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A Story of  an Elephant 
and a Mouse 

BOWASE Irumva 
 

Pre-reading Questions: 
  •  Why do you think it is important to work hard, 
      even when something bad happens? 
  •  How would you feel if  someone stole something 
      important from you?  Would you be able to 
      forgive them? 
 
     A long time ago, there was an elephant and a 

mouse.  The elephant had farms that he used to 

cultivate.  The mouse was very lazy. 

     One day, the mouse thought of  stealing from the 

elephant·s house.  

     When the mouse 

found out that the 

elephant went far 

away into his field to 

harvest his crops, he 

went to the 

elephant·s house, 

climbed up into the house, and began to steal. 

Continued on page 84 



83 

Igitekere]o cy·In]ovu 
n·Imbeba  
BOWASE Irumva 

 
Ibibazo bibanziriza umwandiko: 
  •  Ese kuki utekereza ko gukora cyane ari ingenzi, 
      nubwo haba hariho imbogamizi? 
  •  Ese wakumva umeze ute  hagize ukwiba  
«..ikintu ukunda cyane?  Ese ari wowe  
«..wamubarira? 
 
     Kera habayeho inzovu n·imbeba.  Inzovu yari ifite 

umurima yakundaga guhinga.  Imbeba yari umunebwe 

cyane. 

     Umunsi umwe, imbeba itekereza kujya kwiba mu 

nzu y·inzovu. 

     Igihe imbeba yari 

ibonye inzovu 

yagiye  kure mu 

murima  

gusarura imyaka,  

ijya mu rugo 

rw·inzovu, irurira 

igwa mu nzu maze itangira kwiba. 

Komeza ku rupapuro rwa 85 
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     When the elephant came back home, he found the 

house in disorder.  The elephant asked himself, 

´What happened?µ  The elephant found out that his 

things had been stolen and he became very angry. 

     The elephant decided to set a trap for the burglar 

and hid himself  so that he could see who would be 

caught.  When the mouse came back to steal, he came 

slowly and carefully, but he ended up falling in the trap 

with an, ÁHHHH!µ 

     The mouse then asked himself, ´What happened to 

me?µ 

     The elephant had been hiding in the kitchen and 

heard the mouse crying out, ´Help me!  Help me!µ 

     The elephant hurried out of  the kitchen and said, 

´Humph!  So you are the one who has been stealing 

my crops!  I trapped you and now I will bring you to 

the police.µ  Then, the elephant was true to his word 

and he brought the mouse with him to the police.  

     When they arrived at the police station, the 

elephant said, ´Hello there officers!  I am very 

disappointed in this mouse that has been stealing from 

me and now I have brought him to you.µ 

Continued on page 86 
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     Igihe inzovu yari igarutse imuhira, ibona ibintu 

biteragiranye mu nzu.  Inzovu iribaza iti  

´ibi ni ibiki?µ  Nuko isanga ibintu byayo byibwe maze 

irarakara. 

     Inzovu yiyemeza gutega umutego kugira ngo ifate 

umujura, maze irihisha kugira ngo ibone uza  

gufatwa.  Imbeba igarutse kwiba, iza buhoro  

buhoro yitonze, ariko birangira iguye mu mutego maze 

iratabaza iti, ´Mama weee!µ 

     Imbeba ibaza iribaza iti, ´Ibi ni ibiki  

bimbayeho?µ 

     Inzovu yari yihishe mu gikoni maze yumva imbeba 

iri gutabaza ngo, ´Mumfashe mumfashe!µ 

     Inzovu irihuta iva mu gikoni maze iravuga iti, 

´Yayaya!  Burya bwose ni wowe ujya uza kunyibira 

imyaka!  Naguraguteze none ubwo ngufashe reka 

nkujyane ku biro bya polisi.µ  Nuko inzovu nk·uko 

yakabivugaga ijyana imbeba ku biro bya polisi. 

     Igihe bari bageze ku biro bya polisi inzovu iravuga 

iti, ´Muraho neza, Afande!  Nababajwe  

n·imbeba kuko imaze igihe inyiba none 

ndayibazaniye.µ 

Komeza ku rupapuro rwa 87 



86 

      The policemen were very surprised about this 

news. 

     The mouse then realized his mistake and knelt 

down and said, ´Elephant, please forgive me.  I did it 

by mistake.  If  you forgive me, then I will pay you 

back for all that I stole from you!µ 

     The elephant said, ´I don·t want anything from 

you.  Keep those things you stole from me, but don·t 

make such mistakes anymore!µ 

 

Translated into English by MUNYANEZA 

Simon Pierre 
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     Abapolisi baratangara cyane bumvise ayo  

makuru. 

     Imbeba yemera amakosa yayo maze irapfukama 

iravuga iti ´ Nyakubnahwa nzovu mbabarira.  Nakoze  

amakosa.  Uramutse umbabariye nakwishyura ibyo 

nakwibye byose!µ 

     Inzovu iravuga iti, ´Ntakintu nifuza ko umpa.  Ibyo 

bintu wanyibye bigumane, ariko ntukongere gukora 

ayo makosa ukundi!µ 

 

Byahinduwe mu Cyongereza na MUNYANEZA 

Simon Pierre 
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Mutoni and the Beast 
NIYIGENA Claudine 

 
Pre-reading questions: 
  •  Why is it important to be friendly and make 
      friends? 
  •  What do you think is a good way to make friends? 
 
     A long time ago, there was a man and his wife.  

Their first daughter was named Mutoni and the 

second one was named 

Uwera. 

     One day, Mutoni told 

Uwera to stay at home 

and that she would go 

fetch the water instead.  

Uwera said, ´Okay, I will 

stay at home.µ 

     Then Mutoni went to 

fetch the water.  When she arrived at the well she met 

a beast, which asked her, ´What is your name?µ 

     She told him that her name was Mutoni.  The beast 

then asked the name of  her mother and the name of  

her father. 


