Books & Beyond

read. learn. teach. grow.
A Note to Our Readers

Dear Readers,

In the fall of 2014, I walked through the doors of Foster-Martin at
Indiana University knowing nothing of what the next four years would
contain. I knew I wanted my studies to
focus on language issues and
international cooperation, but I had no
idea how seamlessly these two subjects
would marry in the very building where I
slept every night.

About a month into college, I started §
volunteering with Books & Beyond. At
first my part in the project was small as I
raised funds on the IU campus.
However, in time, my role as well as my
commitment to the project grew
immensely. Now, as a recent graduate
of Indiana University, I can proudly say
that I served as the Student Director of
Books & Beyond during its tenth year at
1U and in Rwanda.

In the summer of 2017, I was fortunate enough to travel to Rwanda and

to meet the incredible partners across the ocean who make this project
work. Itis through the combined, interwoven efforts of two groups of
dedicated, vibrant, and visionary people that Books & Beyond has continued
to effect positive change in the lives of three groups of students. The book
you hold today belongs to the tenth volume of The World is Our Home,
among which is the 20,000th book delivered to Rwanda.

During my time with Books & Beyond, I have made lifelong friendships,
developed professional skills, and carved out a place in my heart for literacy,
service, and the people of Rwanda. I cannot think of a more fulfilling way
to have spent my college years. I cannot wait to exercise the leadership I
have gained from this project in my professional life and to support Books
& Beyond as an alum. Most importantly, remember that no matter where
life takes you, the world is our homel!

— Parker Henry
Student Director of Books & Beyond
(2017-2018)



