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“] am tired of Indianapolis,” Abraham Andrew wrote
home to his wife Viola on December 13, 1836, “tired of Poli-
tics, tired of witnessing the proceedings of the Legislature—
tired of my old acquaintances that have forgot the meaning
of the term—tired of my horse & have swapped him off and
gave $15 to boot—tired of paying $2 per day and not living
as well as at home—and mean to stay fired until 1 get
home. . ..”

Abraham Piatt Andrew (1801-1887), one of the eleven
co-founders of La Porte County in 1832, was born in a log
cabin near Fort Hamilton, Ohio, twenty miles north of
Cincinnati and began his career at fifteen, working in the
“Queen City” for a distant relative, John Piatt, who had
established the first private bank west of the Alleghenies.
In 1818 Andrew became a clerk at the Brookville branch of
the first State Bank of Indiana, remaining there until its
forcible liquidation at the hands of Governor Jonathan Jen-
nings in 1821. Andrew then signed aboard a riverboat, and
by the age of twenty-three became captain of the steamboat
Tecumseh, a job he held for five years.! On October 1, 1829,
he married Viola Jane Hamilton Armstrong (1805-1883),
daughter of the Revolutionary War hero and Indian fighter,
Colonel John Armstrong.2

Andrew then turned his attention northward, and to-
gether with his elder brother James, entered the contracting

* Andrew Gray was formerly director of the Commerce Depart-
ment’s Office of Trade Adjustment Assistance., He is now a financial
writer in Washington, D.C.

1 Edith J. Backus, “Abraham Piatt Andrew, Jr.” (Unpublished
manuscript, La Porte Historical Society, 1940), 1, 3-4, The manuscript
pages have been renumbered by hand. Jacob Piatt Dunn, Indiana and
Indianans: A History of Aboriginal and Territorial Indiana and the
Century of Statehood (5 vols., Chicago, 1919), III, 1374-75.

2 Backus, “Andrew,” 11-12.
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business. By 1830, the protracted wrangles concerning the
most appropriate route for the long deferred Michigan Road
had been largely resolved and the town of Madison selected
as its terminal point on the Ohio River. The Andrew brothers
bid $498.27 per mile to construct the first fifteen-mile seg-
ment of the road leading northward from Madison and
were awarded the contract. Completing this strip of road in
less than a year, the brothers proceeded to Indianapolis to
collect the $7500 due them, only to find that the Michigan
Road Authority could not pay them in gold and silver coin.
Instead, the brothers were paid in scrip, exchangeable for
parcels of land ceded to the authority in the northern part of
the state and scheduled to be auctioned off that autumn.®
Abraham and James Andrew departed at once to inspect
this land and find a suitable location for a new community.
Searching beyond the Kankakee River and its swamps, they
came upon a gap in an otherwise densely timbered landscape
that opened westward on a stretch of fertile soil dotted with
gem-like lakes. This promising expanse of terrain already
bore the name “Door Prairie,” but some Frenchmen operating
a courier service between Detroit and Fort Dearborn had
accorded it the more melodious Gallic equivalent. After
“bidding in” nearly 2,000 acres of this land at the auction held
at Logansport in October, 1831, the Andrew brothers, together
with Walter Wilson, John Walker, and Hiram Todd, hastened
to Indianapolis to petition the legislature to ‘‘strike off” a
new county that its founders agreed should be given the
French name. Upon presentation of the act of incorporation,
however, one of the solons arose to inquire what the proposed
designation signified and then objected with the words:
“Well, then, why not call it Door county at once, and let these
high flown French names alone?’* But Andrew and his
friends prevailed, and the new county was named La Porte.
Less than a month after Abraham and Viola Andrew
had settled in La Porte, the outbreak of the Black Hawk War
in May, 1832, caused Andrew to send his wife back to Cin-
cinnati for safety, the occasion for the first two letters from

3Rollo B. Oglesbee and Albert Hale, History of Michigan City,
Indiana (Michigan City [?7], 1908), 72-73; Backus, “Andrew,” 19-20, 22.
In theory the contractors were to have been paid from the cash pro-
ceeds of Michigan Road Authority land sales. But these transactions
failed to materialize in sufficient quantity-—a possible indication of the
relative lack of interest in the economic possibilities of Indiana.

