
A BIED IN FWD,,,., 

It seems unfortunate, not t o  say suic ida l ,  t h a t  some fg lk lore  
scholars  apnear t o  be i n  o p ~ l o s i t i ~ n  t o  th,?  pr.r>pos;>d Anerican Folk- 
l i f a  Foundation now before Congress, A b i l l  t o  e s t ab l i sh  such a 
Foundation has been introduced i n t o  the  Senate by Ralph Yarborough 
(D-Texas ) , sponsored by William f i l b r i g h t  (D-~rkansas ) , The b i l l ,  
31593, was prepared by Ralph Rinzlcr and Sam Stanley of the  Smith- 
sonian I n s t i t u t i o n  and is current ly  i n  tha  Labor and Welfare Com- 
mettee of the  Senate. The ?oundation, i f  established, w i l l  make 
avai lable  grants  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  fo r  t h e  dovelopment of programs 
i n  American f o l k l i f e ,  scholarships t o  individuals  working i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  funds t o  ancouraga coZlection i n  various regions and t o  
develop a g rea te r  p t ~ b l i c  awareness of our fo lk  c u l t u r a l  heri tage,  

Such a b i l l  ought t o  be cause f o r  grea t  excitement, e s ~ c c i a l l y  
i n  l i g h t  of t h e  NDEA troubles of a few w a r s  ago, We strongly 
encourage our colleagues t a  write i m a d i a t c l y  t o  the  members of 
Labor and Idelfare, urging tham t o  pass t h e  b i l l  out  of committee; 
Their names %re printed below. We f i n d  it disturbing t o  learn  
t h a t  some fo lk lore  and f o l k l i f e  scholars  onnose the  Foundation 
as it is presently canceived, The reception thaL was accordad 
Sam Stgnlcyts  pr?si?ntation of nlans f o r  t h e  P~unda t ion  a t  the  
3968 American Folklore Society Wccting, ts indica t ive  of t h i s  
a t t i t u d e ,  N ~ ~ t u r a ' l l y  there  i s  room f o r  l c g i t i n s t e  disagreement 
over thc  t e rns  of  t h c  h i l l ;  such i s  t h e  casz with anlr proposed 
law o r  plan, 3ut  we have the  imqression t h a t  tao  many of the  
objections t 5 a t  -7.re being raised (and, a l a s ,  we have news o3t'tti.s 
ch ie f ly  v i a  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n )  are t r i f l i n g  and r a f l e c t  over-sensi- 
t t v i t y  r a the r  than any sens ib le  anproach t o  cr i t ic i sm.  

The asse r t ion  t h a t  the program aims a t  a negative s o r t  of popu- 
l a r i z a t i o n  is doubtful; the  insinuat ion t h a t  the Smithsonian w i l l  
"take overu 3xistling (and c e r t a i n l y  under financed!) programs i s  
absurd. To suggest t h a t  tho individuals  i n  charge of f o r m l a t t n g  
the Faundatim a r e  not "professiana11:~r" t ra ined i n  fo lk lo re  r e f l e c t s  
a ra the r  exaggerated self+-image, Curtainly nci one has presented 
any a l t e m t i v c  l e g i s l a t i v e  program aimed a t  encouraging the  con- 
certed study of American fo lk  cul ture.  

The b i l l  i s  an e rce l l en t  one and its authors a r c  t o  bo congratu- 
la ted  on t h e i r  sens i t ive  wr i t ing  of it, IJith such influential .  
Izaders  as Yarborough and F'ulbright supporting it f o l k l i f e  s tud ies  
may be coming i n t o  t h e i r  ~ m ,  lilt sirnnly must sunport the  b i l l  
wholeheartedly. 

Copf es  of the b i l l  can be obtainad from Raws Green, c/o Folklore 
I n s t i t u t e ,  The members of the  Sanata Labor and Welfare Committee 
a r e  : 

Democrats: James Randolph (Id. Va, ), Edward Ii~nnudy ( lass ), 
Claiborne Pel1  ( R .  I. ) , Harrison Williams (hf*J, ), Gaylord Nelson 
(Tdisc, ) , Walter Hondale (IIinn, ) , Thomas Eagl+ton (pfo. ) , Allan 
Cranston (Cal, ) , Harold Vughes ( ~ o w a )  , : Jacob Ja=c~its 
(?!,Y,), Winston Prouty, Pater  Dominich I"luqhy ( ~ a l , ) ,  
Richard Schwcihor (Tcnn, ) , Henry Bellman ( ~ k l a .  1, William Saxbe* 


