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Be Careful in the Way You 
Cross the Road! 

UWITUZE Diane 
 
Pre-reading questions: 
  •  What rules do your parents tell you to follow? 
  •  Is it sometimes difficult to follow the rules? 
 
     Once upon a time, there was a man and his wife.  

They had two children.  

One was named Kabanda 

and the other was named 

Akineza. 

     One day, their parents 

sent them to the market.  When they arrived at the 

main road, they wanted to cross, but they stopped for 

a while because there 

were too many cars.  

Kabanda told 

Akineza, “We can’t 

wait for the cars to 

stop coming, so let’s cross over now!  We won’t be 

doing anything bad!  Let’s count to three and then we 

can cross immediately.” 
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     Akineza firmly took hold of  Kabanda’s arm. 

     Akineza said, “No!  At school, they told us to first 

look at the road to see if  there are any cars coming!” 

     Suddenly, Kabanda broke away from Akineza’s 

grasp and ran towards the road without looking if  any 

cars were coming.  Then, a 

small car moving at a high 

speed stopped just before 

hitting him. 

     All of  the people on 

the road exclaimed, “He is 

going to die!” 

     Kabanda became scared.  Akineza covered her eyes 

out of  fear.  From that time on, Kabanda became very 

cautious before crossing the road.  

     When they 

arrived home, 

Akineza told her 

mother, 

“Mommy!  Something very bad was going to happen 

to us!”  Their mother went to call upon their father, 

who then came immediately. 

 



     The mother said, “Tell me my child, what 

happened?”  

     Akineza said, “We were in great danger!”   

     The father asked, “How?”  

     Akineza said, “A car was going to hit Kabanda in 

the street!” 

     Immediately, Kabanda 

came and asked, “What are 

you saying?”  

     Akineza said, “I am telling 

them about how we faced 

danger!”  

     Kabanda said, “Does it 

really even concern you?”  

     Akineza said, “It concerns me because we were 

together.” 

     Akineza told him, “Remember that they told us 

that if  anything happened to us, we must tell our 

parents!  And that not telling our problems to others 

is bad.” 

     Kabanda tried to speak rudely to Akineza, but the 

parents said, “How can you refuse to listen to what 
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your parents tell you!  We want you to correct your 

mistakes and not speak rudely!” 

     His father went to call upon some security guards 

and they took Kabanda to the sector’s office.  There, 

Kabanda was asked, “What are you doing?” 

     Then, Kabanda explained himself.  After that, 

Akineza explained to them how everything happened 

and where they were heading to.  They gave Kabanda 

some advice and he asked for their forgiveness.  He 

said that he would never do that again. 

     Kabanda arrived home and became calmer.  He 

and Akineza loved each other, as they had before.  

They lived happily and well.  

 
Translator: MUNYANEZA Simon Pierre 
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