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In the previous issue of Hindsight and 
in this one, we present articles on the 
history of soft contact lenses to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of their introduction 
into the market in the United States. Just 
how revolutionary soft contact lenses 
were can be illustrated by the fact that 
no one seemed sure what to call them. 
Noted contact lens expert Robert Mandell 
wrote in 1974 that “there has been 
considerable confusion with regard to 
the terminology which should be used 
for gel contact lenses. They have been 
referred to by various names including: 
soft lenses, flexible lenses, hydrophilic 
lenses, hydroscopic lenses as well as many 
other generic and trade names.”1 The 
new soft contact lenses were a disruptive 
technology, to use today’s parlance.

The comfort, easier adaptation, and 
various applications of soft contact lenses 
rapidly made them extremely popular, 
and they greatly impacted the practice 
of optometry. We thank the authors of 

the six articles in these two issues for 
sharing their expertise on the history of 
soft contact lenses. A special thanks goes 
to Dr. Raymond Myers, member of the 
Optometric Historical Society Committee, 
for drawing up a list of potential topics, 
recruiting an outstanding group of 
authors, and then authoring two papers 
as well, thus making this interesting and 
informative collection of papers possible.
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