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tributions in their national context. Duis is especially suc- 
cessful a t  avoiding a parochial or antiquarian approach to 
the material. The result is a happy combination of description 
and insight. A brief bibliography provides suggestions for 
readers interested in further exploring Chicago’s past. 

There are, however, two unfortunate gaps in Chicago: 
Creating N e w  Traditions. Chicago’s political, ethnic, reli- 
gious, and racial culture is consistently ignored, save for 
several scattered references. And no attempt is made to ex- 
plain why Chicago’s peculiarly innovative role as an urban 
environment all but disappeared after World War I. Never- 
theless, the book deserves to be regarded by the general reader 
as an excellent introduction to some of Chicago’s major con- 
tributions to modern American life. 

Indiana University, Bloomington Ralph Janis 

Northwestern University: A History, 181 5-1 975. By Harold 
F. Williamson and Payson S. Wild. (Evanston, Ill.: 
Northwestern University, 1976. Pp. xiii, 403. Illustra- 
tions, notes, tables, appendixes, bibliography, indexes. 
Clothbound, $12.50; paperbound, $4.75.) 

This volume will replace A Pictorial History o f  North- 
western University, 1851 -1951-an able account based largely 
upon an unpublished manuscript by James A. James-as the 
most useful history of this private Big Ten institution. The 
primary advantage of the newer work is its thorough treat- 
ment of the recent period. Indeed almost one half of its pages 
discuss the years since 1939. 

Both authors served at  Northwestern from the late 1940s 
until their recent retirements. Harold F. Williamson is an 
economist and past president of the Economic History Asso- 
ciation, while Payson S. Wild is a political scientist who was 
the chief academic officer of the school from 1949 to 1973. 

Williamson and Wild succeed more in presenting their 
material skillfully than in always selecting the most im- 
portant developments to report. Their prose is clear, their use 
of quotations in the narrative and illustrations (seventy-five 
pages of photographs) is unusually delightful in its effect, 
and the quality and thoroughness of the reference aids are 
noteworthy; yet the authors give excessive attention to the 
details of academic organizational structure and financial and 
physical plant growth at the expense of the dynamic workings 
of the academic and religious programs. Only infrequently 
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do they even briefly discuss the “inside-the-classroom” learn- 
ing processes and the effect upon the students’ development 
of the university’s historic, if informal, connection with the 
Methodist Church. 

The most engaging parts of the book are the descrip- 
tions of unique or unusual events in the university’s past: 
the determination of John Evans (for whom Evanston is 
named) and the other founders that this institution should 
become the  Methodist university in the northwestern region 
of the country and their subsequent efforts to realize this 
goal by acquiring the funds necessary to obtain a very large 
campus and other sizeable real estate holdings in and near the 
most rapidly developing city in nineteenth century America; 
the success of several presidents in enlisting the philanthropy 
of Chicago’s growing number of wealthy business families, 
including Gustav Swift, William Deering, Elbert Gary, Mont- 
gomery Ward, and Walter Murphy; the purchase in 1920 
and the development of the Chicago campus; the serious 
merger negotiations with the University of Chicago in the 
1930s; the conversion of the campus into a primarily navy 
training center for 50,000 men and women-including John 
F. Kennedy-during World War 11; the development of the 
Lakefill Campus (seventy-four acres) extension into Lake 
Michigan in the 1960s; and the student protest movement of 
recent years. 

The book gives much attention to comparing the quality 
of Northwestern with other institutions. If the authors are 
unduly preoccupied with measuring the continuing efforts 
of Northwestern to “catch-up” with the prestigious univer- 
sities, perhaps they can be forgiven for they have a remark- 
able success story to tell. By many standards of measurement 
-endowment, physical plant, faculty salaries and research 
skills, and reputation of professional schools and graduate 
departments-Northwestern now stands as one of the leading 
universities in America. Few private institutions as young 
as Northwestern can match its resources and reputation. 

Taylor University,  Upland William C. Ringenberg 

T h e  Roads They  Made: W o m e n  in Illinois History. By Adade 
Mitchell Wheeler and Marlene Stein Wortman. (Chicago: 
Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company, 1977. Pp. 213. 
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. Cloth- 
bound, $10.00; paperbound, $3.95.) 




