Somkin’s Unquiet Eagle: Memory and
Desire in the Idea of American Freedom, 1815-1860 (1967),
which does not. The present-day reader who is asked to
follow Lafayette’s grueling itineray needs greater insight
than Klamkin has provided. An abiding sense of the tour’s
meaning was, after all, what sustained the participants them-
selves. Without that sense the tour would have been just one
long and tedious ordeal both for Lafayette and for the Ameri-
can people.

Thus while Klamkin’s book will be of some limited in-
terest to its two intended audiences—collectors of patriotic
memorabilia and students of the American past—there is
still a need for a scholarly book-length study focusing solely
on the profound cultural meaning of Lafayette’s return.

Marquette University, Milwaukee Robert P. Hay

With Malice Toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln.
By Stephen B. Oates. (New York: Harper & Row, Pub-
lishers, 1977. Pp. xvii, 492. Illustrations, reference notes,
index. $15.95.)

An author of several expertly written books on mid-
nineteenth century America, Stephen B. Oates has now put
together a one-volume biography of Lincoln which general
readers and some specialists will find quite attractive. It is
similar to the portrait of the Civil War President by Benjamin
Thomas, so popular over the past twenty-five years; and
though it is no better in many respects, it draws upon the
mass of literature published from the early 1950s to the
present, so that in this sense it is a fresh study. Like Thomas,
Oates does not footnote in the customary way but at the end
of the volume refers to various sources, most of them printed,
that support segments of his story. Whether this technique
helps or hinders the reader may be a matter of opinion; this
reviewer does not feel helped as much as he would wish.

The principal merit of the work is undoubtedly its color-
ful, often exciting style which achieves dramatic effect. Per-
sonal characterizations and skillful descriptions of scenes and
events enhance interest in the narrative—it is narrative more
than analysis and interpretation. Still, the author has a solid
footing in general history and Lincolniana, enabling him to
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avoid any noteworthy misstep. Among instances of high
literary quality are his account of the debates with Douglas
and his portrayal of Lineoln’s daily routine and private life
in the White House. Especially absorbing is his detailed
handling of the last days and hours of the assassinated chief
executive.

Oates depicts young Lincoln somewhat as the latter’s
friend Billy Herndon did: a human being not a saint, not
immune from anger, earthy language and anecdotes, pride,
and driving ambition. As a rising Illinois lawyer, married to
an upper-class Kentuckian, he wanted to forget his humble
background and related miseries. For example, he disliked
being called Abe, which must have reminded him of that
period. By the 1840s and 1850s he had gained a respectable
standing in the legal profession and in Whig politics as well,
indeed was a powerful leader of his party in the state.

Oates’ Lincoln of the presidential years very much re-
sembles the figure found in Randall’s enduring study. He
was dedicated to maintenance of the Union at all costs, re-
sisted Radical (here labeled ‘“liberal”) pressure for emanci-
pation of the slaves until he felt the time was ripe, and was
his own best general in prosecuting the war. A departure
from older perspectives is a far more sympathetic and ex-
tensive treatment of the role of blacks, particularly their
substantial contribution to victory on the field of battle. And
the author straddles the fence between Randall and Herndon
with regard to Mary Lincoln, viewed as a loving wife albeit
an unstable, tempestuous one.

On the whole, then, this is a highly interesting narrative,
generally dependable, though cautious where it ventures in-
terpretation. It will probably be a staple of Civil War biog-
raphy and history for a long while.

Indiana University, Bloomington Maurice G. Baxter

Politics or Principle: Congressional Voting on the Civil War
Amendments and Pro-Negro Measures, 1838-1869. By
Glenn M. Linden (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1976. Pp. xvii, 88. Alphabetical listing of con-
gressmen referred to in text, notes, tables, appendix,
bibliography. $12.50.)

This is a thin book, both physically and substantively.
Less than twenty-three of its eighty-eight pages are devoted
to text, and much of the remainder is devoted to lists of con-





