The Truth Passes
through Fire

without Being Burnt
MUHAWENIMAN Olive

Pre-reading questions:
* When did you do a good deed for someone?
e What was the result of your good deed?

One day, a child went into the forest to collect fire
wood. When he reached the forest, he met a
crocodile.

The crocodile said to him, “I found something in a
village in this forest that was not good. Now I want

to leave. Please, carry me back to the ocean. I will

pay you.”

65



“Let me put you on the mat and we will go,” the
child said.

“Okay!” the crocodile said. The child carried the
mat with the crocodile. When he reached the water,
the crocodile refused to pay the child and said to him,
“I’'m not going to pay you. I am going to eat you.”

Afraid, the child said, “I did my best for you, and
now you are going to eat mer”’

“Exactly!” the crocodile said.

The child said, “Let us go over there and ask the
passengers on that boat to judge our situation. We

will see what they say about my good deed.”
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When they left the water, they found an old man.
They told him everything that had happened, and
asked him, “What is the result of this good deed?”

The old man was afraid to say the truth and

answered, “The result is death.”

When the crocodile heard that, he said, “Do you
understand what he said? Let me eat you!”

The child said to the crocodile, “Please! Give me
one more chance!” The crocodile agreed.

Soon, they found a rabbit and asked it the same

question that they had asked the old man.
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The rabbit thought deeply and then said, “Show
me how you put the crocodile on the mat”” The
crocodile lay on the mat to show what had happened.

The rabbit said to the child, “Carry it and put it in
the water.” The child did so. Then the rabbit said to
the child, “Run away.”

The child went and had a chance to live again

because of the wisdom of the rabbit.
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