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Minutes of the 1984 Meeting
After a relatively easy "crossing" from their lodgings at

the Hanalei Hotel on the "mainland," twenty-one current
and prospective members of the Children's Folklore Section
ofthe American Folklore Society gathered on the "island"
of Maui for a business meeting and breakfast, Friday,
October 12, 1984. Section president Simon Bronner called
the meeting to order at 7:24 am. He welcomed all those who
were able to attend the early meeting and gave special thanks
to Lin and Ted Humphrey for the arrangements that they
had made, not only for a place to meet, but also for the
delicious continental breakfast that was offered at a cost of
$4 per person.

Beginning with the officers' reports, Simon outlined his
involvement during the past year, particularly with the
planning for the 1988centennial observance of the founding
ofthe American Folklore Society. At present the Children's
Folklore Section has joined with the History of Folklore
Studies and Folk Art Sections and will attempt to recreate
the original exhibit that was prepared by Stewart Culin for
the 1889 Annual Meeting of the Society in Philadelphia and
was later displayed at the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago. The catalogue for the exhibit has
been found, and many of the gaming and religious objects
from the exhibit have been located and are presently housed
at the Brooklyn Museum. A planning grant is needed to
bring together the efforts of these three sections and,
perhaps, others. Further plans might include publishing a
catalogue of the exhibit along with additional information
on the folklore of children.

Vice president Tom Johnson announced that this year's
winner of the W. W. Newell Prize was Robert Horan,
University of Pennsylvania, for his paper entitled "Giving
and Giving It Up: The Social and Emotional Economics of
Male Adolescents at Boys' Home." After sending notices to
all members and departments. with programs in folklore
and placing announcements in pertinent publications, only
two papers were submitted by professors, and none were
submitted by students on their own. Tom said that we
needed to discuss the prize further at some point during the
meeting.

With reference to the handbook on the folklore of
children, which is a project of the section and to which
various members of the section have contributed, nineteen
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of the proposed sections are in. The manuscript is presently
being read at the Smithsonian Institution Press; and the
editors, Jay Mechling, Brian Sutton-Smith, and Tom, are
awaiting its evaluation. In the meantime Brian has been
using the manuscript as a text in one of his classes. When
asked about revisions, Tom suggested that authors should
make notes on necessary changes and corrections, but
revisions could best be made when the manuscript had been
accepted by a publisher and we had a better sense of what the
prospective publisher had in mind. The subject of price was
raised, and while no one has any idea what the book might
cost, there was consensus in the desire to attempt to keep the
cost of the book at a price that would be reasonable for
classroom use. Jay and Brian will be responsible for making
final publication arrangements for the handbook while Tom
is on sabbatical during the 1985-86academic year.

Secretary-treasurer Danielle Roemer, who was unable to
attend this year's meeting, sent the following report. There is
a balance on hand of$852,05 in the section's "treasury. "The
largest expenditures for the past year were the $100 W. W.
Newell Prize and $254 to reimburse Chip Sullivan for
expenses that he incurred in the publication and mailing of
the Children s Folklore Newsletter. The section also learned
that interest on our funds, that are held for us by the
Executive Secretary of the AFS, amounted to $97.07 for the
past year. The section currently has 66 subscribers, of which
47 are domestic and 19are foreign, representing 11different
countries,

Dick Meyer, the section's historian/ archivist, stated
that, while he had nothing special to report, the archives had
been established in his office in the Department of
Humanities, Western Oregon State College (Monmouth,
0 R 97361), He will be placing an announcement in the next
Newsletter to request materials and papers, He would also
like to be able to make copies of any materials that pertain to
the folklore of children that presently reside in other
archives,

Chip Sullivan, editor of the Children s Folklore News-
letter, then presented his report for the past year. He once
again received a $500 grant from his institution, East
Carolina University, toward the cost of publishing the
Newsletter. Expenditures for the year exceeded this amount,
and section funds, which are collected as a subscription fee
to the Newsletter, were requested to cover the deficit. The
cost of the Newsletter for the coming year will probably be
$800, The Newsletter participates in a gift exchange with
about 20 institutions, organizations, and individuals. Chip
indicated that he would like to seean increase in the number
of subscribers. It was suggested that the president write a
letter to officials at East Carolina University, thanking them
for their continued support.

