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community involvement in neighborhood planning, and better 
treatment of rape victims. The variety captures the 
amorphous, fragmented nature of today’s women’s movement, 
in Illinois, as well as the nation. 

Six “Essays in Practice,” descriptions of current efforts 
written by women active in them, follow the main text. 
While interesting and of possible value to future historians, 
these essays unfortunately stand isolated from the general 
history and each other. 

This slim volume will be most useful to classroom teach- 
ers seeking specific information on active or prominent women 
in Illinois history. Those searching for detail on “ordinary,” 
ethnic, or minority women or for new approaches to state 
and local history will have to look elsewhere. And scholars 
interested in original conceptualizations will find few. 

Northern Illinois University,  DeKalb Barbara M. Posadas 

Heart of  the  Valley: A History of Knoxville, Tennessee. By 
the Knoxville History Committee, East Tennessee His- 
torical Society. Edited by Lucile Deaderick. (Knoxville: 
East Tennessee Historical Society, 1976. Pp. xiii, 701. 
Notes, map, illustrations, tables, appendixes, index. 
$15.00.) 

The decision to publish this work as a companion volume 
to a thirty year old study (Mary U. Rothrock, ed., The French 
Broad-Holston Country: A History o f  Knox  County,  Ten- 
nessee [1946] ) and as the East Tennessee Historical Society’s 
contribution to the nation’s bicentennial, was made in early 
1974-hardly time enough for such as task. The publishers 
confess to certain omissions: none of the articles has as its 
subject race relations or the contributions of Knoxville’s 
black residents, the labor movement, the churches, medicine, 
or the impact of federal agencies on the city. “Competent and 
willing authors” (p. vi) were either unavailable, or others, 
lamentably, failed to produce as promised. Of the fifteen 
contributors-volunteers all since the work was without 
funding-seven have University of Tennessee connections and 
two are librarians. A city planner, public school official, an 
art gallery director, a former Tennessee Valley Authority 
official, a journalist, and a businessman complete the roster. 

Since the work is, after all, a history, i t  is astonishing 
that no historians participated. Their absence helps explain 
certain inadequacies of the work. The large library of works 
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in urban studies produced in the last half century is totally 
ignored. Rarely is Knoxville placed in a regional or national 
context. For example, the author of the chapter “Community 
Organizations” in treating the formation of Associated 
Charities in 1888 states: “Apparently . . . i t  was conceived 
that [Associated Charities] would serve to bring about cooper- 
ation among the various benevolent societies, church, and 
individuals and their charities” (p. 343). The Charity Organi- 
zation Society movement, of which Knoxville’s effort was 
part, was more than a matter of appearances. Originating in 
London in 1869 and taking root in America in Buffalo in 
1877, its whole purpose was to serve as a city’s central record 
bureau for existing benevolent societies to keep the “worthy 
poor” from living well on indiscriminate, overlapping alms. 
This lack of wider historical knowledge is also exhibited in 
the essays on government, utilities, the media, and education. 

There are other problems. Too heavy is the debt of the 
writers to the Rothrock study and to William Rule’s Standard 
History of Knoxville, Tennessee (1900). The essay “Writers 
and Literary Clubs” is uninspired and has surprising space 
imbalances. Thirteen lines go to Frances Hodgson, the creator 
of Little Lord Fauntleroy (1886) with seven lines each, mostly 
titles of some of their works, to Joseph Wood Krutch and 
James Agee. While one learns that Hodgson and her sisters 
“picked wild grapes to sell in the market” for paper and post- 
age “to send off her stories” (p. 448), no mention is made of 
Agee’s pioneer film criticism. He is titled “perhaps [!] the 
most famous of Knoxville writers” (p. 449). “Commerce and 
Industry” is dismissed in four unsubstantiated pages and con- 
tains the exaggerated assertion that Knoxville is a “great 
business and industrial city . . .” (p. 413). 

The lead essay, “Knoxville’s History: An Interpreta- 
tion,” though not very interpretive and slimly buttressed by 
citation, is well-written and useful. “Transportation Develop- 
ment” is competently done as are articles on the theater, on 
architecture, and on the fine arts. The best essays are 
“Government” and “Banking Developments, 1811-1976.” The 
former, marked by an assiduous use of primary sources, will 
be invaluable to other students. The bank study, written by 
a professor emeritus of finance, includes the explanations 
necessary to clarify an often arcane subject. 

A long section on “Prominent Knoxvillians” includes 
biographical material on individuals only four of whom are 
well-known-Agee, Krutch, the man who invented the 
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“Dempster Dumpster,” and General Robert Neyland, a former 
football coach, now deceased. There are forty pages of 
appendixes and more than 120 photographs. Whatever its 
weaknesses and while indeed “the study of Knoxville’s history 
has only begun” (p. 66) most of the articles contain useful 
leads to future researchers. 

Marian College, Indianapolis William J. Doherty 

T h e  Re turn  o f  Lafayet te ,  1824-1825. By Marian Klamkin. 
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1975. Pp. vii, 
212. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $12.50.) 

Lafayette’s triumphal tour of America in 1824-1825 was 
one of the most emotional, symbol laden, and culturally 
significant of all the patriotic events of the first half of the 
nineteenth century, and as such it has had an understandable 
and enduring fascination for historians, for history buffs, 
and for collectors of patriotic memorabilia. Marian Klamkin, 
whose previously published works include Whi te  House China 
and American Patriotic and Political China, is an authority 
on patriotic collectibles. In The Return  o f  Lafayet te ,  she has 
demonstrated again her interest in patriotic mementoes; she 
has illustrated the book with eighty black and white photos 
which provide examples of some of the multitudinous medals, 
ribbons, buttons, flasks, plates, platters, plaques, jugs, 
pitchers, and the like which were created to memorialize 
Lafayette’s visit. 

But mostly Klamkin’s book is a day by day and town by 
town description of the tour itself, one which draws heavily 
upon the published account of Auguste Levasseur, Lafayette’s 
secretary and traveling companion. Readers learn that Lafa- 
yette arrived in a given town in the early morning, was 
huzzahed in word and music, attended a military review, a 
banquet, and the theater, greeted scores, and ended up going 
to bed much later than intended, only to arise early the next 
morning to set out for the next town, where a similar welcome 
awaited him. And on and on i t  goes. What is lacking here 
is any sustained attempt on the author’s part to go beyond 
the superficial details of the trip to get at its deeper cultural 
meaning. The unfortunate result of this is that Klamkin’s 
account of Lafayette’s return, unlike the event itself, soon 
seems repetitious and even tedious. 

The full cultural meaning of Lafayette’s tour has yet to 
be delineated, but Klamkin would have profited greatly from 