¢ Jasper Packard, History of LaPorte County, Indiana; and Its
Townships, Towns, and Cities (La Porte, 1876), 37. See also Backus,
“Andrew,” 25-26.
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Abraham Andrew to his wife presented in this series. Beyond
descriptions of the common but severe hardships of bad
weather, poor roads, and slow, often broken communications,
the Andrew correspondence of the early 1830s reveals the
isolation, loneliness, and uncertainty faced by the early settlers
of Indiana in building towns.

The correspondence also describes the opportunities. As
late as 1832, Chicago was merely a cluster of cabins shelter-
ing perhaps a hundred permanent settlers and not yet a major
port on the Great Lakes. The possibility of making La Porte
a railroad and shipping center occurred to several county resi-
dents. In 1832 Major Isaac C. Elston platted a lakeport for
the county, designating it portentously as “Michigan City,”
even though it consisted mainly of sand bars and a large
marsh.’

The overriding necessity, of course, was to connect
Michigan City by rail or canal (or both) with inland rivers.
As early as February, 1832, a syndicate of the county’s found-
ing citizens, including Major Elston and Abraham Andrew,
incorporated the Wabash and Michigan Railroad. Later
Andrew joined several other citizens in chartering the La
Porte Canal and Railroad Company to build either a canal or
railroad connecting La Porte with Michigan City. These and
numerous other ventures achieved only a paper existence.
The Panic of 1837 ended or delayed construction, and it proved
impossible to persuade the state legislature at Indianapolis
to fund these ventures directly or place the full faith and
credit of the state behind the bond issues necessary to finance
them.® These were the grounds for Andrew’s exasperated
outburst in his letter to his wife from Indianapolis. By that
time, the state government had in fact raised $10,000,000 to
finance canal and rail development, but had devoted the lion’s
share of the proceeds to the Central Canal, to join the Ohio
River with the Wabash & Erie Canal. Although some efforts
were made on this extension, little was accomplished and it
was never finished.” The founders of La Porte did not easily
abandon their efforts. In 1838, a local consortium headed by

5 Oglesbee and Hale, Michigan City, 78-84. Major Elston had made
the original land purchases at Michigan City on November 6 and 9,
1830. Ibid., 78.

6 Ibid., 128-29.

7John D. Barnhart and Donald F. Carmony, Indiana: From
Frontier to Industrial Commonwealth (4 vols., New York, 1954), I,
322-24, 336.



308 Indiana Magazine of History

Orr dispatched Andrew to New York to raise capital for a
La Porte-centered Buffalo & Mississippi Railroad, instructing
him “to contract with any individual, company or corporation
for a loan or loans . . . not exceeding $1,000,000. [sic] and
not less than $400,000. . . .* Predictably enough, this paper
proved impossible to float. In 1839, however, Andrew was
again dispatched to New York, the consortium having by
this time abandoned its minimum demands. For months
Andrew traveled to eastern cities, including Buffalo, Phila-
delphia, and Washington, but he returned to La Porte empty
handed.®

The last of Andrew’s few extant letters, written mostly
from New York, contain reflections of the established, bustling
cities of the East. New York was a “tremendious [sic]
city,” Andrew wrote home on July 17, 1838, “Where all the
wealth and all the poverty are strangely thrown together—
where many of the Virtues and probably all the Vices of our
nature are to be met with . . ..” His letters express frustra-
tion over failing to raise the needed capital, distress in separa-
tion from his family, fascination with eastern finery and
other delights to ship home, and eagerness to abandon efforts
for the railroad that he considered inevitably fruitless.

