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The Storyteller's Sourcebook: A Subject, Title, and Motif
Index to Folklore Collections for Children. Margaret
MacDonald. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1982. xviii + 818
pages, $60.00, hardback. ISBN 0-8103-0471-6.

In recent years, more and more public and elementary.
school librarians have been telling stories to the children
they serve. Very few of these librarians have learned
folktales in traditional ways; and they tend to tell, or retell,
stories that they have learned from a variety of printed
sources, children's books to folktale collections. These
storytellers do, often, become interested in traditional
stories and in comparing variations to find the ones they like
the best. It is primarily for these storytellers and for those
wishing to increase their repertoires that Margaret Mac-
Donald has put together this remarkable resource. But there
are other users, especially the folklorists interested in the
connections betwen children's literature and traditional
narratives, who will find The Storyteller's Sourcebook an
excellent volume.

This book is designed to help the user locate tales on a
specific subject, a specific tale title in a collection, tales from
an ethnic or geographic area, and/ or a variant or variants of
a specific tale. There are 556 folktale collections and 389
picture books indexed in a Motif Index, a Tale Title Index, a
Subject Index, and an Ethnic and Geographic Index. Some
of the collections are only partially indexed (as a part of their

material lies outside the scope of this study), and an
additional 72 collections are indexed only in the Ethnic and
Geographic Index.

Some more well-known kinds of folk narratives are not
indexed. Epic, romance, tall tale, historical, and super-
natural materials are usually omitted; and tales invented by
an author, what MacDonald calls "modern fairy tales," are
not included either. These materials are, of course, more
readily accessible and less in need of a reference volume such
as this. The Storyteller's Sourcebook does include those
folktale titles which appeared in the Children's Catalog,
1961-1981, as well as a number of other titles, including
some pre-1961 books which are continuing favorites of
teachers and librarians.

Even the person unfamiliar with the terminology of
folklore research-motif, tale type, and the like-can use
this book. MacDonald has provided an easy-to-follow
"How To Use This Book" guide which explains each of the
major entry forms and demonstrates the various ways in
which the information can be found.

In the acknowledgements, MacDonald thanks her "long-
suffering family, which has survived amid piles of index
cards for over ten years!" Many scholars have labored
longer and produced less. The Storyteller's Sourcebook is
both a large and impressive volume.
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