OPTOMETRY'S MEETING
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

The American Optometric Association
has been doing its part to "crush the
curve" of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
entire AOA and Optometry Cares staff ‘
shifted to telework on March 18, 2020
to comply with the "social distancing"
guidelines recommended by the Center for
Disease Control. On April 9, the AOA made
the decision to cancel the in-person OPtO metry's
Optometry’s Meeting® 2020 scheduled meeting*
for June 24-28 in National Harbor, R
Maryland/Washington, D.C. The OHS events,
including the Blast from the Past and the Annual Business Meeting,
will be held virtually—stay tuned for more details on how to
access them! For more information related to OM, the AOA has
posted FAQs on the meeting website optometrysmeeting.org, and
will continue to communicate with members electronically and
provide resources through the member portal. The Optometry
Cares staff is also available by email or telephone, so please be sure
to reach out with any questions or concerns at khebert@aoa.org.

DR. ROBERT A. KOETTING
INDUCTED INTO NOHF 2020

The OHS nomination of Robert A.
Koetting, O.D. to the National Optometry
Hall of Fame (NOHF) has been successful!
Dr. Koetting will be inducted to the NOHF
in 2020 alongside Dr. Satya B. Verma—
another long-time OHS member—and Dr.
Tony Q. Chan. All of this year's inductees
as well as 2019 inductee Dr. Michael
Mittelman were to be honored during a
special ceremony at Optometry's Meeting
2020. However, due to the cancellation,
the Optometry Cares team will be looking
suitable alternatives. We will keep you posted! In the meantime,
look for Dr. Mittelman's article on the history of the U.S. Navy's
Aerospace Optometry program in the upcoming July (Vol 51, No
3) issue of Hindsight.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD:
NEW CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

The OHS has enlisted an old friend in a new role. Dr. John
Amos will be joining the editorial team of Hindsight in 2020 as
a contributing editor. Dr. Amos will be taking the torch from
Dr. Irving Bennett who has served as a contributing editor of
the journal since 2010 when he replaced Dr. Doug Penisten.
Dr. Amos has been a frequent contributor to Hindsight and is
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a past-president of the Optometric
Historical Society (2013-2015). We would
like to thank Dr. Irving Bennett for his
numerous and invaluable contributions
to Hindsight over the last decade and
hope that he continues to enjoy reading
the publication as well as contributing
when the mood strikes him. Interested in
joining the editorial team? Let our editor,
Dr. David A. Goss, know at dgoss@indiana.
edu.

OHS COMMITTEE 2020

All members of the 2019 OHS Committee have agreed to serve
another year, except for Dr. Pete Kehoe who has stepped away
from his role as board liaison for heritage services programs and
stepped up into a new position as president of the Optometry
Cares Board of Directors. In his stead, we would like to welcome
our new Liaison for Heritage Services, Dr. James Deom, O.D., M.PH.
of Hazleton, PA. Dr. Deom practices at Hazleton and Stroudsburg
Eye Specialists. He is the founder and medical director of the
Scleral Lens Institute, president of his local optometric society, and
an active member of the Pennsylvania Optometric Association.
He has been a member of the Optometry Cares Board of Directors
since 2016.

The new OHS Committee held their first meeting by conference
call on March 19, 2020. In attendance were the chair (Lilien
Vogl, 0.D.), the editor of Hindsight (David Goss, O.D,, Ph.D.), and
five members-at-large representing academia and organized
optometry: Linda Casser, O.D. (Salus University), Heather Edmonds,
M.LILS. (New England College of Optometry), W. Howard McAlister,
0.D., M.PH. (UMSL/AFOS), Raymond I. Myers, O.D. (UMSL), and Jim
Sandefur, O.D. (Optometry Association of Louisiana).
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