Andrew went on to become editor of the La Porte County
Whig in 1840, and then moved to Michigan City first as a
director then as the cashier of its branch of the second State
Bank of Indiana, jobs he held for six years. In 1851, he
organized the “La Porte Gold Mining Company” and the
following year went to California via Nicaragua, transporting
with him a new-fangled machine for sifting ore. This was
his last speculative adventure, and it failed completely. Re-
turning to La Porte, he thereafter contented himself with real
estate and banking activities of a relatively demure kind,
growing old prosperously.r®* When his wife died, Andrew pub-
lished the following notice in the La Porte Herald-Chronicle
of January 7, 1884: “PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE From our
home in LaPorte, Indiana, December 25, 1883, my wife, Viola
J. Andrew, aged 78 years, in the 55th year of our married
life. It is well. She was a good wife and a good mother. She
has finished her work in this world and done it well. I should

8 Joseph Orr to A. P. Andrew, Certificate of Authority, June 26,
1838, quoted in Backus, “Andrew,” 76.

9 Ibid., 80-81.
10 Ibid., 82, 87, 89, 111-12.
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not call her back even if I could. She has gone ‘up higher’.”::
Andrew survived her by less than four years—experiencing
a placid old age disturbed, if at all, only by the rumbling of
express trains through La Porte to and from the metropolis
fifty miles to the west.

[Andrew Letters]

South Bend May 25th 1832
Dear Viola

After you got started I repaired to where we were
fortifying where we picketed in a fort & built two Block
houses on Sunday morning we sent Mr. Clayburn on west
to see what the prospects were he proceeded as far as
Chicago & returned on tuesday and informed us that the
Saucks Indians had returned into the Winebago Country on
the head of Rock River about 40 miles from Chicago but still
declared their intention was to come through but that there is
2000 TIllinois Malitia in pursuit of them and it is not probable
the Indians will even pass thru but should they there is from
500 to 1000 men at Niles’s and reinforcements coming in daily
from Pigeon prairie & other places in Michigan and hold
themselves in readiness at a minutes notice, after getting
news above stated T got a horse and started to see what had
become of you I proceeded in the direction of fort wayne
and about 40 miles this side met three quakers who tole me
that on Tuesday they met you on the other side of fort wayne
and that your intention was to go on to Fathers I know I
could not overtake you before you got there & had left my
business so that I could not stay away long enough to come
all the way through—1I therefore turned back and am now on
my way to the Door—

You I am afraid will think hard of my starting you on
such a journey without accompanying you myself—but I
think you will forgive me if you will reflect upon my situation
as a Citizen of the Door—the question was with us will you
run off or will you stay & protect our property & persons I
could not do else than pledge myself to stay and as soon as
I hear you are safe I shall never regret that I did stay—for

11 Quoted in ibid., 130. See also Charles F. Cochran, Seven Gener-
ations of the Andrew Family (Washington, D. C., 1924).

1 The editing of the Abraham Andrew letters was accomplished
using the original manuscript letters in the possession of Andrew Gray,
Washington, D.C. Spacing and indentations have been standardized,
but incorrect and phonetic spellings, grammatical errors, and erratic
punctuations have been retained as found in the handwritten letters.
Words underlined in the original documents have been italicized.
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had I left I might as well have staid away I never could have
sneaked back to live there—I apprehend no particular danger
now but shall write to you as often as an opportunity offers
of sending a letter to the Post office, write to me frequently
and direct to Terre Coupee post office—If you only get
through safe I shall be glad of it as I am afraid things are
too unsettled for you to be here as it now is I have an op-
portunity to either fight or run as occasion may require—I
have written to James to let you have money as you will no
doubt need it to buy clothing also I wrote to him to see and
reimburse uncle Daniel—

do the best you can and be assured I will take care of
myself—when I shall see you must depend on time & circum-
stances—but hope to bring you out again this fall—I never
thought before I could send you such a journey alone but
“circumstances alter cases” and I have done it and as yet do
not reflect on myself for so doing and hope you will not

