Digital Storytelling Lesson 2
Technology Professional Development


[image: ]Learning Objective: At the end of this lesson you will be able to
· Identify equipment that can be used to create images for your digital story.
· Define Creative Commons
· Define an attribution. 
· Create Credit slides
· Complete the collection of images necessary to make your digital story while following copyright laws and guidelines.
Using your Script and Storyboard you will collect the images for your content specific digital story. You can use images you create yourself. Look through your pictures, draw and scan your own images, or use screenshots of Word, or PowerPoint slides. The following is a list of resources for creating and working with your own images.

1. A Scanner
2. A Digital Camera
3. A Word program
4. A Power Point program
5. Image editing software for cropping and editing images

If you use images that are not yours then you need to adhere to copyright law. According to Library UOW, n.d., teachers and students need to review how their images will be used in order to decide whether Fair Use policies are sufficient or whether stricter copyright guidelines must be followed. The following flow chart was created to help you follow the proper copyright procedures (UOW, n.d.).

[image: C:\Users\bcapo\Desktop\Desktop\levers\images\Copyright1.jpg]Important: If you will use your digital story outside of your classroom in any way at all, then you must comply with copyright law. The simplest way is to search the Internet for images with Creative Commons licenses. Therefore, you will now do the following:

1.  Learn to identify which Creative Commons license is the easiest and safest to use.

2. Learn how to prepare credits.


3. Learn how to search Flickr and Google Images, using their advanced search features to retrieve images with Creative Commons Licenses.
Before you begin to search for images you should become familiar with the Miami-Dade County School Board rules and regulations.
The following are hyperlinks to regulations published by The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
· Copyright and Educational Media 
· Media and Compliance with Copyright Laws and Fair Use@ Guidelines.
	
Additionally, do not use images that contain models posing in them. These may require a model release regardless of the type of copyright license. Images taken in public places with casual passersby are permissible.

Do not use images with any company logos or trademarks without the explicit written permission of the company or product manufacturer.

If you wish to use student pictures in your digital story, you must secure a parent release form using MDCPS’s Media Release Form. Additionally, teachers should review MDCP’s Acceptable Use Policy for the Network.


1. Which Creative Commons license is the easiest and safest to use?
The following lesson component will teach you about the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BY 3.0) license. This is the Creative Commons license with the least restrictions (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/).

[image: ]What is Creative Commons?
According to the Creative Commons Web site (http://creativecommons.org/), this nonprofit organization has created easy-to-use copyright licenses. The organization’s aim is to make sharing easier. The free licenses provided by Creative Commons allow creators of work to give public permission for the use of their work. Nevertheless, creators can still specify the conditions under which their work can be used. Therefore, creators reserve some rights to their work (About Creative Commons, n.d. 1). 
This lesson does not teach copyright law nor does it provide an in-depth analysis of Creative Commons licenses. This lesson aims to teach the simplest method to acquire online images while conforming to copyright laws. The following guidelines will simplify the acquisition and attribution process.

As you search and find images, you must gather the information you will need in step 3 in order to create your credits. Therefore, it is important that you learn what information you will need for the credits and how to find, copy, and save this information. 

2. Learn how to prepare credits.

Background Information:

Attribution: A statement of acknowledgement of the creator of the work (Pool.Org.AU, n.d.).

Open Attribute is a project created by Mozilla Drumbeat to make attributing Creative Commons Licensed work easy. They have created a downloadable plug-in that scans the meta-data of an object and will allow you to copy and paste the attribution for objects with Creative Commons licenses that are found on the Web (Open Attribute, n.d.). This is an evolving project. http://openattribute.com/# 

[image: ]Once you download the plug-in, The Open Attribute Web site provides you with very clear and simple instructions. 

In addition to the attribute you must state that there is no endorsement of your work by any of the image creators. Therefore always include the following: The author or licensor of this image does not endorse me or my work.
Additionally, if you modify the image you must add that the new image is a Derivative. According to Pool.Org.Au, n.d.,p.7,  the easiest way is to state “This work is a derivative of”.
Because not all images lend themselves to attribution access using the Open Attribute plug-in, this lesson will demonstrate how to gather attribution information with and without using the Open Attribute plug-in.

[image: ]The University of Wollongong’s (UWO) library has a downloadable template for digital story Credits on their Digital Story Web site (UWO, n.d. 2). We will follow their design and create our own in order to change the colors. Open a new Power Point presentation. The following is an example of how to format a slide in order to easily accommodate image credit information. This example can be modified if so desired.
Go to the layout button and select the Content with Caption layout.

