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They Are Complementary 
UWASE Amina 

 
     Mr. Kizito went to visit his garden.  When 

he arrived, he found a pineapple arguing with  

an orange.  Kizito asked them what the fight 

was about. 

     Kizito: Why are you arguing, my friends? 

     Pineapple: This orange says I am a bad fruit.  

He says that I don’t ripen, and my taste is bitter. 

     Orange: This pineapple says I am useless.  

He insults me and says that my huge branches 

block the sunlight. 

     Kizito asked the whole garden for an  

answer. 

     Kizito: What should we do about this  

argument? 

     Cabbage: I think that the shade of  the  

orange tree is good while the sun is shining.  

We like to have his shade as shelter. 
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     Pawpaw*: I think that we cannot argue 

about taste, because some people like to eat  

bitter fruits like the pineapple, but other people 

like to eat sweet fruits like the orange.  The old 

men like pineapple, but the young men and 

women like oranges.  Together, they please 

everyone, so they must respect each other 

because they are complementary. 

     Kizito thanked the pawpaw for his idea.  

From then on, the pineapple and the orange 

trees respected each other. 

     Dear friend, we are different in our colors 

and countries, but every person is useful to  

another.  No one has created himself.  Enjoy 

your origin. 

 

* A Rwandan “pawpaw” is called a “papaya” in the U.S. 
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UWASE Amina is 13 years old 
in P.6C.  She lives with her 
mom, dad, and sister.  She 
loves Rwanda’s gorillas, and 
she loves the people in her 
village. 