I am affectionately
Yours
A P Andrew Jr

St. Joseph South Bend June 6th 1832
My Dear Viola,

I have written several letters to James & once or twice
to you since you left but think it probable you have not recd
any of them previous to this, as on my arrival here yesterday
1 was informed the mails were stoped in consequence of the
Contractor having failed—to recapitulate the contents of all
of them would be tedious and as they will probably come to
hand sometime Ill not undertake it—But can inform you that
we have on the Door Praire survived our fright and all become
pretty well satisfied there had been no real danger—

We at different times have had various reports and many
of the people governed themselves accordingly and run away
one day & back the next—your Husband has had courage
enough to save his credit by remaining on the Praire during
the war “through evil as well as good report”

The mails having stopped I have not heard from you
since you left except when a few miles south of fort Wayne—
I hope you got to Fathers safe & if so am glad you are there
for had you stopped at fort Wayne—am told they are worse
alarmed there than here & at Goshen in Elkhart they have
sent an express to the Governor for troops to guard them—
that it appears the further from real Danger the worse the
news and greater the fears of the people—
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There is scarcly a settlement, Village or Praire in the
whole country but what people have built fortifications,
twentifications or tens—but generally when sufficiently
alarmed to commence fortifying they would suffer their im-
aginations to picture danger in such colusus that they would
run off before finishing any of them, consequently they (the
twentifications) are a source of considerable merriment now
that the War is over—

If James comes on and brings his family you may come
along if you would rather do so but if satisfied I think it best
you should stay there until such times as I can have a better
house &c—and I think James had better leave his family—
as our business is I cannot leave here until after James comes
out unless there should be something the matter with you in
which case write to me immediately—should you need it for
any purpose don’t hesitate to call on James for money—I
have written to him that you would want some—I think if
you are content Fathers will be the best place for you to stay
at—

you may expect to hear from me frequently if the mails
get to running again  if not it will be only as opportunity
may offer like the present of sending a letter into the settle-
ment where there is a Post Office—this will probably be
mailed at Richmond Wayne County—I have been here two
days on business and shall return home to day and shall wait
with considerable anxiety untill 1 hear from you and that you
are safe landed—write to me frequently as it will probably
be some time before I see you but hope this will be the last
time there will be a necessity for our being apart, I am
getting tired of it. but it seems to be our fate

Yours Sincerely
A P Andrew Jr

Indianapolis Dec. 6th 1836

Dear Viola

I wrote you on the 3d inst soon after my arrival in which
I promised to write again in a few days—have nothing of
importance to you to write

The Legislature have met electing their officers &c & to
day Gov. [Noah] Noble delivered his message—To morrow
the Electors meet & decide on their choice &c—The Election
of a U.S. Senator will come on on Thursday & of Judges &c
on friday & Saturday the result of which T design staying to
see—& then I shall go to Johnston County to see Mr. Prince
which will take me two or three days—soon after which I
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shall start for home & unless you hear from me to the con-
trary you may look for me home by the 20th—my health is
& has been good

Yours

A.P. Andrew Jr

Indianapolis Dec. 13th 1836
Dear Viola,

When I last wrote I expected to be at home by the 20{h
and accordingly made my arrangements for starting to
morrow morning, but in consequence of the thaw it is im-
possible to get along the Michigan Road—I am therefore under
the necessity of waiting until it freezes or thaws entirely
through—as it is at present just thawed enough to let a
horse break through—I have been unsuccessful in finding
Mr. Prince—can hear nothing of him but on the contrary,
from every information he has not been in this section of
country since he left LaPorte—As I am now ready to return
home, the time will seem long until I get there, particularly
as I have not and am not likely to hear from you before I
return—I am tired of Indianapolis, tired of Politics, tired of
witnessing the proceedings of the Legislature—tired of my
old acquaintances that have forgot the meaning of the term—
tired of my horse & have swapped him off and gave $15 to
boot—tired of paying $2 per day and not living as well as at
home—and mean to stay tired until I get home which will be
as soon as the roads will let me come, therefore don’t look
for me until I come lest you get tired looking in vain.

