

Digital Storytelling Lesson 3
Technology Professional Development

Learning Objective: At the end of this lesson you will be able to
· Create a content specific digital story.
· Select and sequence images in Microsoft Photo Story 3.
· Remove black borders.
· Add text to pictures.
· Add narrative to story.
· Create background music from available choices in Microsoft Photo Story 3.
· Select and apply slide transitions.
· Add Credit slides.
· [image: ]View and edit the digital story.

Sheneman (2010) asserts that librarians considered Microsoft Photo Story 3 to be the easiest storytelling software, when considering software that is free and portable. You will need to download this free Microsoft software from the following Web address if the computer does not already have this. http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=11132
[image: ]To construct your digital story, you will need your organized computer folder that contains the following folders you created in Lesson 1 (AOW, n.d.):
1.) An image folder 
2.) A Credits folder 
3.) A project folder for your final video (Project DST)
4.) A storyboard folder
5.) A script folder
6.) A video folder

Remember the Audio and Resource folders were optional.




[image: ]Additionally, you will need a hard copy of your script and your storyboard (AO UOW, n.d.)
. 

Open you Photo Story 3 program and select Begin a new story and select Next.



[image: ]
Select the Import Pictures button and a File Browser window will appear.





[image: ]If your Image file folder does not appear, move your cursor to the scroll down arrow in the Look in area. Go to the computer location where you have saved your project folder. In this case the folder is saved to the Desktop. 
Move your cursor over to the side scroll bar.


[image: ]

Right mouse click and drag the scroll bar down until your Digital Story folder appears in the window. Open the Digital Story by moving your cursor over it and clicking twice on your left mouse button.


[image: ]

Repeat dragging the scroll bar down until your Image folder is visible. Move your cursor over to the Image folder and double left mouse click to open your image folder.

[image: ]


Repeat dragging the scroll bar (up or down) until your image is visible in the selection window. Move your cursor over the image you wish to select and double left mouse click on your image selection.




[image: ]Now your selected image appears in a large window and also in the film strip at the bottom of the window.
You can learn more about editing pictures by moving your cursor over the hyperlinked section and selecting it.
At the very bottom you have options to view the Help files and to Save Project. You also have navigation buttons and a Cancel button. Select the Next navigation button. As you import more images the number of images in the film strip will grow. You can change the image order by moving your cursor over the images, left mouse clicking, and dragging them into the desired position. You can also delete images by clicking on the image and then hitting the delete button on your keyboard.
Note: If your picture is not in the 4:3 aspect ratio, black boxes will appear around the picture. Remember the Odie image in Lesson two. Let us use this picture in Photo Story and learn to remove Black Boxes or Crop the images that are not in perfect aspect ratio.
[image: ]The ‘Odie’ image clearly has black borders. Whenever a picture has black borders a button option Remove Black Borders appears. If you have imported more than one image with black borders the software gives you the option to remove black borders from the one image or for all the images at once. Selecting black borders for the ‘Odie’ image gives me the following dialogue box.





[image: ]The Remove Black Borders option did not work with the ‘Odie’ image. Microsoft Photo Story 3 also includes an option to manually crop your image. Therefore, we will use the Edit option located under the image in the Import and arrange your pictures screen. Select OK and then the Edit button located under the image.


[image: ]

Select the Crop option and a small box with handles appears over the image.



[image: ]
Adjust your crop area by moving your cursor over the box handles and dragging the box handles in or out. You can also move the box itself. Once you are comfortable with your selection, select the Save option.





[image: ]
The image is now cropped. You can continue adding and working with images.
Remember to Save Project often. If you close the project you can return to the project or a previous project from the opening screen.


[image: ]
Don’t forget to save the project to your Video folder. Remember images are saved in the Image folder but Videos are saved to the Video folder.



[image: ]
To open and existing project select Edit a project and Next. We will select our video from the video folder. We will continue to work with the original title picture saved as a previous video. 



[image: ]
We will select the Next navigation button.




[image: ]

Photostory 3 will now prompt you to add a title to your image, if you so desire. Type your title in the box and use the buttons provided to change your font, and align your text.

[image: ]
The changes apply to all of the text in that box. Therefore, if you wish to have different size texts, you may add different text types with photo editing software. For example, the smaller text on the bottom is the attribution I added using a photo editor. Attribution on the images is recommended practice for offline print-based images (POOL.ORG, n.d.).



[image: ]
You may also wish to experiment with the Effects option. A drop down menu allows you to select different effects for you image.
[image: ]For example, if the Colored Pencil option is selected the image changes.



This image has the Colored Pencil option applied.
Once you are finished selecting Effects and adding text, select the Next navigation button.


[image: ]The Photo Story screen now gives you the option to add narration. You will need either a built in microphone or a purchased microphone for your computer. 
You can also type your script information into the notes box if you so desire. A Preview button allows you to listen to your narration. 
This window also allows you to select Customize Motion. 



[image: ]
You can work with the start and stop positions and set the duration of the image screen time. You can also go to the Transition tab.




[image: ]The Transition tab allows you to apply different transitions to your images. You can select the transition by scrolling down the side bar. 
You can preview the individual slide transition in the upper window. You can also select the Preview button on the bottom to preview your entire video. Once you are certain that your transitions are done, select Save. This will save your transitions. Then select the Close button.
[image: ]Selecting Next from the main screen will take you to the Add background music window. You can purchase music and follow the licensing agreement, find music online licensed by Creative Commons or music that is in Public Domain. Remember to follow all copyright and attribution procedures with music. If you are using a music file, save it to the Audio folder that you should have created in your Digital Story project folder. We will simply use the Create Music option. Select the Create Music button. 
[image: ]A Create Music box will appear on your screen. Select the Genre, the Style, the Bands, Mood, Tempo, and Intensity. Hit the Play button to preview your selection. Select the OK button when you are satisfied with your selection. Your screen will return to the previous Add background music screen.



[image: ]Don’t forget to adjust the volume.
The previous screen returns. Select the Next navigation button.




[image: ]This final window gives you multiple options to save your story. You have to consider what you want to do with the story. You can use the Scroll bar to view all of the options. You can learn more about each option by moving your cursor over the Learn more about the selected activity link. Make your selection and move your cursor over the Next navigation button.
[image: ]
A box will appear on the screen to show the progress as the application builds your story.

Conclusion
Your digital story is now complete. You have imported images. As you continue to practice, you will learn how to import multiple images at once and other tricks. In this lesson you learned how to import an image, how to remove black borders and crop an image. Additionally, you learned to add transition effects and sound. You now know how to save your digital story in the format you require. Remember to practice so that you may continue to expand your knowledge. Thank you for finishing all three lessons. 
Optional Feedback: If you would like to help improve this lesson, you are invited to provide feedback at the following link.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/G8Z26JQ
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