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Photo and bust of Otto Wichterle, discoverer of the material used 
in the first soft contact lens (images courtesy the Wichterle family), 
and the Czech Republic stamp issued in 2013 to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of Wichterle's birth (image courtesy the 
Contact Lens Museum).
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SPECIAL ISSUE: FOCUS ON SOFT CONTACT LENSES 

In 1959 Dr. Maximillian Dreifus of the 
Second Ophthalmological Clinic in Prague 
fit some of the first soft lenses in practice. 
(Image courtesy the Wichterle family) 
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