[image: ]Select the Design tab, [image: ]then select the Background Styles tab. 
[image: ]


[image: ]Next select the Show the Format Background Dialog Box. This dialog box will allow you to change the background color. Select the solid fill and then right click in the color button. Select the color and click apply to all.


[image: ]Now your background color has changed. Close the dialog box.
Now, let us format the textboxes so that you can insert thumbnail views of your selected images on the left side adjacent to their respective credits.
Move your pointer to the top right place holder box and double left mouse click. Hit the delete key to delete this place holder box.

[image: ]Move your cursor to the edges of the text boxes until a small two sided arrow appears. You can now drag the edges of the text boxes and resize them. 









[image: ]We will now format the line between the two place holder boxes to create a clear separation.


We will insert a vertical line between the two place holder text boxes and change the color and thickness of the line.




[image: ]Select the insert button. Select the shapes button. 
[image: ]


Then select the line object.
[image: ]


Your cursor will turn into a + sign. Position this sign at the top of the line between the two text placeholder boxes, left click and hold down the mouse button. Drag the cursor down to the bottom of the two textboxes, drawing a line between them. 
[image: ]
Left mouse click on the line to select it and then right click and a format shape dialogue box should open. This will allow you to format the thickness of the line and change the color. 


[image: ]
[image: ]Select line color, select solid line.
 
A color option will appear with a paint bucket drop-down menu. This will allow you to change the color of the line into a contrasting color (ex. Gold). 

[image: ]You can select More Colors and select the gold from the color palette.

[image: ]Note: If the text box lines start to change instead of the dividing line, you may not have selected the line you added. Simply hit the 
Go Back button to undo the undesired line color. Then click on the inserted line again and right click again to format the correct line. Practice helps.


[image: ][image: ]Select Line Style to change the thickness of the line. Select Compound type and a drop down menu will appear.
Select the thick line. Next change the line Width by using the arrow up button. 



[image: ]As you change the line width, you will be able to preview the changes on your slide. Select Close when you have reached the desired width.

Now you can save this as a Credits template. Thumbnail images will be placed on the left side of the line. The credit attributions and other necessary information will be placed next to the image on the right side of the slide.

3. You will learn how to search Flickr and Google Images, using their advanced search features to retrieve images with Creative Commons Licenses.
[image: ]


The Creative Commons Web site has many search options for locating Creative Commons licensed images. This lesson will focus on acquiring images from Flickr and Google Images using their advanced search option.



Flickr

[image: ]Click on Search from the Flickr Home Page.
[image: ]

Select the Advanced Search button.


[image: ]Type in your search words and select the type of images. Scroll down the page and select the option box that only searches for Creative Commons licenses. Also, check both boxes below (check all three boxes).

All the images that fall into this category will appear on the screen. When you find an image that you want to use for your digital story, select it by clicking on the image. 

Here is a picture of a Dachshund I found with the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BY 3.0) license. This is the Creative Commons license with the least restriction http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/.

[image: ][image: ]Underneath the picture appears the title “Odie”. On the right side there is more information (the author, date taken, type of license, etc). Click on the license type to view. Make sure it is a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BT 3.0). For this image it is, so we will copy the information we need for the credits and save both a thumbnail version as well as a full size version of the picture.
This time we will use the Open Attribute plug-in to gather the attribution information. 
[image: ]If the page or image has attribution information gathered by the plug-in, you will see the following button next to your address bar. Select the button and a window will appear directly under the address bar.

[image: ] Select more information.


[image: ]Select the drop down menu next to Attribute This Work and select Plain Text. Then select Copy and open your Credits Power Point page. 








[image: ] Make extra copies of your credits page by right clicking on the thumbnail view of the page on the left hand side panel and selecting Duplicate Slide from the pop-down menu.

[image: ]Suggestion: Before adding the attribution information to my Power Point slide, I open a Word program. I copy and paste the information into the word program and reformat it by adding the disclaimer and license type first. I then add the author, date and the word ‘Photograph’ before pasting the attribution information into my document. There is more than one way to do the credits, but this assures that all the information needed is ready to be copied into my Credits slide(Creative Commons, n.d. 2). The Credits slide is always saved in the Credits folder.

