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Dr. Ferenc Bak6, retired director of the Heves 
county regional museums, leading expert on the 
Pal6c sub-ethnic group, honorary citizen of the 
Hungarian city of Eger died in November of 1998 
at the age of 82 after a long illness. He was born 
on August 28th, 1917 in Nagyvarad, Hungary. 
After the Trianon Treaty of 1920, when large 
chunks of Hungary were ceded to neighboring 
countries, Nagyvarad became Oradea and part of 
Romania, the Bak6 family moved to Eger. After 
completing his high school education, Ferenc 
moved to Budapest to study at the Peter pazmany 
University (now Eotvos L6rant University). After 
receiving his university degrees, he was doing 
practical training in the Ethnographic Museum of 
Budapest when Ferenc became fascinated with 
museums along with historical and cultural 
preservation. After a stint in the Hungarian Army, 
Dr. Bak6 returned to Eger, where he was fIrst 
named director of the Castle Museum, then, 
between 1962 and his retirement in 1979, director 
of all Heves County Museums. 

While on the fIeld, Ferenc not only collected and 
analyzed thousands of objects for museums, but 
also studied the ways in which traditional rural 
culture was disintegrating as a result of centrally 
directed, forced industrialization and 
collectivization. He was doing both "salvage 
ethnography" and meticulous research about 
processes of sociocultural transformation, and 
rural strategies of reviving selected traditions in 
northern Hungary. Ferenc Bak6 was a most 
prolifIc writer. Unfortunately only a few of his 
pioneering publications on the Pal6c sub-ethnic 
group, the Roma in northern Hungary, and his 
study among Canadian-Hungarians are known in 
the West. The majority of his publications 
appeared in Hungarian and German and only a few 
are available in English (primarily in Acta 
Ethnographica). Among his numerous 
publications are the fIve-volume work entitled the 
Pal6cok, The Pal6c (1989-1991); Egri 
Borospincek, The Wine cellars of Eger (1961). He 
co-authored the three-volume work, Heves Megye 
Myemlekei, Historical Monuments ofHeves 
County (1967). Among his later publications are 
Egri Kalauz, Guide to Eger (1968); Bykki 
barlanglakasok, Cave-dwellings in the Bykk 
[Mountains] (1977); Paraszthcizak, udvarok a 

Matra videken, Peasant Houses and Courtyards in 
the Matra region (1978); Pal6cfdldi Lakodalmas, 
Weddings in the land of the Pal6c (1987); 
Kanadai Magyarok, Canadian-Hungarians (1988); 
Kezmyvesseg egy alfoldi faluban, Folk 
craftsmanship in a village on the Great Hungarian 
Plain (1992). Dr. Bak6 received numerous 
awards from professional societies and was 
recipient of the Gold Merit Award of the 
Hungarian Republic. 

Ferenc Bak6 remained intensely involved in 
research and writing until the last years before his 
death, when his illness fmally prevented him to do 
so. Ever since I met him in 1981 he was always 
busy, intensely involved in major projects. At the 
same time, he was one of the most generous of 
colleagues and friends I have known anywhere. A 
wonderful colleague and friend, somehow he 
managed to fmd time for us, his decidedly junior 
colleagues, who were fortunate enough to do 
research close to Eger. We enjoyed both his and 
his family's warm, remarkably kind hospitality, 
patience, and support. I know that we are going to 
miss him tremendously. 

Dr. Bak6 is survived by Judit Bak6, who, in 
addition to being his wife for over a half a century, 
was also unquestionably his right hand in all his 
endeavors, in the fIeld as well as with all his 
publications; by Dr. Zsuzsanna Bak6, his daughter, 
and Zsolt Varscinyi, his son-in-law. 
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