Uwiringiye's Friend
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Long ago, there was a husband and wife
whose daughter was called Uwiringiye. One
day Uwiringiye’s mother died, and her father
got married to another woman, who became
Uwiringiye’s stepmother. The stepmother
treated Uwiringiye very poorly. Uwiringiye
could not rest except when she was in the
forest fetching firewood.

“Mother, why did you leave me alone?” she
thought to herself. “My stepmother treats me
so badly that I cannot rest,” she continued.

One day, while she was complaining, a bird
heard her complaints and repeated them in a
song. Uwiringiye felt happy that she had found
a friend for herself. After she had finished
collecting firewood she went home, without

knowing that the bird was on her bundle.
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When she got home, the bird flew away to the

sycamore fig tree.

That evening, when Uwiringiye’s father

came home from milking the cows, he
immediately heard the bird singing Uwiringiye’s
complaint. Her father, surprised by the song,
asked his daughter, “What is that?” Uwiringiye
kept silent, but the bird sang it again.
Uwiringiye’s father called his wife, and she
understood what had happened.

“Why do you treat this child like that, so
that the ghost of her mother pleads for her?”

her husband asked. The stepmother
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apologized and promised not to treat their
child badly again. From that day on,

Uwiringiye felt safe at home with her family.
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