Workshop on Anti-Semitism in Austria

Jack A. Lukas, Central Connecticut State University

An interdisciplinary workshop on "Anti-Semitism in Austria 1988" was held on Saturday,
October 22,1988 in the rooms of the independent Institute fur Wissenschaft und Kunst (IWK)
Institute for Science and Art), as one of its winter semester programs. It had been preceded early
in October by a symposium "Zur Vernichtung lebensunwerten Lebens" (on the extermination of
life not worthy to be lived), dedicated to the memory of handicapped persons and incapacitated
KZ-inmates killed in Hartheim, Upper Austria. A series on Austrian journalism in exile between
1933/4 and 145, considering the fate of the predominantly Jewish Viennese journalists in the
years of Austro Fascism and national Socialism, was scheduled for seven evenings from October
through January 1989.

On the walls of the main room used for the workshop hung a recently opened exhibit of
documents, "Language and Anti-Semitism 5 Years Later." Copies of the report of the project
"Language and Prejudice," "Wir Sind Alle Unschuldige Tater!..." Antisemitismus im
Offentlichen Diskurs Osterreichs seit 1986 (we all are innocent culprits antisemitism in Austrian
public discourse since 1986) were available in the lobby. The coordinator of the workshop, Prof.
Ruth Wodak (Institute of Linguistic Science, University of Vienna), opened the program
illustrated her observations on the persistence of antisemitic usage with excerpts of taped
television interviews of Austrian politicians, also documented through a juxtaposition of material
from 1938 and 1988 on the walls. The 50th anniversaries of the "Anschluss™ in spring and the
"Reichskristallnacht™ in autumn became the matrix of a concerted effort to deal with unresolved
questions regarding Austria and Jews.

Three informative presentations were scheduled, beginning with Dr. Harald Leupold-
Lowenthal's freewheeling psychoanalytic musing on causes of antisemitism, appropriate here, in
the Berggasse, next door to the house were Dr. Freud had lived and practiced. Prof. Gerhard Botz
(Director of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Historical Social Sciences, University of
Salzburg) followed with a processual analysis of the persecution of Jews and their disarticulation
from Austrian society, especially in Vienna between 1938 and 1942, up to the subsequent "final
solution.” Botz is co editor with lvar Oxaal and Michael Pollak of Jews, Anti-Semitism and
Culture in Vienna (1987). The history of "Christian™ antisemitism in Austria, introduced by
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Professor Anton Staudinger, was generally acknowledged to be of central importance for an
understanding of perceptions of Jews by non-Jews.

In the afternoon, participants selected one of three topics for discussion: "The writing of
history and antisemitism," and then joined in a plenary session. A social program, including
readings and songs, followed in the evening. Several young teachers took a prominent part in
discussions of strategies. Specific projects, such as school excursions to the site of the
Mauthausen KZ, were debated in terms of their significance in the context of teachers and
children who represent the "Austrian average." A project, supported by the provincial
government of Lower Austria, for the restoration of the surviving 26 Jewish cemeteries, but
"restoration of consciousness" through discussion and reflection on the past. One publication, on
the fate of Jews and anti Nazis in Krems, had been completed. heft 3/1988 of "Mitteilungen des
Instituts fur Wissenschaft and Kunst" is a catalog of the exhibit which served as frame for the
workshop. (IWK, 190 Wien Berggasse 17/1.)

Note on Working Group "Volkerkunde und Nationalsozialismus" and Related Projects
A discussion of so far ten projects dealing with ethnology in the Third Reich took place at the
Institute fur Volkerkunde of the University of Koln, April, 1989. A second meeting is planned
for the fall, to discuss the publication of results. The Institute in Cologne is collecting recent
articles and books on the topic "Ethnology and National Socialism.™" Coordinator of the project is
Dr. Thomas Hauschild, Institut fur Volkerkunde, Albertus Magnus Platz, 5000 Koln 41. Also
under way is a project "West European Ethnology from 1920 1945.." organized by Professor
Edouard Conte, CEDEJ, 22, El Fawakeh St., P.O. Box 494, Dokko, Giza, Egypt. A project,
"Ethnology in German, 1938 1988: On the Margin of World Ethnology” is being initiated at the
meeting of the Deutschen Gesellschaft fur Volkerkunde in Marbur& October 26,1989 (Professor
Jack A. Lucas, Department of Sociology & Anthropology, Central Connecticut State University,
New Britain, CT 06050).
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