
[image: ]Learning Objective: At the end of this lesson you will be able to
· Create an organized designated folder for your digital story project.
· Define a digital story and produce a storyboard related to your content area. 
Definition of a digital story: According to Kajder, Bull & Albaugh, 2005, p. 40, “a digital story consists of a series of still images combined with a narrated soundtrack to tell a story”. 
Create an organized designated folder. When you are inserting photos or videos into the Microsoft Photo Story 3 application, you are directing the application to look for these images in a specific place on your computer. Make sure you make a specific folder for your new digital story project that will always be in the same place on your computer (ex. your desktop). Each digital story project should have its own project folder (Pratt, 2010).


[image: ]Create a new folder on your desktop by performing a right click anywhere on your desktop. Scroll your cursor to New and move your cursor into the adjacent selection box and select Folder.






[image: ]Rename this new folder by clicking inside the new folder icon. A selection panel will appear. Move your cursor down and select Rename. The name of the folder will now appear highlighted in blue in a text box. Type the new name and hit enter or click the mouse.

[image: ][image: ]








Now double click inside your new project folder to open it. Click inside this new folder window and follow the ‘create new folder’ procedures to create the following folders: 

1.) An image folder 
2.) A Credits folder 
3.) A project folder for your final video 
4.) A storyboard folder
5.) A script folder
6.) A video folder[image: ]






If you wish to use your own audio file then create an audio folder. Additionally, you may also want to have a resource folder to place miscellaneous resources that you come across while creating your digital story. To keep this lesson simple, we will use the create background music choice available in Microsoft Photo Story 3. Therefore, an audio folder will not be necessary this time unless you choose otherwise.

The Seven Steps

Kajder, Bull and Albaugh (2005) list seven steps in the construction of a digital story.

 (
Write a script
Plan a storyboard
Sequence images in video editor
Review and revise the script
Record the narrative
Transitions and special effects
Add music
)











Writing a Script: Think of a simple concept you would like to teach in your class. A concept that can be explained using a simple script and visual images presented in approximately three to five minutes. Think of the verbal explanation and write down your video narrative in the form of a rough script. 

Read and revise your script.

Plan a Storyboard: Now draw images for your script.  Add titles and written information on the lines under the slides and images were you would want them to appear. This script and storyboard will act as your blueprint when you go to create your digital story.
Sample blank storyboard – A blank sheet of paper can serve as a blank storyboard. You can also create your own or you can print the blank storyboard template located at the end of this lesson.




__________________________________
__________________________________

Review and Revise the Script: The last step you will complete in this lesson is to review and revise the script. Read through your script and practice the narration while looking at the images you have drawn. Make changes and edit your story. 
Conclusion
You have just finished the first three steps and are well on your way to creating a digital story. You have written a script, planned a storyboard, and reviewed and revised your script. Lesson two will teach you the simplest way to gather your images while complying with copyright law. Lesson three will teach you how to sequence those images, record your narrative, and add your transitions and special effects.

Thank you for completing Digital Storytelling Lesson 1.
Optional Feedback: If you would like to help improve this lesson, you are invited to provide feedback at the following link.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/35TLKYK
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