Yours
A.P. Andrew Jr.

Buffalo July 11th 1838
Dear Viola

I arrived here this morning at 10 oclk. after being two
nights and a day on the Lake—had a pleasant passage on the
Lake although we had a considerable Blow from 2 oclk this
morning enough to make the ladies on Board loose their break-
fast—the Lake is not near the scarecrow I had been induced
to believe it to be—

Buffalo is a very pleasantly situated Town at the Eastern
extreme of Lake Erie, I shall not remain here however long
enough to examine it particularly—where I shall write from
next I don’t know possibly from Albany & perhaps not untill I
reach New York as I shall Travel very fast from this on—
my health is like it always has been in traveling very good—
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write to me often and let me know how you and the children
are and you may expect to hear frequently from

Your Husband

A.P. Andrew Jr

Albany N.Y. July 15th 1838

Dear Viola,

I arrived here this afternoon at 4 oclk being three days
& two nights out from Buffalo am now within 10 hours
run by Steam Boat of the City of New York; and being
anxious to pass down the North River by daylight I have
concluded to lay by here untill to morrow morning and rest
myself—1I have had rather a pleasant trip across the country
from Buffalo have seen a great quantity of very fine
country well improved and some beautiful towns and Villges
two of which (had I an income of $10,000 a year) I would
be perfectly willing to move to and (I think) settle for life—
they are Canandagua on Canandagua Lake & Geneva on
Senaca Lake—inland Lakes of this greaf, the Empire State
of New York—Rochester likewise is a very pleasant place
with about 15,000 inhabitants  this place is situated at the
falls of Genessee of “Sam Patch” notoriety and is noted for
its extensive flour mills—

My health continues good and my spirits too, except when
I think of the “long Scotch miles that lay between me and
my Deary 0O.”

Yours
A.P. Andrew Jr.

Tell James to write to me and let me know as near as he can
what wheat may probably be had for after harvest delivery
at Michigan City for good cash

New York July 17th 1838

Dear Viola

At last T am in the great City of New York—the em-
porium of the United states I arrived here yesterday evening
and have been looking on this fore noon—it is a great city—
yet it falls far short of my expectations—it lies so level &
there is such a sameness in the buildings and streets that
travel were [sic] you may it still presents what you have seen
or what is so similar that one might be led to believe he was
traveling over the same grounds a longer residence and
more familiaraty may change my “first impressions” and
enable me to distinguish the different parts and see it as it is
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a tremendious City Where all the wealth and all the poverty
are strangely thrown together—where many of the Virtues
and probably all the vices of our nature are to be met with—

And perhaps nothing has struck me with as much force
as the travelling females since I came into New York State—
nothing but women and Band Bozes in every stage, every rail
Road Car & Every Steam Boat—Verily the men are more
indulgent here, or the Ladies have more power of asserting
and maintaining their rights than they have in the “far West”
—But one thing is certain they have not got many very pretty
women here or if they have the pretty ones stay at home

having done nothing as yet toward my mission I can
say nothing about returning shall probably visit Phila-
delphia in a few days but will make New York my head
quarters where I hope to hear from you frequently—tell Maria
& James? pa will bring them pretty pictures when he comes
home if they are good children and Maria goes to school &
learns well—

