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the period 1880-1930 when Cincinnati railroad men faced im- 
portant technical decisions about bridges, depots, connecting 
lines, interurban railways, and rapid transit facilities. In the 
context of urban history, the closest parallel to Condit’s book is 
Walter Muir Whitehill’s Boston: A Topographical History, 
another affectionate portrayal of the relations between city 
dwellers and their landscape. 

Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Va.  Carl Abbott 

The Education of a n  Urban Minority: Catholics in Chicago, 
1833-1965. By James W. Sanders. (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1977. Pp. xviii, 278. Tables, maps, 
notes, note on sources, appendixes, index. $13.95.) 

Progressivism was as much a social as a political move- 
ment, and nowhere was its influence more potent than in 
education. Historians have alternately praised (Lawrence 
Cremin) and condemned (David Tyack) the progressive move- 
ment for efficiency, centralized organization, and control by 
experts that dominated public schools in the early twentieth 
century. But the exclusive emphasis on the Protestant domi- 
nated public systems has wholly obscured the parallel develop- 
ment in metropolitan Catholic schools. This book helps 
redress the balance. Although James W. Sanders hurries over 
the explicit parallels, his thorough research in archival 
records, parish histories, and rich Catholic newspaper files 
provides enough evidence for a major broadening of our 
conception of progressivism. 

With half Chicago’s population to draw ypon, though 
only a fraction of the city’s wealth, the parochial schools grew 
even more rapidly than the public schools. Before 1915 the 
story was one of brick and mortar on the one hand, and 
traditional rivalries on the other. Not only did the Catholics 
war against the threat to their culture represented by the 
public schools, but they also fought internal wars along ethnic 
lines. Sanders, writing essentially a political history of the 
struggles for ethnic identity, gives a clear, if repetitive image 
of parish power in the largest Catholic archdiocese. 

With Harper, Dewey, Addams, Parker, Young, and Wirt 
giving the Chicago area the supremacy in educational leader- 
ship once held by Berlin, it  is surprising only that the city’s 
Catholic leaders were so slowly infected with reformist zeal. 
The situation changed dramatically in 1915 when George 
Mundelein began his quarter century tenure as archbishop. 
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Emphasizing the need for uniformity in an era of heavy 
intracity migration, Mundelein centralized control of the 
parish schools in his own hands. His building committee 
decided where new schools would be located, while his school 
board standardized curricula, textbooks, teacher training, test- 
ing, and educational policy. Simultaneously the Catholics 
gained significant power within the public system, thus de- 
escalating the long unproductive cultural war. 

Mundelein did not, however, centralize control over the 
secondary and higher schools. Instead he reversed the trend 
toward parish high schools and fostered the private high 
schools, run by semi-independent religious orders, that to this 
day are the pride of Chicago’s Catholics. Lack of lay leader- 
ship troubled Mundelein-in World War I, a third of the 
privates were Catholic, but only 5 percent of the officers. 
Mundelein had no solution to the problem. The laity had no 
voice; their role was to produce more money and more souls. 

University of Illinois, Chicago, 
and Newberry Library 
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Chicago: Creating New Traditions. By Perry Duis. (Chicago: 
Chicago Historical Society, 1976. Pp. 144. End maps, 
illustrations, bibliographical essay, index. Clothbound, 
$12.50; paperbound, $7.95.) 

Chicago: Creating New Traditions is a companion to the 
Chicago Historical Society’s bicentennial exhibit, which sought 
to define, describe, and interpret Chicago’s special role in the 
transformation of America from a rural, agricultural society 
into an urban, industrial nation. The book is a collection of 
exhibit material, but unlike many exhibit guides, it is organ- 
ized around an excellent interpretive text written by Perry 
Duis. 

In most respects, this is a fine book. The exhibit included 
a variety of materials chosen to illustrate major features 
of Chicago’s innovative late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century environment. Chicagoans’ contributions to archi- 
tecture, urban planning, literature, social reform, and the 
merchandising of goods and culture are given separate treat- 
ment. Duis does justice to the material. His essays provide 
descriptive overviews of each of these subjects, but he goes 
beyond mere description. The essays attempt to place people, 
institutions, and innovations into the social and intellectual 
climate of their times and to define Chicago’s particular con- 