The first item of business under old business was the
biennial nomination and election of the vice president and
secretary-treasurer of the section, Vice president Tom
Johnson stated that he would not be seeking reelection
because he would be out of the country during his sabbatical.
Simon thanked Tom for his service to the section for the past
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four years and opened the floor to nominations. Sue
Samuelson was nominated and elected by acclamation.
Secretary treasurer Danielle Roemer had indicated that she
would be willing to continue in her position; she was
reelected, also by acclamation. Realizing that Danielle now
teaches at Northern Kentucky University, near Cincinnati,
the site of the 1985 Annual Meeting, she was, in addition to
the stated duties of her office, unanimously "volunteered" to
host the section's next breakfast meeting.

.Simon then opened discussions on the W. W. Newell
Prize. The section voted wholeheartedly to continue the
competition for the prize with the following suggestions.
First it would be best to change the submission date to
August 1 to allow for the inclusion of second semester
papers and to review papers that are submitted directly to
the AFS paper call committee. The AFS paper call commit-
tee should be requested to reserve a space in the AFS Annual
Meeting program for the prize winning essay to be given
with other papers in the CFS session. The program should
state that is is the W. W. Newell prize essay. It was also
suggested that a flyer be placed in the AFS Annual Meeting
participants' folders that described the award, stated
submission requirements and deadlines, and perhaps listed
the names of previous recipients and their paper titles. Linda
Morley proposed that a brochure be prepared for the
centennial, containing information about W. W. Newell, the
prize, and the recipients to that date. It was further
suggested that the prize be advertized in some way and that
news releases be prepared announcing the winner each year.
Finally, in an effort to insure that the recipient be present to
deliver his! her paper and to receive the award in person,
Priscilla Ord asked if the president could notify the student's
institution and attempt to arrange for some institutional
funds to cover the student's expenses.

With respect to establishing our archives, Dick Meyer
would like to make copies of the holdings of existing
archives. To do this he requested that members send him the
names of institutions, organizations, libraries, or individuals
who might have materials or field collections that would be
of interest to us. If they would not permit duplication of

their material, at least Dick would have lists of locations
where members and others could find these materials.

Chip Sullivan raised the issue of the need for a subscrip-
tion! membership drive. Ruth Stotter suggested that we
exchange ads with ALA, TAASP, Top of the News, etc. We
were encouraged by Chip to take copies of the Newsletter to
meetings and conferences, particularly state and regional
folklore gatherings to show to colleagues and to encourage
them to join us. The Newsletter might include a conference
"billboard." Another proposal was for Chip to produce a
flyer to send out with the "paper call" fOr the W. W. Newell
Prize. Chip also asked what, if anything, he should charge
for back issues of the Newsletter when they are requested.
The price was set at $1 per issue.

Simon asked to hear a discussion of financial con-
siderations concerning the handbook. Jay Mechling said
that he felt that the profits should be assigned to the section;
individual authors should receive copies of the book in lieu
of royalities or an honorarium.

With respect to our part in the AFS centennial, ... . Marta
Weigle has been appointed coordinator of all activities for
the American Folklore Society. To the question, "What can
the Children's Folklore Section do?" several suggestions
were put forth. We might commission a centennial poster.
Linda Morley offered to discuss this possibility with the
artist who produced the 1983 Book Week poster for The
Children's Book Council. We might also have CFS t-shirts
"printed." Simon reminded us that is is not too early to think
about this celebration if our contribution is to be a
significant one.

The meeting was adjourned in time to permit members
Joe Edgette, Dick Meyer, and our host Ted Humphrey to
appear on the 8:30 am panel on Material Culture in the
Graveyard back across the "sea"in the Bay (Room). A brief
but deathly silence followed their departure, and then those
who remained behind resumed discussions on various topics
related to the folklore of children and helped themselves to
seconds of orange juice, coffee or tea, and fresh pastries.

Respectfully submitted,
Priscilla A. Ord
Secretary pro tempore
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