Yours &c
A P Andrew Jr

New York Sunday afternoon
July 22nd 1838
Dear Viola,

I have devoted the past week to the object of my mission
but with no very flattering prospects ahead of me of success—
but of this mum. I have written the particulars to Genl Orr®
and if he sees proper to make it public so be it but my own
view of the subject is that we can’t tell here, “what a day
may bring forth” in the money market consequently it will
have no good effect at home either to raise their expectations
or arouse their fears—I expect to keep Genl Orr advised of
the state of affairs as “I understand them” from time to
time—My present impression is that nothing can be done here
for some 3 or 4 months and if after Visiting Phildelphia
(which I expect to do this week) I shall continue of the same
opinion—the probability is I shall return home and come
back here in the fall or winter if it is the wish of my employers
that I should make a second attempt—Then and that case

2 Maria and James Andrew were Abraham Andrew’s two oldest
children. Edith J. Backus, “Abraham Piatt Andrew, Jr.” (Unpublished
manuscript, La Porte Historical Society, 1940), 92.

3 General Joseph Orr was president of the Buffalo & Mississippi
Railroad and a prominent citizen of La Porte County. Rollo B. Oglesbee
and Albert Hale, History of Michigan City, Indiana (Michigan City [?],
1908), 73, 81, 210, 216-17; Backus, “Andrew,” 76.
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(strange as it may appear) I shall bring you along and then
I will be willing to remain here just as long a time as they
are willing to foot the bill—but not otherwise

From what I can see and learn the times are unusually
dull here the hot weather has caused many of that class
that my business is with to leave the City for the different
watering places and this will be the case for a month or more
to come and I feel as though I would like to be off too-—not
to the watering places but to you and our dear little children
tell them their pa frequently thinks about them and when he
comes back he will “Kiss” them and bring them pretty pic-
tures and books

I forwarded this morning two news papers without
having any particular object in view and perhaps shall con-
tinue to forward a paper occasionally as that will be a short
way of writing to you that I am well—

I have stoped at the Astor House and will probably do
so on my return from Phildelphia—I have not rec.d as yet
a line from you or any of my friends—do write Viola and let
me know how you and the little ‘“Toads” are—direct to New
York as I shall make this my head quarters—you have no
idea, yes you have, the satisfaction it would be to me to hear
from you, and ours

Your Husband
A P Andrew Jr

New York Thursday Evening
Aug 2nd 1838
Dear Viola
I returned here yesterday from Philadelphia—had rather
a pleasant trip the heat excepted—have nothing particular
to write—have not rec.d anything from you—rec.d a letter
from Genl. Orr this morning dated 20 July says you are all
well, that is the first word from home since I left—when I
write again think I will be able to sett the time of starting
home—and next time I come here if you don’t write to me
better than you have done this time Ill bring you along and
then I guess Tll know how you are—so you had better write
to your dearly beloved.
Husband
A.P. Andrew Jr
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New York Augt 6th 1838
Dear Viola

I rec.d yours of the 22nd ult. by Mr. Wheeler and perused
its contents with a great deal of satisfaction—am willing to
take your apoligy for not writing sooner but think “our
friends” rather “green” to think a letter would not reach me
at New York without a consignee—I think am (from the
nature of my business) as noted in Wall Street as the “Bulls
and Bears”’—aye and at the post office too—for I have en-
quired often enough for letters—I am in excellent health and
think I will start home about next Sunday or Monday—and if
any thing should occur that T do not, I will write—tell sis &
Bub pa will bring them pretty pictures and a pretty one for
Ma too

Yr Husband
A.P. Andrew Jr

Buffalo Apl 22 1839
Dear Viola,

To comply with my promise in the letter of this morning
I now write you—I shall leave this evening at or after 6
oclock in the stage

I have purchased and paid for grave stones* for our dear
little James—they will be done and go on with Wheelers
goods—the design is to be at the top a Weeping Willow, an
urn with a little girl (intended for his sister) inclining
against it—a raise oval below with the inscription &c—price
$16—white marble-—My progress from here will be rapid and
perhaps not afford me an opportunity of again writing before
I reach Albany—

The Bank I wrote you this morning was broke is the
“Manufacturing Bank of Bellville” and not Belview as I wrote
it—

The stage starts in a few minutes good Bye until you
hear from

Yours
A.P. Andrew Jr.

