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The evidence is rather overwhelming that Clark did not “win”
the West for the new nation, and Waller can only present the
next best argument—that Clark managed not to lose it either.

Dwight Smith’s essay places Clark’s campaigns within
the context of the Paris peace negotiations and shows that
the winning of the West owed more to Benjamin Franklin’s
wiles and the international balance of power than to Clark’s
heroics.

John H. Long uses Clark’s campaign as a case study
to show how useful maps can be in understanding historical
events and how dangerous they can be to the unwary. Long
contends that the cartographic dimension affords ‘““a better
perspective not only on historical events themselves but also
on what they could and did mean to contemporaries and
under what circumstances” (p. 86).

To the lay reader who knows nothing of this period
these essays will be of little use, since they assume consider-
able background knowledge. The scholar specializing in this
area will likewise find the essays of marginal use since they
present little that will not be familiar. However, that large
body of readers in between, especially those interested in
this fascinating era of Indiana history, will find these essays
most informative.

Utah State University, Logan Paul A. Hutton

The Railroad and the City: A Technological and Urbanistic
History of Cincinnati. By Carl W. Condit. (Columbusi
Ohio State University Press, 1977. Pp. xii, 3385. Illustra-
tions, notes, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index.
$15.00.)

Most historians know Carl W. Condit as a distinguished
specialist on the evolution of Chicago building techniques and
architecture. In The Railroad and the City he returns with
obvious pleasure to the city where he spent his first thirty-
one years. The result is a detailed and scientifically sophis-
ticated history of in-town railroad facilities in the Queen City
of the West.

The strengths of the book are clear. It is first a work of
meticulous scholarship on the technological development of
Cincinnati railroads. The central interpretive theme is the
influence of Cincinnati’s topography—its river, its stream
valleys, and its hills—on the design of railroad terminals,
bridges, belt lines, and electric railway systems. Although



Book Reviews 321

residents of soggy New Orleans or quake-shaken San Fran-
cisco might argue, he makes a strong case that “no American
city has been more profoundly shaped by its geological
history” (p. xi). The major thrust of the narrative concerns
repeated efforts to find a suitable site and adequate financial
support for a single union station, efforts which culminated
in the opening of the magnificent Cincinnati Union Terminal
in 1933. The final chapter on the Union Terminal project,
which relates specific decisions to the state of the art in
railroad engineering and to Cincinnati’s continuing import-
ance as a gateway for interregional rail traffic, is especially
wide-ranging.

Because Condit is most interested in the technical prob-
lems of bringing railroads into a compact city, the book does
not meet the promise of its subtitle. There is no clear defini-
tion for the word ‘“urbanistic” (‘“pertaining to the urban
way of life” and “pertaining to city planning” are dictionary
alternatives) and no “history of Cincinnati.,” Indicative of
the narrow focus is the very limited use made of Cincinnati
newspapers, of booster literature, or of scholarship on local
politics and government. There are references to the impact
of railroad location on central commercial activities, manu-
facturing, and suburban housing, but no analysis of the inter-
relationships. Nor is there attention to entrepreneurial deci-
sions behind nineteenth century company organization, to
changing visions of the city’s future held by its élite, to the
activities of city planners and administrators in the twentieth
century, or to other aspects of the political and economic con-
text for railroad building. With his eyes fixed on the track
ahead, Condit also ignores the impact of river trade on land
use patterns and underestimates the importance of the Miami-
Erie Canal (the paragraph on the canal [pp. 5-6] contains
six misleading statements or errors of fact).

Condit and the Ohio State University Press have per-
formed a service to scholars in their production decisions.
Fifty-two maps and pictures strongly support the text. Forty-
eight pages of detailed notes and twenty-two pages of ap-
pended information digest a voluminous technical literature
of corporate reports and railroad journals and make obscure
data accessible to historians and train buffs alike.

In general evaluation, The Railroad and the City is weak-
est on the first generation of railroad building, a period for
which technical data are limited and for which an exclusive
attention to rail transport is misleading. It is strongest on
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the period 1880-1930 when Cincinnati railroad men faced im-
portant technical decisions about bridges, depots, connecting
lines, interurban railways, and rapid transit facilities. In the
context of urban history, the closest parallel to Condit’s book is
Walter Muir Whitehill’s Boston: A Topographical History,
another affectionate portrayal of the relations between city
dwellers and their landscape.

Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Va. Carl Abbott

The Education of an Urban Minority: Catholics in Chicago,
1833-1965. By James W. Sanders. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1977. Pp. xviii, 278. Tables, maps,
notes, note on sources, appendixes, index. $13.95.)

Progressivism was as much a social as a political move-
ment, and nowhere was its influence more potent than in
education. Historians have alternately praised (Lawrence
Cremin) and condemned (David Tyack) the progressive move-
ment for efficiency, centralized organization, and control by
experts that dominated public schools in the early twentieth
century. But the exclusive emphasis on the Protestant domi-
nated public systems has wholly obscured the parallel develop-
ment in metropolitan Catholic schools. This book helps
redress the balance. Although James W. Sanders hurries over
the explicit parallels, his thorough research in archival
records, parish histories, and rich Catholic newspaper files
provides enough evidence for a major broadening of our
conception of progressivism.

With half Chicago’s population to draw upon, though
only a fraction of the city’s wealth, the parochial schools grew
even more rapidly than the public schools. Before 1915 the
story was one of brick and mortar on the one hand, and
traditional rivalries on the other. Not only did the Catholics
war against the threat to their culture represented by the
public schools, but they also fought internal wars along ethnic
lines. Sanders, writing essentially a political history of the
struggles for ethnic identity, gives a clear, if repetitive image
of parish power in the largest Catholic archdiocese.

With Harper, Dewey, Addams, Parker, Young, and Wirt
giving the Chicago area the supremacy in educational leader-
ship once held by Berlin, it is surprising only that the city’s
Catholic leaders were so slowly infected with reformist zeal.
The situation changed dramatically in 1915 when George
Mundelein began his quarter century tenure as archbishop.





