
In  terms of i $ s  seh01'as~t;ic vaLue, t h i s  book doeg not deserve accolades 
i n  any quahtity." It i s  romanticized and commercialized3 the l a t t e r  
can be assumed from the '  h''~cKim ~ t u d i o s "  stamp i n  the  corner of *each 

, . 
pattern,.   ow ever, most 'of these q a l t  patterns are  t rad i t iona l ,  and the  
fo lk lo r i s t  would kertainly . not' regret the time spen-k i n  perusing t h i s  
testimony t o  the popularity of an old American cr&t whibh has- survived 
t o  this.day. The book's greatest  value, however, i s  for the novfce i n  
quilt ing,  who y i l l  f ind a stimulating and instruct ive '  introduction t o  
the craft'. In  t h i s  paYticular aspect, .Ruby McKim has accomplished her 
task  admirably. ' * ,  

. . 

. Washington State  T?Lace Names, by James W. Phill ips.  ' 

Pp. vii-kir h 3-16?. 
~ e a t t l e .  and   on don: Uhiverslty of W a ~ h i ~ 6 n  Bess., 19n. $6.95. 
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, ~ev$ewed' by .We ' .~dson Richmond. 
, a  

~akies W. PhiUipsSe Washington State Place Names has absolutely nothing 
t o  of fe r  the  fo lk lo r i s t  and very l i t t k e  t o  of fe r  anyon'e else. .Indeed, 
it is  d i f f&cul t  tounderstand why the University ofwashington Press 
agreed t o  publish the book, for  it violates  v i r tua l ly  every p r inc ip l e r  
of' modern place-name research, and, since it i s  arranged as a dictionary, 
it lacks even the ' redeeming grace of being readabl.e. 

If a place-name study i s  t o  have any value beyond antiquarianism, it must 
t race  i n  documented d e t a i l  the evolution of each name examined, locate  
precisely the '  place designated by the name, indicate  the exact pronunda- 
t i on  of each name, and describe the source (whether map, h i s to r i ca l  docu- 
ment, o r  idformitnt) for the scholar's information. Unfortunately, Mr. 
PhiUips does none bf these things wi th  any .con$istency, nor does he, on 
the  other hand, give any evidence tha t  he has found* any.. place-name legends. 
It i s  conceivable t h a t  such legends do not ex i s t  i n  the  state of Washing- 
ton, but they do in d l  other parts of the Vnited States;  i f  M r .  Phillips 

.has ignored popular etymologies, he has ignored one of the most important 
aspects of place-name study i n  North America. 

... * 

Though Mr. ~ k i l l i l ? s  frequently indicates variations- i n  t h e  names given 
t o  par t icular  places, he seldom dates the d i f fe ren t  names, and qn3.y t o o  
frequently one finds en t r i e s  such as ''MONSE . . . . Original. name of 
Swansea .was changed on 24 October 1916 to  lionor Mons, Belgium, where the 
Br i t i sh  fought the first engagement of World War I on 23 August 1914. " 
But Swansea i s  neither explained here non l i s t e d  elsewhere i n  the volume. 
Even more d i s tkb ing ly ,  Mr. Phil l ips  completely ignores the  final 2, 
appearing do$ t o  nbtice tha t  the Washington *state  form differs from t h a t  
of t h e  Belgiwi ' , 
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Pronmciatid i's often the key to understanding place-name, origin and 
evolution. - A nryriad of devices ex i s t  t o  indicate  pronunciation. . These 
devices rW,ge f'rbm the preciseness of phonetic alphabets such as the  IPA 
t o  the less accurate (but be t t e r  known., and often b e t t e r  widerstood, dia- 
c r i t i c a l  systems employed by popular dictionaries.  Mr.,Phillips invents 
h i s  own system which i s  both imprecise and inaccurate- Whenever he deems 
it necessary t o .  indicate the pronunciation of a name (and his decisions 

