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ANNOUNGEMENITS

B Anyone wishing to subscribe to the Children’s Folklore
Newsletter should send a check for $5.00 to:

Danielle Roemer
English Department
Purdue University

West Lafayette, IN 47907

B New members wishing back issues of the newsletter can
still purchase them. Volume I, Number I, edited by Tom
Burns, is available only in xerox copies; there is a small
stock of all other numbers.

B The 1984 WHIM Conference, Contemporary Humor
and Contemporary Issues, will be held from March 28 to
March 31 at Arizona State University. Among the topics:
Children’s and Adolescent Humor, Feminist Humor,
and Ethnic Humor. Invited speakers include: S. 1.
Hayakawa, Alvin Schwartz, and M. E. Kerr. For com-
plete information, write:

Don L. F. Nilsen, Chair
1984 WHIM Conference on Contemporary Humor
English Department

Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona 85287

B The Popular Culture Association will hold its annual
meeting, in conjunction with the American Culture

Association, in Toronto, Canada, March 29-April 1,
1984,

The Children’s Culture Caucus of PCA will organize a
series of sessions at that event. For information write:

Lucy Waddey, Chair
Children’s Caucus, PCA
English Department
Clemson University
Clemson, SC 29631

B The American Folklife Center will host the “Washington
Conference on Folklife and Automated Archives: Inter-
disciplinary Approaches” from April 26 to 28, 1984.
More than twenty specialists in manual and automated
archival procedures have been invited to gather at the
Library of Congress to address the problems and promises
of standardizing and folkloristics. Inquires may be sent
to:

Richard S. Thill or to: Joseph Hickerson, Head
Conference Director, WCFAA Archive of Folk Culture

University of Nebraska at Omaha American Folklife Center
Omaham NE 68182 Washington, DC 20540

FOLLOW 1P

The Fall 1983 volume of the Children’s Folklore
Newsletter carried a course outline, “Folksongs in the
Elementary School,” submitted by Dr. Hope C. Bliss.

Dr. Bliss’s system of classifying folksongs was published
in the Fall 1983 issue of Keystone Folklore. All songs are
analyzed according to textual content, ethnic origin,
geographic origin, length, and many musical elements. The
purpose of classification is similar to that of Margaret
MacDonald’s in compiling the Storyteller’s Sourcebook—
to make accessible to music and classroom teachers especially
folksongs suited to children, so that they can be integrated
into the children’s activities in school. By having experience
with these songs from our heritage and our own con-
temporary playgrounds at an early age, children will
hopefully make folksongs a more natural part of their
adulthood.

The article covers the classification system only. How-
ever, Dr. Bliss has hundreds of songs analyzed and ready to
be indexed. Computerization would simplify this task. If
any of the CFN leaders are interested in collaborating on
this task, Dr. Bliss would appreciate hearing from them. The
system was presented at the National Conference of the
Organization of American Kodaly Education and was well
received. Dr. Bliss believes that it is only a matter of time
before folksongs are within reach of many more educators
and librarians. Such a classification system will help link
folksong researchers with teachers and, ultimately, more
children.

For more information write: Dr. Hope C. Bliss
Room C27
Graduate School of Education C1
University of Pennsylvania
3700 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104

Children’s Folklore Prize

The Children’s Folklore Section of the American Folklore
Society have established a prize of $100.00 for the best
student paper on a topic in children’s folklore to be
presented at the 1982 Annual Meeting of the American
Folklore Society to be held in Minneapolis. Completed
papers and abstracts should be submitted by March 30,

1984, to: Tom Johnson
Department of Anthropology
California State University
Chico, California 95929




