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Joe and Harry, the Gorillas 
AJ, Irene, Karen, Matthew, Sam, and Zadyn 

 
Pre-reading questions: 
  •  What is your favorite fruit? 
  •  Have you ever been in a cave? 
 
     One day, Joe was sitting up in his tree.  The bright 

sun shone on Joe’s face. 

     “Ahhh,” he said.  “I love this.” 

     Then Joe saw a banana falling out of  the tree. 

     “Yum,” Joe said as he jumped down to catch it.  

Joe caught the banana 

and then ripped it 

open.  He gulped 

down the entire 

banana and headed 

towards his cave. 

     Crack!  Joe heard a stick crack on the ground.  It 

seemed like the sound was coming from his cave! 

     He looked in the cold, dark cave.  Joe could hear 

more sticks cracking in the corner.  He turned his 

head and saw a little black gorilla sitting and shaking 

on the ground. 
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     Joe walked carefully towards the little gorilla.  

     “Hello?” Joe said in a 

soothing voice.  The 

shaking gorilla looked 

up at him. 

     “Uh...  Hello,” the 

little gorilla said, “Can 

you help me?” 

     “Yes, I can.  Are you 

lost?” 

     “Yes,” the little gorilla said as he stopped shaking. 

     “Oh, it is okay.  I will help you get home.  What is 

your name, little guy?” Joe said.  

     “Harry,” the little gorilla squeaked. 

     “My name is Joe,” Joe said with a smile.  “I’m 

going to help you get home.” 

     Joe held out his 

hand.  The little gorilla 

looked up and reached 

out for his arm.  Then 

they hopped up and 

walked out of  the cave. 



40 

     “Where were you when you got separated from 

your parents?” Joe asked. 

     “We were up in our tree,” 

Harry said. 

     “Do you know where your 

tree is?” Joe asked. 

     “I think it is over here,” 

Harry said as he pointed north. 

     Harry and Joe strutted over to the nearest tree.  

They both looked up.  Harry jumped up and down in  

excitement. “I see my mom and dad!” 

    “Huh?” Joe said as he looked up in the tree.  Then 

he saw the two gorillas sitting up in the tree.  

     “Harry!” Harry’s dad said as he jumped down from 

the tree.  “Where have you been?”  

     “I fell out of  the tree this morning, and I could not 

find my way back.  I am sorry, Papa.  I am sorry, 

Mama,” Harry said with a sad face. 

     “It is okay, honey,” the mom said.  “We are just 

happy that you are not hurt,” she said with a smile.  

“Who is this kind fellow that helped you get home, 

Harry?” 
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     “Hello, my name is Joe.  He was in my cave.  When 

I found him, he was so scared that I just had to help.” 

     “Well, thank you 

very much for 

bringing him home 

safe and sound,” the 

parents said as Harry 

gave Joe a big hug. 

     “Have a great day!”  Joe said as he started to walk 

away. 

     “You too!” Harry said with a smile. 

     Joe hopped up into his favorite tree with a banana.  

He sat down and peeled the banana open. 

     “I love this!”  Joe said with a smile. 
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