* ,  



seem arbi t rary) ,  M r .  Ph i l l ips  follows h i s  basic entry with a respel l ing 
of the  name i n  which stressed syl lables  are  indicated with f u l l  caps, un- 
stressed syl lables  with lower case l e t t e r s .  In addition, M r .  Phillips 
appends a tab le  of vowel sounds which he describes i n  terms of key words. 
For example, he says t h a t  he uses "AH"to indicate  the vowel sound i n  
"top," "00" t o  indicate the vowel sound i n  "boot, suit, roof," and "IR" 
t o  indicate  the  vowel plus re t rof lex  consonant i n  J?ierce." But what i s  
the vowel sound i n  "top1'? It i s  completely different i n  New England 
from the sound heard i n  Indiana, and both sounds are  heard on the west . 
coast. Moreover, i~ some American d ia lec ts  the words "boot, suit, " and 
"roof" rhyme with " ~ u t h , "  while i n  others they rhyme with "put" and i n  
s t i l l  other American d ia lec ts  "Pierce" may rhyme e i the r  with "cares" or 
"fierce. " Thus we can only guess a t  the pronunciation i n  the  s t a t e  of 
Washington. For many names, -however, Mr. Phi l l ips  ignores the poss ib i l i t y  
of pronunciation differences. Thus he assumes a common English pronuncia- 
t i o n  fo r  the name Roosevelt, though in actual  f a c t  the f i r s t  syl lable  of 
this word rhymes i n  some American d ia lec ts  with "rose" and i n  others with 
"booze." Nor can one t e l l  from i t s  manner of l i s t i n g  whether the  Washing- 
ton s t a t e  place-name Aberdeen i s  pronounced with s t r e s s  on the f i r s t  syll-=* 
able, as it commonly i s  on the eas t  coast of the United States,  o r  on the 
last syllable,  as  it i s  pronounced i n  Scotland. 

In addition t o  all of these faults, M r .  Ph i l l ips  fails t o  locate  his 
places precisely. He contents himself with an indication of the county 
i n  which the place i s  located. But place names frequently wander. A t  
the very l e a s t  they must be located i n  terms of map references; idea l ly  
they should be located i n  terms of l a t i t ude  and longitude. 

Indeed, despite end papers consisting of maps of the  s t a t e  of Washington 
and a detai led map of the  Puget Sound axea, Mk. Phi l l ips  does not seem 
awaze of maps or  of the need fo r  any so r t  of documentation. We are re- 
quired t o  accept h i s  findings on fa i th .  Unfartunately, the r e s t  of this 
book does l i t t l e  t o  i n s t i l l  such f a i t h  i n  i t s  readers. 

Think S m a l l .  The Story of those Volkswagen Ads, by Frank Rowsome, Jr. 
128 pp., 42 i l l u s t r a t ions .  
Brattleboro, Vermont : The Stephen Greene Press, 1970. $4.95. 

Reviewed by Sylvia Grider. 

One of the most appealing a t t r i bu te s  of our discipl ine i s  the pleasure 
t h a t  we can derive from the  study of our material. It i s  worthwhile and 
often del ightful  t o  turn briefly from the standard studies of the  stan- 
dard genres and take a look at what i s  going on i n  some other aspects of 
our day-to-day, l iving,  contemporary society. An example of jus t  such a 
book i s  Frank Rowsome's l a t e s t  publication, Think Small. In a most read- 
able but non-academic s ty l e  he has provi6ed .u~ with a very concise and . 
interpret ive his tory of what has become, along with Mickey Mouse and the  
Coke bot t le ,  one of America's newest cu l tu ra l  icons, t h e  Volkswagen. 
The book a l so  explores how both the ads and the  cars  have affected 

. 
American industry. 

The his tory of the development of the automobile per se  as  " . . . con- 
ceived by Ferdinand Porsche, midwived i n  the Thi r t ies  by Adolf I i i t l e r  i n  


