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In each issue we hope to publish a list of items offolk speech used by children in the course of their informal speech. Words
should be defined according to their definition in use. Also, where possible, part of speech, age of users, location in which the
words were heard and collected, and other background injormation available should be noted. Contributors should use the
glossary form in the journal, American Speech. Hopefully, if this section of the newsletter proves to be a success, after several
years we can consider a full compilation of all terms collected in a published glossary. Contributors should attempt not to
contribute words orphrases used by both children and adults with smiliar meanings, although this distinction is never a clear one.

Pre-Adolescent Male Slang III
Gary Alan Fine

University of Minnesota

The following examples of folk speech are derived from
participant observation research in five American commun-
ities during the period 1975-1977: (I) Beanville, an upper-
middle class professional suburb of Boston, Massachusetts;
(2) Hopewell, an exurban township outside the Providence,
Rhode Island, metropolitan area, consisting of a string of
small towns, beach-front land, farms and a campus of the
state university; (3) Bolton Park, an upper-middle class
professional suburb of St. Paul, Minnesota, similar to
Beanville except for geogra phical areas; (4) Sanford Heights,
a middle-to-Iower-middle class suburb of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, consisting of a large number of modern mass-
produced hones, and (5) Maple Bluff, studied by Harold
Pontiff, an urban, upper-middle class, professional area of

I. Earlobe
2. Eat a fart

3. Eat out

4. Eat my goober

5. Egg

6. Ends

7. F-word

8. Face

9. Fag fight

10. Faggot

II. Fairy

12. Far out

13. Farm out

14. . Fat hunk

n Boy with large ears (BP)

Leaye; go away (usually said hostilely)
(BP)

Indicates disgust with or dislike of
another, as in "eat me out;" hom-
sexual imagery (SH)

Indicates disgust with or dislike of
another; homosexual imagery (SH)

vt Throw eggs at an object as a prank
(usually a house or car) (H E, BP, SH)

n Last of a quantity. When boys are
drinking a cola a boy may say "Give
me ends"to indicate he wants the last
drink (MB)

n "Fuck"(i.e., "fuck"is the "f-word");
not used in place of"fuck" in natural
interaction (SH)

n Act which gets another boy in trouble
(e.g., "that was a face on you") (BP)

Play fight with participants using limp
wrists; homosexual imagery (BY)
n Disliked boy; homosexual imagery
(also "fag") (BY, HW, MB, BP, SH)

n Effeminate or disliked boy; homo-
sexual imagery (HW, BP, SH)

adj. Excellent, good, "groovy" (MB,
BP, SH)

adj. Excellent, good, "groovy" (see
"far out") (MB)

n Overweight person (often said with
dislike) (BY)

St. Paul, Minnesota. Boys were between the ages of ten and
twelve.

Terms included in the glossary were all part of the active
vocabulary of male pre-adolescents during the years stu-
died. However, it is probably true that several of these terms
are also used by females and those of other ages. The most
obvious examples of adult folk speech have been eliminated
from this list.

Terms included herein are defined through their usage in
context. Abbreviations employed in this report include: BY
- Beanville (research conducted 1975-1976); HW - Hopewell
(research conducted 1976); BP - Bolton Park (research con-
ducted 1977);MB- MapleBluff(researchconducted 1977).

.
15. Fathead
16. Feather

17. Fed
18. Fem

19. Fettin slit

20. Fig newton

21. Finger bang

22. Finger wink

23. Firecracker
ditch

24. First base

25. Flat tire

26. Flood skid

27. Four eyes

,.,

n Stupid person (SH)

n Effeminate or disliked boy; homo-
sexual imagery (BY)
n Policeman (SH)

n Effeminate or disliked boy; homo-
sexual imagery (BP, SH)

n Disliked girl (presumably derived
from "fucking slut") (SH)
n Effeminate or disliked boy; homo-
sexual imagery ("fag") (HW)

vt, vi Sexually stimulate girl or wo-
man manually (e.g., fingerfuck) (SH)

vt, vi Sexually stimulate a girl or wo-
man manually (e.g., fingerfuck) (Yar-
iant term: finger wing) (SH)

Prank involving throwing a firecracker
and running away (see Ding Dong
Ditch) (BP)

I. Kissing (as in "getting to first
base")
2. Lips (HW, BP, SH)

Prank involving stepping on the heel
. of someone's sneaker, causing the

sneaker to come off (HW)

Stopping a bike in soft dirt in such a
way that the dirt makes a wave. This
is done by turning the bicycle sharply
while stopping suddenly (S H)
n Boy wearing eye glasses (BY, WH,
BP)

(ml/lil/Lled on page 4)
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28. Freak
(G LOSSA R Y, continued from page 3)

29. Freep
30. French

31. Fried mind

32. Fuckhead

33. Funky

34. Fuzz
35. Fuzzball

36. Gas

37. Gaywad

38. Geek

39. Get on
your horse

40. Gil

n Boy who is defined as rowdy or
wild (often implying smoking, drink-
ing, or drug use) (BP, SH)
n Loud, ordorous flatus (SH)
vt, vi French kiss, kiss passionately
so the tongue of one person touches
the tongue ofthe other (phrase "French
me" or "french my hole"is used as an
insulting challenge from one boy to
another, similar to "suck me" or "kiss
me ass") (BP, SH)
n Boy who smokes, drinks or uses
drugs; rowdy boy (BP)
n Disliked boy (SH)
adj. Excellent, good, "groovy" (MB,
BP, SH)
n Policeman (singular or plural) (M B)
n Crew cut or short haircut generally
(SH)
vi Be flatulent, fart (SH)
n Disliked boy; homosexual imagery
(BP, SH)
n 1. Old person (often woman) (BP);
2. Homosexual (not used as general
insult) (SH)
Run fast (BP, SH)

n Prank in which a boy stabs his finger
into the soft skin belowanother'sjaw-
bone (Short for "guillotine") (SH)

41. Give him
a cookie

42. Glob

43. Glom

44. Go blow, Joe

45. Go suck a cow

46. Go suck an egg

47. Golf stain

48. Goober

49. Goody-goody

50. Goof around

51. Goshay

52. Grad

53. Greenie

54. Gremtight
55. Gumby
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Phrase indicating that another's con-
cern is trivial (as in "Big deal", when
said sarcastically) (SH)
n Awkward boy (often said playfully)
(BV)
n Awkward boy (often said playfully)
(BV)
Leave, go away; homosexual imagery
(SH)
Leave, go away; homosexual imagery
(BP)
Leave, go away; homosexual imagery
(BP)
Brown stain on one's underware from
excrement (BV)
vi Drool (BP, SH)
n Boy who never gets in trouble;
Teacher's pet (negative implicatons)
(BP, SH)
Not take things seriously (MB, SH)
n Disliked boy (apparently term is
based on a real name) (BP)
adj. Glad (based on Japanese pro-
nunciation) (SH)
n Thick mucus (often green in color)
(SH)
adj. Gross, disgusting (BP)
n Stupid or silly person (usually a
playful insult) (BP)
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