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“Dempster Dumpster,” and General Robert Neyland, a former
football coach, now deceased. There are forty pages of
appendixes and more than 120 photographs. Whatever its
weaknesses and while indeed “the study of Knoxville’s history
has only begun” (p. 66) most of the articles contain useful
leads to future researchers.

Marian College, Indianapolis William J. Doherty

The Return of Lafayette, 1824-1825. By Marian Klamkin.
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1975. Pp. vii,
212. Tllustrations, bibliography, index. $12.50.)

Lafayette’s triumphal tour of America in 1824-1825 was
one of the most emotional, symbol laden, and culturally
significant of all the patriotic events of the first half of the
nineteenth century, and as such it has had an understandable
and enduring fascination for historians, for history buffs,
and for collectors of patriotic memorabilia. Marian Klamkin,
whose previously published works include White House China
and American Patriotic and Political China, is an authority
on patriotic collectibles. In The Return of Lafayette, she has
demonstrated again her interest in patriotic mementoes; she
has illustrated the book with eighty black and white photos
which provide examples of some of the multitudinous medals,
ribbons, buttons, flasks, plates, platters, plaques, jugs,
pitchers, and the like which were created to memorialize
Lafayette's visit.

But mostly Klamkin’s book is a day by day and town by
town description of the tour itself, one which draws heavily
upon the published account of Auguste Levasseur, Lafayette’s
secretary and traveling companion. Readers learn that Lafa-
yette arrived in a given town in the early morning, was
huzzahed in word and music, attended a military review, a
banquet, and the theater, greeted scores, and ended up going
to bed much later than intended, only to arise early the next
morning to set out for the next town, where a similar welcome
awaited him. And on and on it goes. What is lacking here
is any sustained attempt on the author’s part to go beyond
the superficial details of the trip to get at its deeper cultural
meaning. The unfortunate result of this is that Klamkin’s
account of Lafayette’s return, unlike the event itself, soon
seems repetitious and even tedious.

The full cultural meaning of Lafayette’s tour has yet to
be delineated, but Klamkin would have profited greatly from
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a more careful study of such recent works as Anne C. Love-
land’s Emblem of Liberty: The Image of Lafayette in the
American Mind (1971), which appears in Klamkin’s biblio-
graphy, and Fred Somkin’s Unquiet Eagle: Memory and
Desire in the Idea of American Freedom, 1815-1860 (1967),
which does not. The present-day reader who is asked to
follow Lafayette’s grueling itineray needs greater insight
than Klamkin has provided. An abiding sense of the tour’s
meaning was, after all, what sustained the participants them-
selves. Without that sense the tour would have been just one
long and tedious ordeal both for Lafayette and for the Ameri-
can people.

Thus while Klamkin’s book will be of some limited in-
terest to its two intended audiences—collectors of patriotic
memorabilia and students of the American past—there is
still a need for a scholarly book-length study focusing solely
on the profound cultural meaning of Lafayette’s return.

Marquette University, Milwaukee Robert P. Hay

With Malice Toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln.
By Stephen B. Oates. (New York: Harper & Row, Pub-
lishers, 1977. Pp. xvii, 492. Illustrations, reference notes,
index. $15.95.)

An author of several expertly written books on mid-
nineteenth century America, Stephen B. Oates has now put
together a one-volume biography of Lincoln which general
readers and some specialists will find quite attractive. It is
similar to the portrait of the Civil War President by Benjamin
Thomas, so popular over the past twenty-five years; and
though it is no better in many respects, it draws upon the
mass of literature published from the early 1950s to the
present, so that in this sense it is a fresh study. Like Thomas,
Oates does not footnote in the customary way but at the end
of the volume refers to various sources, most of them printed,
that support segments of his story. Whether this technique
helps or hinders the reader may be a matter of opinion; this
reviewer does not feel helped as much as he would wish.

The principal merit of the work is undoubtedly its color-
ful, often exciting style which achieves dramatic effect. Per-
sonal characterizations and skillful descriptions of scenes and
events enhance interest in the narrative—it is narrative more
than analysis and interpretation. Still, the author has a solid
footing in general history and Lincolniana, enabling him to





