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Gail Haley is an internationally known author and

illustrator of children's books. She has the unique distinction
of being the only person to have won both the Caldecott
medal in the United States ("A Story, A Story") and
England's Kate Greenaway award ("The Post Office Cat").

A native of North Carolina, she teaches courses in
puppetry, writing and illustrating for children, and related
areas at Appalachian State University in the picturesque
Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina.

Published in Australia, Korea, Japan, the United States
and England, her books are familiar to children around the
world. Weston Woods Studios in Connecticutt have turned
many of her books into sound filmstrips and motion
pictures. As well as presenting books like "The Green Man"
and "Jack Jouett's Ride," in audiovisual formats, Weston
Woods have also developed programs in which Ms. Haley
explains the various techniques she employes in illustrating
her own stories.
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The culture of childhood refers to the entire process by
which children are socialized into adult society through both
formal education and the informal education that they get
through the games they play, the toys they are given, the
books they read and the mass media that they are exposed
to. Ms. Haley has been interested in this process for more
than twenty years and has established a research collection
that will enable people interested in children, their history,
sociology and education, to further understand the impact
of popular culture upon the young.
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The Gail Haley Collection of the Culture of Childhood
contains games, toys, books, dolls, puppets, and a variety of
artifacts from different countries and cultures. While the
majority of the materials are from the nineteenth century
and earlier, the collection also houses examples of con-
temporary children's culture. Lucas films, the makers of the
hugely successful "Star Wars" series contributed a large
amount of merchandise based on those characters and
stories.

When the collection was appraised by an independent
museum director in 1983,the contents were valued in excess
of $350,000 and they are continually being added to. In
addition to the books, toys, and other artifacts, the collection
also contains much of the original art work for Ms. Haley's
numerous children's books. This includes lino cuts, wood
blocks, initial sketches and finished art for books which
include the Caldecott and Greenaway winners. Ms. Haley's
art is also contained in the Kerlan Collection at the
University of Minnesota and the de Grummond Collection
at the University of Southern Mississippi.
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THE COLLECTION INCLUDES:

* French, German, Swedish and English game sheets from
the nineteenth century. Some of these have been
reproduced and are available at the Bethnal Green
Children's Museum in London.

* French and American boxed and board games including
early examples from Parker Brothers and McLoughlin.

* Tin and mechanical wind up toys with particular emphasis
upon those manufactured by the Lehmann company in
Germany.

* European and American card games.
* An extensive collection of paper dolls and toys. (European

and American)
* Large number of educational toys including blocks, cards

and construction materials from nineteenth and twentieth
century.

* French and English jig saw puzzles.
* Chapbooks.
* "Star Wars" merchandise.
* Pop up books and moving picture books including early

examples by Lothar Meggendorfer.
* Dolls, puppets and marionettes from France, Sicily, the

United States, Africa, England and Czechoslovakia.
* Appalachian mountain toys including pieces by Willard

Watson.
* Magic lanterns and other early mechanical devices and

slides for projection.
* A large number of children's books from Europe and the

United States.
* An extensive library and reference collection dealing with

children and the culture of childhood, including rare and
historical foreign language books.

(This is only a partial list of the holdings of the collection.)
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The collection isavailable by appointment to researchers,
librarians, school media specialists, adult students and
community organizations. Teachers and other individuals
involved in education, who wish to bring groups of children
to t'he collection can do so on a limited basis, by appoint-
ment. Such groups are asked to participate in an orientation
program in which Ms. Haley or staff will explain the
contents of the collection and the goals and objectives
established for it. Guides, scouts, church groups and other
youth organizations are welcome to participate in such
programs.

If you are interested in utilizing the collection or working
with Ms. Haley, you should write to The Gail Haley
Collection of the Culture of Childhood, Edwin Duncan
Hall, Appalachian State University, Boone, North Carolina
28608. (704) 262-2243.

For the benefit of part-time and commuting students,
Ms. Haley regularly schedules classes in Writing and
Illustrating for Children and would be pleased to respond to
requests for information regarding such classes.
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