¢ Abraham Andrew’s son James died probably during the winter of
1838-1839. Backus, “Andrew,” 92,
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New York May 11th 1839
Dear Viola

I know not what to write you, being myself just at this
time in a kind of quandary—I have but little, aye I may say
no hopes of carrying out the negotiation I had in View when
I wrote you under date 5th Inst.—Therefore all my visions
relative to my return 1st June have all exploded—But it may
truly be said of New York “there is no knowing what a day
may bring forth”—and although I have not yet rec.d a letter
from home I will write home often—And come home by and
by—The first news I have had from home is to day in a
letter from Mr. Traver{?] to Wheeler in which he says, “you
& Maria are well & Mary® is mending very fast”—Mr. Wheeler
leaves for home this evening & will be the bearer of this—I
wish I could accompany him—don’t you?

Yours you know

A.P. Andrew Jr
I send by Mr. Wheeler 12yds Muslin De Loin[?] for you a
Dress—’tis the rage
I have forwarded by Wheelers goods several things for you—
2 or 8 dark Calico—2 Books—some toys for Maria all of
which are directed to care of Traver—

There is also 2 parasols one for you & one for Cousin
Catherine®—it is the present fashion and is called a “Shade”
Tell Catherine her uncle didn’t send it because she was a little
girl—as its size would indicate but because it is all the rage
or Ton here you will see it has a joint near the top and
is used as a shade to the face only

Tell Maria her pa has sent her a whole sett of Dinner
& Kitchen ware by Wheeler goods & there may be more of
her order when he (pa) comes home—I wish T was there
now—don’t you?—

A

New York May 29 1839
Dear Viola
I am in possession of no further information relative to
my business than when I wrote to you last Sunday—conse-
quently can set no time for starting home—although I am
convinced that our business can be as well attended to with-

5 This is probably Mary Drew, the orphaned daughter of Viola’s
sister who lived with the Andrews. Backus, “Andrew,” 36.

6 Probably Catherine Andrew who was the daughter of Abraham
Andrew’s brother James. Ibid., 62.
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out me as with me—yet the Board expects me to remain and
attend to it in person—They little know my anxiety to return
home—nor could I I suppose convince them that to remain
will be of little use—I could tell them I do want to see Viola
& Maria “So bad”—that “I hav’t seen them for a long
time”—but they could not appreciate my feelings on that
subject and I think it would be as well not to trouble them
with it—But in truth Viola I think if you would exercise a
little more government over me when at home it would be
better for us both-——you have the power to keep me there &
you know it—perhaps that is the reason you don’t exercise
it—I ought not to leave you—there is no necessity for it—
and yet I do it time & again—with my eyes open to the con-
sequences—Why, do I do it—I don’t know truly—it is fate!
fate!! fate 11!

Yours

A P Andrew Jr

Albany Nov 22 1839
Dear Viola.

I arrived here last evening all is well except the “Beef
Operation”—I called this morning on the Agent of the line
of Canal Boats by which I shipped the Beef from Buffalo
and learn that 300 Bbls have passed on—399 Bbls that
ought to have been here yesterday is detained a few miles
above in the Canal in consequence of a Breach in the Canal—
They are repairing the Breach But the weather is so cold it is
very doubtful if they let the water in again this fall—the
consequence will be that 609 of the Beef will not get through
untill next april

I will remain here untill I ascertain what will be the
result & then proceed to New York—if the Canal is closed
for the winter—all I can do is to make Sale of the 300 Bbls
that has got through & then return home—and come back in
the Spring to attend to the rest of it—It would have been
better for me if 1 had been satisfied with “well enough” and
left matters & things to those who wanted to do “Better”—
But ’tis useless to reflect—‘“tis so & can’t be no ’tiser”

Yours

A. P. Andrew Jr.
Tell Maria pa will get home bye & Bye and will be glad to
learn that she has improved in reading &c—