[image: ]Additionally, a thumbnail of the image is needed for the Credits slide. Select the picture in Flickr by clicking on the picture. The picture window now has options on the top right side that allows you to View all sizes. 


[image: ]Select View all sizes. You will now get an option to download different sizes. Download a thumbnail image and save it to your image folder. Download a regular sized image and save it for your digital story in your image folder (ex. OdieThumbnail.jpeg and Odie.jpeg). All images should be saved to your image folder. 

Note: Images with a 4:3 aspect ratio work best in Photo Story 3. Images with a different ratio will show black borders but, Photo Story 3 has a crop black border option that will fix many of these issues. If not, you can use the Edit option to crop your picture the way you desire. You will need to specify that the image is “a derivative of” in the images attribution. Lesson 3 will use this picture to demonstrate the editing options.


Google

[image: ]Google: Advanced Image Search also gives participants an option to locate images with Creative Commons licenses









[image: ]First, raise the safe search level to strict. 










[image: ]
Select usage rights by opening the dropdown menu. Select free to use, share or modify, even commercially.
Google Advanced Image Search returns images from many sites including Flickr. Some of the images in this search will also be Public Domain images; others will have a Creative Commons license. 

Note: Sometimes when you select an image In Google Advanced Image Search, you end up at another site with a different image. If you scroll down, the image is usually somewhere on the page. Make sure you read the license information. Use either images with either a Public Domain License or Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BY 3.0) license. For example, I used the search words Brown Dog and found an image that I liked. Unfortunately it directed me to a Flickr page with a different image of two dogs. I scrolled down the page and found the dog image that I originally liked and selected it. Upon viewing the license information I noticed it did not have the license I wanted. [image: ]Move your cursor over the license information area and select the Request to license…. This license requires that I pay a fee. Therefore, I select the Go Back button and scroll back up the page to the large image of the two dogs. This picture looks nice. I [image: ]look down the side of the page and locate the license. I move my cursor over the license information and select.
[image: ]




[image: ]The license appears. This is a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BY 3.0) license. Therefore, I select the Go Back button. I open my Power Point document with my Credits. I copy the author’s name, date the picture was taken, title of the picture, and I copy and paste the Web site URL address. From my first picture Credit, I copy and paste the disclaimer, license information and the license URL address. I add an access date in front of the URL address. Note: If the author’s real name does not appear, role your cursor over the author’s screen name and select it. Look at the author’s profile to find the author’s real name. The author of this image only has a first name listed. Therefore, we will use the available name. Now repeat the steps to download the thumbnail image and paste this thumbnail into your credits. 


[image: ]Your Credits are now growing. Note that Odie’s attribution now has a Derivative specification added. Lesson 3 will further emphaisize why.
You may want to move them into alphabetical order later. You may want to format the credit information you copied using the Open Attribute plugin to match the credit you did manually.  Regardless, you are already complying with copyright law. 
Some of the images returned by the Advanced Google Search were in the Public Domain. Public Domain images have no copyright but, you still need to read the media guidelines associated with the image site. Many sites still require that you acknowledge the creators. Additionally, citing your sources is important and it sets a good example for your students. 
Making Images from Screen Shots
Note: If you make images from Internet screen shots, you must have written permission from the sites unless they specifically state otherwise or have a Creative Commons license. Many sites are copyright protected. Search the site for license information. Do not make images of logos or trademarks without written permission to use them. 
Screen shots (for ex. Power Point slides) can be pasted into image editing software. You can also create screen shots of digital drawings done using devices such as Interactive Whiteboards or using the draw tools in many software applications.  These images can then be cropped and edited. Remember to save them as jpeg images in your Image folder. This can be another valuable source of images for your digital story. 
Conclusion
Review the script and storyboard you created in lesson one. You are now ready to gather images to represent the drawings in your storyboard. You can draw them either on paper or digitally. The paper drawn images can be digitally scanned. Screen shots of Power Point slides can be edited using image editing software. Search online for Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported (CC BY 3.0) license or Public Domain images. Gather the information necessary for your Credits and create your Credit pages as you save your images. When in doubt about whether you can use an image because you can’t find the licensing information or because it is a screen shot of an Internet page, ask for written permission. When you are done gathering your images proceed to lesson three to construct your digital story. 
(Please Continue)
Thank you for completing Digital Storytelling Lesson 2.
Optional Feedback: If you would like to help improve this lesson, you are invited to provide feedback at the following link.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/G8Y2F9N
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