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NEWS

OHS AT OPTOMETRY’S 
MEETING® 2019

Save the dates for OHS events at Optometry’s Meeting 
June 19-23, 2019 in St. Louis:

OHS Annivesary Celebration, June 19, 2019, 5:00pm. 
Join your colleagues in the cafe at the AOA headquarters 
during the Block Party for cake and commemoration of the 
OHS’ 50th Anniversary. Also make sure to check out the 
Archives & Museum of Optometry’s exhibit in the first floor 
atrium! Note: you will need to be registered for Optometry’s 
Meeting to attend the Block Party.

Blast from the Past, June 21, 2019, 11:00am-12:00pm. 
The OHS educational event will be part of the AOA’s 
continuing education offerings for the second year in a row! 
Join us at the America’s Center at 701 Convention Plaza 
in downtown St. Louis for Dr. Ed Bennett’s (UMSL) course 
Contact Lenses: From the Past to the Future (Course 3065, 
59040-GO). Not registered for Optometry’s Meeting but still want 
to attend the Blast? That’s okay—OHS members get a free pass 
to this event! Just let us know you need to be added to the list by 
sending an email to amo@aoa.org.

OHS Annual Business Meeting, June 21, 2019, 1:00-
2:30pm. The OHS Committee welcomes anyone interested 
in optometry history to attend their annual meeting. The 
meeting will be held in Room 101 at the America’s Center.

ARKANSAS STATE MUSEUM 
OPTOMETRY EXHIBIT

In January, faculty from the Arkansas 
State University contacted The 
Archives & Museum of Optometry 
for assistance with a student-curated 
exhibit at the Arkansas State Museum. 
The ASM is constructing a new 
permanent exhibit in their “Old Town 
Arkansas” gallery featuring an early 

19th-century optometrist’s office. We provided several high-
resolution images and illustrations from our photograph 
collection for the project, and the Arkansas Optometric 
Association stepped up to offer technical assistance. 
As always we welcome this opportunity to raise public 
awareness of optometry through educational programming. 
The new exhibit will be up and running in May, and be open 
to the more than 70,000 annual visitors to the ASM.

NATIONAL OPTOMETRY HALL 
OF FAME 2019

Dr. Murray Fingeret, Dr. Donald 
Jarnigan, Dr. Michael Mittelman, 
and Dr. Glen “Bubba” Steele will 
be inducted into the National 
Optometry Hall of Fame at 
Optometry’s Meeting on 
Thursday, June 20, 2019 from 

7:00pm-8:00pm in the Landmark Ballroom at the 
Marriott St. Louis Grand hotel. OHS Committee Chair Lilien 
Vogl had the chance to complete an oral history interview 
with Dr. Jarnagin (1945-2019) on February 22, 2019 before he 
passed away on March 2. To hear Dr. Jarnagin’s last interview, 
visit the Optometry Cares StoryCorps.me page at bit.ly/
JarnaginFeb22.

THROUGH LIFE’S WINDOWS
The Archives & Museum of 

Optometry is in possession of 
one of the earliest educational 
film shorts ever produced on the 
anatomy and physiology of the 
eye. “Through Life’s Windows” was 
originally produced in 1919 by 
the Worcester Film Company for 
American Optical’s Wellsworth 
Labs. The film was considered one 
of the best of its kind and became 

one of the New York public school system’s most valuable 
resources. One of the more significant features of the film is 
an appearance by New York optometrist and professor, Dr. 
Frederic Woll, whose post-graduate course on dissection 
of the eye was a big hit at the AOA Annual Congresses of 
1913 and 1914. In 1926, Wellsworth reissued the film, and 
in 1929 the AOA screened it as part of the entertainment at 
the annual meeting in Philadelphia. The motion picture was 
donated to the AMO in 1992 and was reformatted to VHS, 
but now needs restoration and digital reformatting to ensure 
access to future generations. We have reached out to the 
Optical Heritage Museum and Indiana University Archives for 
help with this project, so stay tuned for more details!
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