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Obituary: Emo Kunt  
Eva Huseby-Darvas, Michigan and Michigan-Dearborn 

 

Emo Kunt died in October of 1994 at the age of 46 in Miskolc, Hungary. At the time of 

his very early, indeed unexpected, death he was head of the cultural anthropology department in 

Miskolc where he was teaching visual and cognitive anthropology, in addition to still working as 

senior researcher at the Herman Ottó Museum in that city.  

Since September of 19901 when Emo was asked to organize courses in visual and 

cognitive anthropology for the ELTE (University of Eötvös Lórant in Budapest), he has been 

teaching. while. Unfortunately Kunt's outstanding work is not well known in North America and 

elsewhere where too often only English is read because most of his publications appeared in 

Hungarian and German. A number of his studies, including Foto Anthropology was published by 

the University of Würzburg. He also lectured widely in the Western Europe and regularly in 

Switzerland at the C. G. Jung Institute and held workshops and seminars about visual 

anthropology which was one of his two special thematic areas. Emo 's second specialty was the 

anthropology of death, dying, and cemeteries. Emo did post-graduate work in Helsinki and 

Jyvaskyla and received one university degree (kis-doktori, or "little doctorate") in Debrecen at 

the KLTE University of Lajos Kossuth summa cum laude. His dissertation, entitled "Temetök az 

Aggteleki karszt falvaiban" (roughly translated: "Cemeteries in the villages of the Aggtelek") 

was published in 1979. In the same year Ern prepared and put on a photo exhibit for the Herman 

Ottó Museum, entitled "... azok a gyerekek" ["...those children"]. The exhibit consisted of photos 

from 1905-6 that depicted the lives of Hungarian peasant children.  

After pondering the European and North American anthropological and related literature, 

Emo Kunt became convinced that an integration of native ethnography with cultural 

anthropology and sociology should result in - as he noted in his vitae, which was sent to me kind 

courtesy of his good friend and our colleague, Dr. Gyula Viga - "more flexible and more 

sensitive diachronic and synchronic studies and interpretations than would native ethnography 

alone." He worked in this spirit on his next major project that culminated in a study that came out 

in 1981, entitled "Halál Tükrében (In the Mirror of Death) published in Budapest by Magvet. He 

continued to do field-work among the rural ethnic Hungarian populations both within and 

beyond the borders of Hungary while concentrating on death-related material culture and belief 
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systems. One of the results of this work was Kunt's study, entitled Temetk Népmveszete, or Folk 

art of Cemeteries, one of the few works that appeared in English, in addition to Hungarian and 

German, all were published in Budapest by Corvina Press. The second major outcome of this 

work was Emo's defense of the equivalent of Ph.D. in 1985. His dissertation, Az Utolsó 

Átváltozás: a magyar parasztság halálképe (The Last Transformation: the death image of the 

Hungarian peasantry) was published in a book by the same title in Budapest by Gondolat Press. 

Ern Kunt was not only a genuinely decent human being who was greatly respected and liked by 

all of us who knew him as a most talented native ethnographer-cum-cultural anthropologist, but 

he was also widely recognized as a gifted painter and photographer who had numerous 

independent exhibits in Hungary and beyond. He is survived by Dr. Mária Nyikes, his wife of 

over 21 years, an internist in Miskolc, and his four children: Gergely, 14; Balázs, 12; Anna, 10; 

and Zsuzsanna, 8.  
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