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The French, the Indians, and George Rogers Clark in the
Hlinois Country: Proceedings of an Indiana American
Revolution Bicentennial Symposium. (Indianapolis: In-
diana Historical Society, 1977. Pp. xi, 105. Notes, ilustra-
tion, maps, table. Paperbound, $2.00.)

This small volume publishes the papers presented at the
second Indiana American Revolution Bicentennial Symposium,
held at Vincennes University in May, 1976, and jointly spon-
sored by the Indiana American Revolution Bicentennial
Commission and the Indiana Historical Society. The trans-
formation from lecture to essay was smoothly made—the
essays being uniformly well written and the book reflecting
the high editorial standards of the Indiana Historical Society.

The lead essay by John Francis McDermott is a defense
of the early French colonists of the Illinois County. Me-
Dermott proposes that far from being the ‘“restless misfits
and lawless adventures” portrayed in early travel accounts,
the French settlers were actually “energetic men of business,
substantial farmers, and people of education and culture . . .”
(pp. 26-27). While he presents considerable evidence to sup-
port his contention, McDermott’s main purpose is to urge
others to search out the true history of the French common
folk in local manuscript records: marriage contracts, estate
inventories, business and legal documents. To aid in this
work he presents a brief bibliographic guide to published and
manuscript sources on the daily lives of individual settlers.

George C. Chalou’s essay is an excellent account of
George Rogers Clark’s impact on the Indian tribes of the Old
Northwest. Without attempting to either debunk or exagger-
ate Clark’s achievements, Chalou traces the fluctuating
fortunes of both red and white men along the Revolutionary
frontier. He concludes that Clark managed to achieve a stale-
mate with the Indians, neutralizing some and antagonizing
others. This was no small accomplishment considering Clark’s
resources.

George M. Waller presents an overview of American
strategy in the West during the Revolution. Waller concludes
that while Clark failed in his main objective of capturing
Detroit he succeeded in “intimidating large numbers of In-
dians and thereby protecting the American settlements” (p.
62) —a conclusion that partially contradicts Chalou’s essay.
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The evidence is rather overwhelming that Clark did not “win”
the West for the new nation, and Waller can only present the
next best argument—that Clark managed not to lose it either.

Dwight Smith’s essay places Clark’s campaigns within
the context of the Paris peace negotiations and shows that
the winning of the West owed more to Benjamin Franklin’s
wiles and the international balance of power than to Clark’s
heroics.

John H. Long uses Clark’s campaign as a case study
to show how useful maps can be in understanding historical
events and how dangerous they can be to the unwary. Long
contends that the cartographic dimension affords ‘““a better
perspective not only on historical events themselves but also
on what they could and did mean to contemporaries and
under what circumstances” (p. 86).

To the lay reader who knows nothing of this period
these essays will be of little use, since they assume consider-
able background knowledge. The scholar specializing in this
area will likewise find the essays of marginal use since they
present little that will not be familiar. However, that large
body of readers in between, especially those interested in
this fascinating era of Indiana history, will find these essays
most informative.

Utah State University, Logan Paul A. Hutton

The Railroad and the City: A Technological and Urbanistic
History of Cincinnati. By Carl W. Condit. (Columbusi
Ohio State University Press, 1977. Pp. xii, 3385. Illustra-
tions, notes, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index.
$15.00.)

Most historians know Carl W. Condit as a distinguished
specialist on the evolution of Chicago building techniques and
architecture. In The Railroad and the City he returns with
obvious pleasure to the city where he spent his first thirty-
one years. The result is a detailed and scientifically sophis-
ticated history of in-town railroad facilities in the Queen City
of the West.

The strengths of the book are clear. It is first a work of
meticulous scholarship on the technological development of
Cincinnati railroads. The central interpretive theme is the
influence of Cincinnati’s topography—its river, its stream
valleys, and its hills—on the design of railroad terminals,
bridges, belt lines, and electric railway systems. Although





