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As a journal dedicated uniquely to open-access publishing 
promoting design knowledge building and sharing, the 
International Journal of Designs for Learning (IJDL) has 
benefited greatly from the unwavering support of Dr. Phillip 
(Phil) Harris (1939-2026). 

From the inception of the journal in 2010, we enjoyed his 
enthusiastic appreciation of our mission and his guidance 
through the process of establishing ourselves as an AECT 
publication that Phil provided during his tenure as AECT 
Executive Director (1999-2021). 

Once the journal was launched, he continued to advocate 
for resources that helped steady us across the early years 
when we were working to establish a new form of knowl-
edge-sharing in the field. At the time of his passing, we 
acknowledge his contributions with gratitude.

Elizabeth Boling is the Founding Editor-In-Chief of the 
International Journal of Designs for Learning. 

Ahmed Lachheb is the Managing Executive Editor of the 
International Journal of Designs for Learning (IJDL) and a member 
of the Advisory Board of the AECT Center of Excellence in 
Publishing. 

Colin M. Gray is the Production Manager and Advisory Board 
Member of the International Journal of Designs for Learning. 

Justin Sentz is the Assistant Editor-In-Chief of the International 
Journal of Designs for Learning. 

FIGURE 1. Dr. Phillip (Phil) Harris’s headshot. (Source: AECT 
social media commination, March 2026). 
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