GAL/IER Mialect Recortings Sumwey

Within the language research community, a resource
exists which cannot be utilized to its full potential. This
resource is the extensive set of recordings of speech which
have been made by investigators doing research for which
spoken language serves as a data base. The resource cannot
be tapped to any significant degree by anyone other than the
holder of the tapes. Considerable duplication of data
collection effort results, and opportunities for comparative
studies are missed.

The Center for Applied Linguistics, under a grant from
the National Endowment for the Humanities, has under-
takena project to improve this situation in two ways. First,a
comprehensive survey of tape—recorded speech samples of
American English that currently exist will be conducted.
The information gathered in this survey will be compiled
into a reference guide listing collections of tape recordings
and their relevant characteristics. In addition, a brief set of
guidelines for the preservation of audiotapes will be prepared
as a service to holders of private collections, to help ensure
that these recordings will be maintained in good condition.
Second, a representative collection of speech sample
recordings will be established. This collection will not only
create a centralized source of American dialect samples; it
will also provide for the preservation of the valuable
resource that might otherwise be lost. The Library of
Congress has indicated a strong interest in acquiring such a

collection. Thus, the tapes will be carefully preserved and
public access will be facilitated.

The first phase, the survey, is underway now. It is being
conducted by mail, using a questionnaire developed for this
purpose. All contributors to the survey will receive a
complimentary copy of the reference guide that will be
produced. If you have a collection of speech recordings,
please write to the address below and a questionnaire will be
sent to you.

This project is designed to increase the access of scholars
to the vast resource represented by dialect recordings held in
private collections. By drawing attention to their existence,
it will also serve to increase awareness of the desirability of
preserving language recordings as part of our cultural
heritage. The success of the project, though, depends on the
cooperation of the members of the research community who
hold such tapes. We hope that you will be able to assist us by
responding to the questionnaire and encouraging others to
do so as well. The results should benefit all of us.

For more information, or to obtain copies of the
questionnaire, please contact:

Donna Christian. Project Director
CAL/NEH Dialect Recordings Survey
Center for Applied Linguistics

3520 Prospect Street N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20007

(202) 298-9292
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SILLY STORIES

There was a family of four living in a house. They heard a noise in
the closet which they couldn’t figure out. The mother went into the
big closet, and heard “1 got you were I want you, now I’m going to
eat you!” So, she ran out of the house.

Then, the father went in and heard the same words. So, he alsoran
from the house.

The the oldest child went into the closet and also heard the same
words. He turned on the light and saw his little brother sitting in the
corner with a bugger.

boy, grade 11
source: friends

Man with a 100 steps

There are only two rooms in this house and a hundred steps.

The man has a wife and a child. It is night now, and they are going
to bed. So he hangs up his robe, jumps over his child, jumps over
his wife, and goes to bed.

The doorbell rings. So he jumps over his wife, jumps over his child,
grabs his robe, runs down the steps, and answers the door.

The newspaper boy stands there. His mother has kicked him out,
and he asks the man if he could stay at the house. The man says yes,

hangs up his robe, jumps over the newspaper boy, jumps over his
child, jumps over his wife, and goes to bed.

The doorbell rings again!

So the man jumps over his wife, jumps over his child, jumps over
the newspaper boy, grabs his robe, runs down the steps, and
answers the door.

The milkman stands there and asks if he can stay over because his
wife locked him out.

The man says yes, hangs up his robe, jumps over the milkman,
jumps over the newspaper boy, jumps over his child, jumps over his
wife, and goes to bed. :

The doorbell rings again!

So he jumps over his wife, jumps over his child, jumps over the
newspaper boy, jumps over the milkman, grabs his robe, and
answers the door.

There stands a news reporter and wants to know if he can write a
story about him and stay with them while he is doing the story.
So the man says yes. He hangs up his robe, jumps over the reporter,
jumps over the milkman, jumps over the newspaper boy, jumps
over his child, jumps over his wife, and goes to bed.

The next morning, his wife asks him whether he wants eggs or
Wheaties for breakfast. He wants Wheaties. She then asks the




other people whether they want eggs or Wheaties. They all want
Wheaties.
The moral of the story: everyone likes Wheaties!

boy, grade 9
source: not given

GAMES

Kick the Can

One person is “it”™; the other people hide; when the “it” finds one, he
runds back to a canand calls that person’s name. He does this until
everyone is found.

Someone may kick the can as long as he is free and free the people
that had been caught.

boy, grade 9; source: not given

Sculptor

One person is a hunk of clay, and one strikes an odd pose.

Then the blindfolded “sculptor” has to feel the pose the modelis in
and put the uncooperating “hunk of clay” into the same pose.
Good for male-female parties!

girl, grade 9; source: not given

Medusa

Go in the bathroom, shut the door! Shut the light outand don’t let
any light show! Flush the toilet once, turn the water on and off
three times! Turn around four times! Look into the mirror and say
“Bloody Mary” over and over! You should see Medusa with her
snake hair in the mirror.
If you say “I hate you, Bloody Mary” over and over again, you
should see Medusa trying to stab you with a knife.

girl, grade 9

source: teacher at U.S. Army school

Catch a live black cat and boil it until all the meat comes off the
bones. Stick the bones between all your teeth. If you look into a
mirror, you should look invisible to yourself.

girl, grade 9; source: not given
Cooties

Play a tag game; try not to let the girl(s) touch you or you catch the
cooties. If your fingers are crossed, you can’t get them.

boy, grade 11; source: not given

Pedittle

Agirland a boy are on a date; a car goes by with one head-light out.
If the girl sees the pedittle first, she gets to hit her date; if the boy
sees it first, he must kiss the girl. Both must yell “pedittle”
beforehand.

girl, grade 9; source: peers
Foretelling Practices

If you hang one of your shirts to dry in the kitchen at midnight on
Christmas Eve, you’ll see the girl you’ll marry.

If you throw your longest apple peel over your shoulder, it will spell
the initial of your love.

TAUNTS

Make like a tree and leave.

girl, grade 9
source: swim team

Why don’t you make like an egg and beat it.

girl, grade 9
source: not given

You’re so low that if someone said “your fly is down”, you would
have to look up and say “where, where?”.

boy, grade 9
source: not given

You are so low that you can jump rope under an ant.
source: TV

You are really funny, but your looks aren’t everything.
source: friend

Meany, meany, Mussollini.

Step on a crack and break your mother’s back.

girl, grade 12
source: forgotten

Why don’t you make like a banana and split?
Liar, liar, pants on fire.

Junior Napoleon (to someone short)

girl, grade 9

source: fOI'gO“E[l
Jerry’s kid (anyone who is clumsy or walks funny)

boy, grade 11
source: COMMOEN aMONgE peers

(This Collection of Childlore to be continued in the next issue of the Children’s Folklore Newsletter)
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