Autobiography

MUKESHIMANA Alliance

My name is MUKESHIMANA Alliance. 1
study in P6 at Kabwende School. My favorite
foods are cassava leaves, macaroni, and rice.
My favorite animals are gorillas and cats, but I
like gorillas more. One day when I went to

visit my aunt in town, she showed me a film

= — — about gorillas. 1
watched them play,
, | but I did not

= —_j understand that they
were animals because I was a child and their

actions were like a person’s.

My parents asked me what they were, and 1
answered that they were like people. The
gorillas smiled and laughed, and the females
rocked their babies. I observed that their

behavior is to love each other. In a dangerous
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situation, when another animal disturbs the
group of gorillas, the chief of the group—
which is also called a silverback—appears first
and protects the others.

Another day, I was walking along the road,
and I met some children who were fighting.
They were cutting trees into sticks. I tried to
calm them. I forbade them to waste plants

because they are food for the animals. They
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agreed and stopped cutting the trees.

When I arrived home, my parents sent me
to fetch water from the spring. It can take four
kilometers to reach the spring from home.
Sometimes, after the rain, we can find water in
the nearby stream and do not have to walk so
far. But in the summer, there is no water there,

and we must go on a trip all the way to the
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spring,

When I arrived there, I saw the boys who
had taken the leaves of the potato plants and
prim fruits to cover
their cans of water. |
told them not to do
that shameful act of

wasting people’s food.

I asked them to share
their food with the poor instead of using food
as can covers.

Dear friend, be the guiding light for other
children. Set a good example for them. Here at
school, I was elected to be the advisor for other

pupils. Be like me.

MUKESHIMANA Alliance is 13
years old and is in P.6. She lives
with her dad, mom, three brothers,
and two sisters. She loves to play
outside and watch movies about
gorillas.
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