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do they even briefly discuss the “inside-the-classroom” learn- 
ing processes and the effect upon the students’ development 
of the university’s historic, if informal, connection with the 
Methodist Church. 

The most engaging parts of the book are the descrip- 
tions of unique or unusual events in the university’s past: 
the determination of John Evans (for whom Evanston is 
named) and the other founders that this institution should 
become the  Methodist university in the northwestern region 
of the country and their subsequent efforts to realize this 
goal by acquiring the funds necessary to obtain a very large 
campus and other sizeable real estate holdings in and near the 
most rapidly developing city in nineteenth century America; 
the success of several presidents in enlisting the philanthropy 
of Chicago’s growing number of wealthy business families, 
including Gustav Swift, William Deering, Elbert Gary, Mont- 
gomery Ward, and Walter Murphy; the purchase in 1920 
and the development of the Chicago campus; the serious 
merger negotiations with the University of Chicago in the 
1930s; the conversion of the campus into a primarily navy 
training center for 50,000 men and women-including John 
F. Kennedy-during World War 11; the development of the 
Lakefill Campus (seventy-four acres) extension into Lake 
Michigan in the 1960s; and the student protest movement of 
recent years. 

The book gives much attention to comparing the quality 
of Northwestern with other institutions. If the authors are 
unduly preoccupied with measuring the continuing efforts 
of Northwestern to “catch-up” with the prestigious univer- 
sities, perhaps they can be forgiven for they have a remark- 
able success story to tell. By many standards of measurement 
-endowment, physical plant, faculty salaries and research 
skills, and reputation of professional schools and graduate 
departments-Northwestern now stands as one of the leading 
universities in America. Few private institutions as young 
as Northwestern can match its resources and reputation. 

Taylor University,  Upland William C. Ringenberg 

T h e  Roads They  Made: W o m e n  in Illinois History. By Adade 
Mitchell Wheeler and Marlene Stein Wortman. (Chicago: 
Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company, 1977. Pp. 213. 
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. Cloth- 
bound, $10.00; paperbound, $3.95.) 
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In their effort of rescue Illinois women from secondary 
and subservient roles, Adade Wheeler and Marlene Stein 
Wortman have undertaken an ambitious task-“to describe 
the contributions of many different groups of women and to 
relate them to the larger process of historical development” 
(p. 12). Acknowledging that their work has been hampered 
by a dearth of readily available research and travels “only a 
few of the main highways” (p. 12),  the authors nonetheless 
produce a useful compilation (unfortunately marred by care- 
less editing) which spans Illinois history from Indian days 
through today’s continuing struggle for equal rights. 

The assertion that “sisterly” organizational activity, 
either formal or informal, has preceded social and political 
changes in women’s roles is central to the book. Given this 
focus, i t  is not surprising that the first three chapters, in 
which Wheeler traces Illinois women through the Civil War 
years, are the weakest, for organized efforts in this period 
were rare. Following a sketch of white images of Indian 
women, Wheeler praises the “support system” (p. 34) frontier 
women provided, yet portrays them as “without choice and 
relegated to a life full of hardship” (p. 23). The possibility 
of true partnership with their husbands, of cooperative striv- 
ing toward common familial goals, is unjustifiably dismissed. 
Wheeler also finds women in supportive roles during the 
Civil War. Here, however, women’s contributions to the 
Union cause, as in the Sanitary Commission, introduced 
them to the world outside the home and, Wheeler argues, 
were thus more useful in awakening their consciousness of 
women’s issues than was frontier life. 

The most successful and most fully documented chapters 
are the last two, treating the period from 1870 to the present. 
Relying heavily upon the theses of scholars such as William 
Chafe, Wheeler and Wortman illustrate how women in Illinois 
emerged from their particular province, the home. The 
authors place major emphasis on legal, social, and economic 
advancement by educated, often economically independent, 
middle class women, initially as a means to the improvement 
of the larger society and then as an end for women them- 
selves. Interwoven with this story is that of working class 
women, forced out of necessity into the world and often more 
concerned with protection than equality. In the final section 
of the narrative, the authors describe the ways in which 
groups of Illinois women are presently organizing to secure 
such diverse ends as passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, 
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community involvement in neighborhood planning, and better 
treatment of rape victims. The variety captures the 
amorphous, fragmented nature of today’s women’s movement, 
in Illinois, as well as the nation. 

Six “Essays in Practice,” descriptions of current efforts 
written by women active in them, follow the main text. 
While interesting and of possible value to future historians, 
these essays unfortunately stand isolated from the general 
history and each other. 

This slim volume will be most useful to classroom teach- 
ers seeking specific information on active or prominent women 
in Illinois history. Those searching for detail on “ordinary,” 
ethnic, or minority women or for new approaches to state 
and local history will have to look elsewhere. And scholars 
interested in original conceptualizations will find few. 

Northern Illinois University,  DeKalb Barbara M. Posadas 

Heart of  the  Valley: A History of Knoxville, Tennessee. By 
the Knoxville History Committee, East Tennessee His- 
torical Society. Edited by Lucile Deaderick. (Knoxville: 
East Tennessee Historical Society, 1976. Pp. xiii, 701. 
Notes, map, illustrations, tables, appendixes, index. 
$15.00.) 

The decision to publish this work as a companion volume 
to a thirty year old study (Mary U. Rothrock, ed., The French 
Broad-Holston Country: A History o f  Knox  County,  Ten- 
nessee [1946] ) and as the East Tennessee Historical Society’s 
contribution to the nation’s bicentennial, was made in early 
1974-hardly time enough for such as task. The publishers 
confess to certain omissions: none of the articles has as its 
subject race relations or the contributions of Knoxville’s 
black residents, the labor movement, the churches, medicine, 
or the impact of federal agencies on the city. “Competent and 
willing authors” (p. vi) were either unavailable, or others, 
lamentably, failed to produce as promised. Of the fifteen 
contributors-volunteers all since the work was without 
funding-seven have University of Tennessee connections and 
two are librarians. A city planner, public school official, an 
art gallery director, a former Tennessee Valley Authority 
official, a journalist, and a businessman complete the roster. 

Since the work is, after all, a history, i t  is astonishing 
that no historians participated. Their absence helps explain 
certain inadequacies of the work. The large library of works 




