
Don’t Fail  
to Try 

MUJAWAMARIYA Henriette 
 
Pre-reading questions: 
  •  What does a mechanic do? 
  •  What job do you want to have? 
 
     Yvette was a young, illiterate girl who did not 

attend school.  She liked watching the mechanics of  

cars, airplanes, motorbikes, and bicycles.  Every day 

she observed how the mechanics did their job. 

     One day she approached them and said, “I want 

you to train me so that I can became a mechanic like 

you.” 

 

 

 

62 

Continued on page 64 



Ntuzarambirwe 
Kugerageza 

MUJAWAMARIYA Henriette  
 
Ibizazo: 
  •  Ese umukanishi ni umuntu ukora iki? 
  •  Ese mu buzima waba wifuza gukora kazi ki? 
 
     Yvette yari umwana utarize ntiyari azi gusoma, 

kwandika, no kubara.  Yakundaga kwitegereza uko 

abakanishi b’imodoka, b’indege, b’amagare, ndetse 

n’uko aba moto bakora.  Buri munsi akitegereza uko 

bakora akazi kabo. 

     Umunsi umwe arabegera arababwira ati, “Ndifuza 

yuko mwanyigisha nanjye nkaba umukanishi nka 

mwe!” 
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     “Study hard, as you are still young,” they 

responded.  “In addition, you are a girl.  You cannot 

repair an automobile.” 

     The girl did not want to study.  She thought that 

there was no use in studying because it takes a long 

time.  Instead she wanted to make money. 

     The mechanics told her, “If  we were you, as young 

as you are, it would be better for you to return to class. 

We now know the importance of  studying.” 

     The girl returned home and told her parents she 

wanted to go to school. Yvette decided to start the 

first year of  primary school.  Her classmates laughed 

at her, but she was not discouraged.  When Yvette 

finished her primary studies, she went to school for 

mechanics.  Although she was a girl, she was allowed 

to learn and became an expert. 

     When she was struggling to pay her school fees, 

Yvette found a benefactor who took pity on her and 

brought her to America where she studied mechanics 

intensively.  She returned to her country after five 

years with a distinguished certificate in mechanics.  

In America, she learned how to repair all types of  
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     Baramubwira bati, “Wowe iga ushyizeho umwete, 

mu gihe ukiri muto uzabimenya.  Ariko ubwo uri 

umukobwa, ntuzashobora gukanika imodoka!” 

     Umukobwa ntiyashakaga kujya kwiga.  

Yatekerezaga ko nta mumaro wo kwiga kubera ko 

bitwara umwanya munini ariko yifuzaga kugira 

amafaranga. 

     Umukanishi aramubwira ati, “Iyo tuza kuba wowe, 

nk’uko ukiri muto, twasubira mu ishuri.  Ubu twe tuzi 

agaciro k’ishuri.” 

     Umukobwa asubira mu rugo abwira ababyeyi be ati 

ndashaka gusubira ku ishuri.  Yvette afata icyemezo 

cyo gutangira umwaka wa mbere w’amashuri abanza.  

Abanyeshuri biganaga nawe bakamuseka, ariko 

ntiyacika intege.  Igihe Yvette yarangije amshuri 

abanza ajya mu ishuri ry’ubukanishi.  Nubwo yari 

umukobwa yari yemerewe kwiga maze ahinduka 

intyoza. 

     Mu gihe yarwanaga no kwishyura amafaranga 

y’ishuri, Yvette abona umwishyurira wamugiriye 

impuhwe maze amujyana muri Amerika aho yize 

ubukanishi ku buryo bwimbitse.  Nyuma y’imyaka 
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vehicles, even airplanes. 

     Her parents, who were in poverty, became rich 

due to their child, Yvette. 

     Dear comrades, wherever you are, I encourage 

you to pursue any job you want.  Girls are as capable 

as boys.  No one is powerless.  Avoid judging people 

according to their sex. 

 
Translator: BAGIRISHA Onesphore 
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itanu agaruka mu gihugu cye nyuma afite 

impamyabushobozi y’igitangaza mu by’ubukanishi.  

Muri Amerika, yiga uko ashobora gukanika imodoka 

z’ubwoko bwose tutibagiwe n’indege. 

     Ababyeyi be bari abakene bahinduka abakire bitewe 

n’umwana wabo, Yvette. 

     Ncuti zanjye, aho waba uri hose, ndabagira inama 

gukomeza umwuga mwifuza kuzakora.  Abakobwa 

barashoboye nabo kimwe n’abahungu.  No one is 

powerless.  Ntitugacire abantu imanza dushingiye ko ari 

abahungu cyangwa ari abakobwa. 

     MUJAWAMARIYA 
Henriette is 13 years old and in 
P6 at Kabwende Primary 
School.  Her favorite subject in 
school is mathematics, and her 
favorite color is blue.  Her 
favorite activities are cooking 

and revising notes for school.  When she grows up, 
she wants to be a headmistress.  
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